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Education in Prison?
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5HÀ�HFWLQJ� XSRQ�P\� WLPH� LQ� WKH�&DQDGLDQ� IHGHUDO� SHQLWHQWLDU\� V\VWHP�
ZKHUH�,�DP�FRPSOHWLQJ�D�VHQWHQFH�SUHPLVHG�RQ�WKH�LGHD�WKDW�,�FRXOG�

XVH�WKLV�SHULRG�RI�P\�OLIH� WR�ZRUN�RQ�P\VHOI�IRU�P\�RZQ�EHWWHUPHQW�DQG�
WKDW�RI�VRFLHW\��,�FDQQRW�KHOS�EXW�WKLQN�DERXW�WKH�GLVFRQQHFW�EHWZHHQ�R൶��FLDO�
SROLF\�DQG�SUDFWLFH��%HORZ��,�KLJKOLJKW�D�IHZ�VXFK�JDSV�WKDW�LI�EULGJHG�ZRXOG�
PDNH� DQ� LPSRUWDQW� GL൵�HUHQFH� IRU� ERWK� IHGHUDO� SULVRQHUV� DQG� &DQDGLDQ�
FRPPXQLWLHV�WR�ZKLFK�WKH�YDVW�PDMRULW\�RI�XV�ZLOO�RQH�GD\�UHWXUQ�
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,� IHHO� WKDW� WKHUH� DUH� QRW� HQRXJK� RSSRUWXQLWLHV� WR� IXUWKHU� RXU� HGXFDWLRQ�
ZKLOH�LQ�SULVRQ��2XWVLGH�,�ZRUN�ZLWK�FRPSXWHUV�DV�D�ZHE�GHYHORSHU�DQG�
VLQFH�DUULYLQJ�LQ�IHGHUDO�SULVRQ�,�KDYH�EHHQ�XQDEOH�WR�¿�QG�DQ\WKLQJ��DVLGH�
IURP�WKH�ERRNV�WKDW�,�ZDV�VHQW�E\�P\�IDPLO\��WR�KHOS�PH�IXUWKHU�P\�FDUHHU�
LQ�SURJUDPPLQJ�

:HE� GHYHORSPHQW� DQG� SURJUDPPLQJ� DUH� UDSLGO\� ERRPLQJ� LQGXVWULHV�
�9HQWXUH�%HDW���������:H�ZRXOG�QRW�QHHG�DQ\�QHWZRUN�RU� LQWHUQHW�DFFHVV�
WR� OHDUQ� EDVLF� SURJUDPPLQJ� RU� LPSURYH� XSRQ� H[LVWLQJ� VNLOOV� �VHH� 6KHD��
�������,W�VHHPV�FUD]\�WR�PH�WKDW�,�KDYH�D�VNLOO�WKDW�ZLOO�KHOS�PH�WR�EHFRPH�D�
SURGXFWLYH�PHPEHU�RI�VRFLHW\�XSRQ�P\�UHOHDVH��EXW�,�DP�QRW�HQFRXUDJHG�RU�
HYHQ�DOORZHG�WR�SUDFWLFH�P\�WUDGH�VR�WKDW�,�ZLOO�QRW�EH�EHKLQG�LQ�WKH�LQGXVWU\�
ZKHQ�,�DP�UHOHDVHG�

