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7KH�FUXPSOHG�SHQLWHQWLDU\�QHZVOHWWHU�OD\�LQ�P\�PDNHVKLIW�JDUEDJH�FDQ��
/LNH�PRVW�ZHHNV�WKH�³QHZV´�PHDQW�OLWWOH�WR�PH��,�ZDV����\HDUV�ROG�DQG�

WKH� ODVW� WKLQJ� ,�ZDV� LQWHUHVWHG� LQ�ZDV�R൵�HU� FRQWDLQHG� LQ� WKH� ODVW� DUWLFOH� ,�
UHDG�EHIRUH�WRVVLQJ�WKH�QHZV�LQ�P\�WUDVK��7KH�DUWLFOH�UHDG�VRPHWKLQJ�WR�WKH�
H൵�HFW�RI�D�³+HOS�:DQWHG´�VLJQ�IRU�DQ�³H[FLWLQJ�DQG�QHZ´�RSSRUWXQLW\�EHLQJ�
R൵�HUHG�� D� KRVSLFH�SURJUDP�±� D� SURJUDP� ,� KDG�QHYHU� KHDUG�RI�ZLWKLQ� WKH�
SULVRQ�LQ¿�UPDU\��ZKLFK�ZDV�D�SODFH�,�KDG�QHYHU�EHHQ��7KH\�ZHUH�DVNLQJ�IRU�
YROXQWHHUV�WR�WDNH�FDUH�RI�D�EXQFK�RI�ROG�PHQ�G\LQJ�LQ�WKH�LQ¿�UPDU\��PRVW�RI�
WKHP�SUREDEO\�FRQYLFWHG�RI�WKH�PRVW�GLVFUHGLWDEOH�DFWV��7KH�SLHFH�ZDV�MXVW�
OLNH�,�WKRXJKW��DQRWKHU�ZRUWKOHVV�DUWLFOH�

,�ZDV�LQ�SULVRQ�IRU�PXUGHU��ZK\�ZRXOG�,�ZDQW�WR�FDUH�IRU�VWUDQJHUV�G\LQJ�
LQ� D� SULVRQ� LQ¿�UPDU\"�$W� WKH� VDPH� WLPH�� KRZHYHU�� P\� RZQ� JUDQGIDWKHU�
ZDV�VX൵�HULQJ�DQG�VORZO\�G\LQJ�IURP�3DUNLQVRQ¶V�GLVHDVH��,�GLG�QRW�NQRZ�
DQ\WKLQJ�DERXW�WKDW�GLVHDVH�DQG�,�IHOW�KHOSOHVV�EHKLQG�WKHVH����IRRW�FRQFUHWH�
ZDOOV��,�UHFRQVLGHUHG�P\�LQLWLDO�GLVUHJDUG�DQG�GHFLGHG�WR�DSSO\�WR�YROXQWHHU�
IRU�WKH�KRVSLFH�SURJUDP�

7ZR�ZHHNV�SDVVHG�ZKHQ�,�UHFHLYHG�D�QRWLFH�WKDW�,�KDG�DQ�LQWHUYLHZ��7KH�
URRP�ZDV�FRDWHG� LQ�PXOWLSOH� OD\HUV�RI�GLQJ\�ZKLWLVK�SDLQW��D�FRORXU�RQO\�
VHHQ� LQ�SULVRQ��7KH�À�RRUV�ZHUH�FROG� LQ�FRORU�ZHOO�ZRUQ� IURP�GHFDGHV�RI�
VFUXEELQJ�DQG�PDFKLQH�ZKHHO�ZHDU��7KUHH�R൶��FLDO� ORRNLQJ�VWD൵��PHPEHUV�
VDW�EHKLQG�D�WDEOH�TXHVWLRQLQJ�P\�LQWHUHVW�DQG�PRWLYDWLRQ�IRU�HQWHULQJ�WKLV�
QHZ�SURJUDP��1RZ����\HDUV�ROG��,�ZDV�WKH�\RXQJHVW�DSSOLFDQW��,�KDG�YHU\�
OLWWOH� LQWHUHVW� DQG� ,� GLG� QRW� IXOO\� JUDVS�ZKDW� KDG�PRWLYDWHG�PH� WR� DSSO\��
1HYHUWKHOHVV��,�IRXQG�P\VHOI�DWWHQGLQJ�D����ZHHN�FRPPXQLW\�OHG�WUDLQLQJ�
FRXUVH��:H� VRRQ� KDG� WKUHH� ³FOLHQWV´�� '\LQJ� SULVRQHUV� KDG� WR� VLJQ� XS� WR�
SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�WKH�KRVSLFH�SURJUDP�

,� TXLFNO\� IRXQG� P\VHOI� VLWWLQJ� ZLWK� D� WHUPLQDOO\� LOO� PDQ�� PXFK� OLNH�
P\VHOI��:H�ZHUH�ERWK�FRQIXVHG�DQG�,�ZDV�DIUDLG�RI�ZKDW�,�GLG�QRW�NQRZ��
+RZHYHU�� ,� KDG� QHYHU� PHW� 'HDWK�� GHVSLWH� EHLQJ� LQ� SULVRQ� IRU� PXUGHU��
,�ZDV� XQFRPIRUWDEOH�ZLWK� WKH� LGHD� RI� EHLQJ�ZLWK� VRPHRQH� DV� WKH\� GLHG��
6RPHWLPHV�DOO�,�FRXOG�GR�ZDV�VLW�DQG�OLVWHQ��,�GLG�QRW�OLNH�WKDW�DQG�ZDQWHG�
WR�³GR´�VRPHWKLQJ��%XW�,�VDW�DQG�OLVWHQHG�WR�ODERXUHG�EUHDWKLQJ�RQH�VKDOORZ�
EUHDWK�DIWHU�DQRWKHU��FROG�FODPP\�KDQGV�O\LQJ�DWRS�VKHHWV�WKDW�,�KDG�DOUHDG\�
FKDQJHG�WKUHH�WLPHV��,�KDG�QHYHU�FKDQJHG�D�GLDSHU�RQ�D�JURZQ�PDQ�EHIRUH��
EXW�HDUO\�RQ�LQ�P\�WUDLQLQJ�,�KDG�PDGH�XS�P\�PLQG�WKDW�QR�FOLHQW�RI�PLQH�
ZRXOG�HYHU�VLW�LQ�KLV�RZQ�IHFHV�DQG�XULQH�
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,�OHDUQHG�D�ORW�DERXW�KRZ�WKH�ERG\�SUHSDUHV�WR�OHDYH�WKLV�HDUWK�IURP�WKLV�
FOLHQW��'HDWK��,�ZRXOG�OHDUQ��FRPHV�RQ�LWV�RZQ�WHUPV�DQG�LQ�LWV�RZQ�WLPH��
'HDWK�LV� OLNH�D�IRJ�WKDW�HQWHUV� WKH�URRP�±�WKH�DLU� LV�KHDY\�DQG�GDPS�� WKH�
URRP�XQXVXDOO\�FROG��7KH�VPHOO�RI�G\LQJ�KXPDQ�À�HVK�ZRXOG�SHUPHDWH�P\�
FORWKLQJ��P\�KDQGV�ZRXOG�VPHOO�RI�URW�DQG�GHFD\��,�FRXOG�WDVWH�'HDWK�RQ�P\�
OLSV��P\�H\HV�ZRXOG�EXUQ�ZKHQ�,�OHIW�WKH�URRP�WR�HQWHU�WKH�EULJKW�VXQOLJKW�
DQG�¿�OO�P\�OXQJV�ZLWK�IUHVK�DLU��6RPH�FOLHQWV�OHIW�TXLHWO\�DOPRVW�ZLWK�D�VHQVH�
RI�SHDFH��ZKLOH�RWKHUV�OHIW�WKLV�ZRUOG�YLROHQWO\��IXOO�RI�SDLQ�DQG�IHDU��'HDWK�
FDPH�IRU�DOO�RI�WKHP��KH�WRRN�WKHP�DQG�KH�LV�ZDLWLQJ�IRU�HDFK�RI�XV�

7KH�+LVSDQLF�SRSXODWLRQ�KDG�D�QLFNQDPH�IRU�XV��³'HDWK�'HDOHUV´��7KH\�
UHYHUHG�GHDWK�DQG�VDZ�XV�DV�ZDUULRUV�LQ�WKH�EDWWOH�EHWZHHQ�'HDWK�DQG�/LIH��
,�GLG�QRW� IHHO� OLNH� ,�ZDV�ZLQQLQJ�DQ\�EDWWOHV�� ,� VDW� IRU�\HDUV�ZLWK�GR]HQV�
RI� WHDUV�RI�G\LQJ�PHQ�� ,� VDFUL¿�FHG�P\�IUHH� WLPH�� VSHQW�KRXUV� OLVWHQLQJ� WR�
WKHLU�VWRULHV��WKHLU�UHJUHWV�DQG��\HV��HYHQ�WKHLU�FRQIHVVLRQV�RI�EUXWDO�FULPHV�±�
PXUGHU��UDSH��FKLOG�PROHVWDWLRQ��7KH\�ZHUH�DOO�OLDUV�DQG�WKLHYHV��7KH�PRUH�
,�KHDUG��WKH�GLUWLHU�,�IHOW��,�EHFDPH�DQJU\�DQG�WKRXJKW�WKDW�PD\EH�WKLV�ZD\�
VRPH�FUXHO�FRVPLF�MXVWLFH��:DV�WKLV�'HDWK¶V�¿�QDO�SXQLVKPHQW�IRU�FULPLQDOV"�
:RXOG�WKLV�EH�P\�SXQLVKPHQW�IRU�P\�FULPH"

,�FRXOG�QRW�KDYH�NQRZQ�DOO�WKRVH�\HDUV�DJR�WKDW�GHDWK�ZRXOG�EULQJ�P\�
KXPDQLW\�EDFN��6R�,�VDW�� ,� OLVWHQHG�� WKHLU� WHDU\�H\HG�UHJXUJLWDWLRQ�RI� WKHLU�
FULPHV�EXUQHG�P\�HDUV��OHDYLQJ�D�ELWWHU�WDVWH�LQ�P\�PRXWK�DV�,�FRQVXPHG�WKH�
FRQIHVVLRQV��7KHLU�SDLQ�ZRXOG�EXUURZ�LWVHOI�LQWR�P\�À�HVK��P\�KHDUW�ZHLJKHG�
KHDY\��$W� WLPHV� ,� ZDV� HPRWLRQDOO\� GUDLQHG� DQG� SK\VLFDOO\� H[KDXVWHG� DV�
,� FDUULHG� WKHLU� SDLQ��:DV� WKLV�P\� SXQLVKPHQW� DV� D�PXUGHUHU"� ,� VWURYH� WR�
IHHO�WKHLU�UHJUHWV��,�ZUDSSHG�WKHLU�VRUURZV�DURXQG�P\�VKLYHULQJ�ERG\�OLNH�D�
ZRUQ�RXW�KRVSLWDO�EODQNHW��,�FRXOG�QRW�XQGHUVWDQG��EXW�VRPHKRZ�MXVW�EHLQJ�
ZLWK�WKHP�DQG�OLVWHQLQJ�OLJKWHQHG�WKHLU�EXUGHQ�EHIRUH�'HDWK�VWHSSHG�LQ�WR�
WDNH� WKHP��7KHUH�ZHUH� WLPHV� WKDW� ,�ZLWQHVVHG�'HDWK�FRPH�� LW�ZDV�DOZD\V�
QHDU��ZKHQ�FRXQWLQJ�WKH�EUHDWKV�DV�,�GLG�KRXU�E\�KRXU��6RPHWLPHV�,�GLG�QRW�
ZDQW�KLP�WR�FRPH�DQG�,�FULHG�LQ�P\�FHOO�QRW�ZDQWLQJ�D�UHODWLRQVKLS�WR�HQG��
³QRW�\HW´�,�ZRXOG�ZKLVSHU�

0\�JUDQGIDWKHU�GLHG�DQG�,�GLG�QRW�JHW�WR�KROG�KLV�KDQG��,�GLG�QRW�FKDQJH�
KLV�EHGGLQJ��,�GLG�QRW�KDYH�WKH�SULYLOHJH�RI�OLVWHQLQJ�WR�KLV�VWRU\��WR�¿�QG�RXW�
LI�KH�KDG�UHJUHWV��'LG�KH�KDYH�FRQIHVVLRQV�WR�PDNH"�,�ZDV�QRW�WKHUH�ZKHQ�
'HDWK�FDPH�IRU�KLP��,�GLG�QRW�SOHDG�ZLWK�'HDWK�WR�ZDLW�

,�KDYH�TXHVWLRQHG�P\�PRWLYHV��P\�SXUSRVH�DQG�P\�UROH�LQ�SULVRQ��0XUGHU�
EURXJKW�PH�WR�WKLV�SODFH��EXW�LW�ZDV�GHDOLQJ�ZLWK�'HDWK�WKDW�EURXJKW�PH�EDFN�
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WR�OLIH��,�ZLOO�VSHQG�WKH�UHVW�RI�P\�OLIH�LQ�SULVRQ�IRU�WKH�FULPHV�,�FRPPLWWHG��
EXW�\RX�ZLOO�¿�QG�PH�VLWWLQJ��OLVWHQLQJ�DQG�ZDLWLQJ�WR�PHHW�'HDWK�LQ�WKH�FROG�
LQ¿�UPDU\�RI�WKH�6WDWH�3HQLWHQWLDU\�
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