$QRWKHU�SRLQW�RQ�HGXFDWLRQ� LV� WKH� ODFN�RI� FKRLFH� LQ� WHUPV�RI�GLVWDQFH�
HGXFDWLRQ� FRXUVHV� DYDLODEOH�ZLWKRXW� LQWHUQHW� DFFHVV� �&6&�� ������� DOPRVW�
DOO�RI�WKH�FRUUHVSRQGHQFH�FRXUVHV�DYDLODEOH�DUH�RQ�WKH�LQWHUQHW��7KH�FRXUVHV�
WKDW�,�ZDV�DEOH�WR�¿�QG��WKURXJK�DVVLVWDQFH�IURP�P\�IDPLO\�ZKR�KDYH�EHHQ�
ORRNLQJ� VLQFH� ,� HQWHUHG� IHGHUDO� SULVRQ�� DUH� HLWKHU� DFFRXQWLQJ� RU� EXVLQHVV�
FRXUVHV��,�FDQQRW�HYHQ�¿�QG�DQ\�SXUH�PDWK�GLVWDQFH�FRXUVHV��H�J��VWDWLVWLFV��
SUREDELOLW\�RU�FDOFXOXV��WKDW�GR�QRW�UHTXLUH�LQWHUQHW�DFFHVV��DQG�WKHVH�DUH�WKH�
QH[W�EHVW�WKLQJV�WR�FRPSXWHU�VFLHQFH�IRU�PH��,W�ZRXOG�EH�JUHDW�LI�ZKLOH�,�DP�
LQFDUFHUDWHG�,�FRXOG�IXUWKHU�P\�HGXFDWLRQ�DIWHU�¿�QLVKLQJ�KLJK�VFKRRO�DQG�QRW�
FRPH�RXW�RI�SULVRQ�ZLWK�OHVV�RI�D�FKDQFH�RI�JHWWLQJ�D�JRRG�MRE�WKDQ�ZKHQ�
,�ZDV�DUUHVWHG��,�IHHO�OLNH�WKH�V\VWHP�LV�QRW�EXLOW�WR�KHOS�SULVRQHUV�VXFFHHG�
XSRQ�WKHLU�UHOHDVH��EXW�UDWKHU�MXVW�ZDUHKRXVH�XV�KHUH�XQWLO�RXU�UHOHDVH�GDWH�
DUULYHV�� ,� KDYH�H[SODLQHG�P\� VLWXDWLRQ� WR�PXOWLSOH�SHRSOH�KHUH�� LQFOXGLQJ�
VFKRRO�FRXQVHOORUV�� WHDFKHUV�DQG�SDUROH�R൶��FHUV�� DQG�KDYH�EHHQ� WROG� WLPH�
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DQG� WLPH� DJDLQ� WKDW� WKHUH� LV� QR�ZD\� IRU�PH� WR� JHW� RQ� D� FRPSXWHU��7KHUH�
DUH� RQO\� FHUWDLQ� LQVWLWXWLRQV� WKDW� KDYH� FRPSXWHU� SURJUDPV� DYDLODEOH��:H�
KDYH�VRPH�FRPSXWHUV�LQ�P\�FXUUHQW�LQVWLWXWLRQ�DQG�,�GR�QRW�VHH�ZK\�ZH�DUH�
XQDEOH�WR�KDYH�DQ\�FRPSXWHU�FRXUVHV�KHUH�DV�ZHOO�
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)RU�WKRVH�RI�XV�ZKR�WU\�WR�IXUWKHU�RXU�HGXFDWLRQ�RQ�RXU�RZQ�WLPH�E\�EULQJLQJ�
LQ� ERRNV� WR� VWXG\��ZH� DUH� OLPLWHG� WR� RQO\�EULQJLQJ� LQ� D� VPDOO� QXPEHU� RI�
ERRNV��'XULQJ�P\�ODVW�VHQWHQFH�,�WULHG�WR�EULQJ�LQ�ER[HV�RI�ERRNV�RQ�VXEMHFWV�
IURP�VXEVWDQFH�DEXVH�WR�FRPSXWHU�SURJUDPPLQJ�DQG�ZDV�WROG�WKDW�,�FRXOG�
RQO\�KDYH����EHFDXVH�PRUH�WKDQ�WKDW�ZRXOG�EH�D�¿�UH�KD]DUG��&6&���������,Q�
DGGLWLRQ�WR�WKLV��ZH�DUH�RQO\�DOORZHG�WR�RUGHU�IURP�D�VPDOO�VHOHFWLRQ�WKDW�KDV�
QR�VSHFLDOL]HG�HGXFDWLRQDO�ERRNV�DQG�ZH�DUH�DOVR�OLPLWHG�LQ�WKH�DPRXQW�ZH�
FDQ�VSHQG��-RVHSK\��������
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,Q�WHUPV�RI�WKH�SD\�V\VWHP�,�EHOLHYH�WKDW�LW�LV�LQFUHGLEO\�XQIDLU��,QVWHDG�RI�
LQFUHDVLQJ�RXU�ZDJHV�WR�NHHS�SDFH�ZLWK�LQÀ�DWLRQ��6KRRN��������WKH\�KDYH�
EHHQ�FXW�DQG�WKH�GHGXFWLRQV�KDYH�EHHQ�LQFUHDVHG��LELG���7KH�SULFH�RI�IRRG�
JRHV�XS�\HDU�DIWHU�\HDU�DQG�RXU�SD\�UHPDLQV�WKH�VDPH��$V�D�UHVXOW��ZH�FDQ�
EX\�OHVV�DQG�OHVV��)RU�D�GD\¶V�ZRUN��������VHHPV�D�OLWWOH�DEXVLYH�WR�PH�
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,Q�FRQFOXVLRQ��XQGHU�WKH�FXUUHQW�FLUFXPVWDQFHV�LW�LV�YHU\�GL൶��FXOW�WR�LPSURYH�
P\VHOI�DQG�P\�HGXFDWLRQ�ZKLOH�,�DP�LQFDUFHUDWHG��,�WKRXJKW�WKH�UHDVRQ�IRU�
EHLQJ�KHOG� LQ�SULVRQ�ZDV�VXSSRVHG�WR�EH�UHKDELOLWDWLRQ��EXW�,�KDYH�D�KDUG�
WLPH�EHOLHYLQJ�WKDW�LV�WKH�FDVH�ULJKW�QRZ�
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&RUUHFWLRQDO� 6HUYLFHV� &DQDGD� >&6&@� ������� ³3HUVRQDO� 3URSHUW\� RI� 2൵�HQGHUV´�� 2WWDZD��
5HWULHYHG�IURP�KWWSV���ZZZ�FVF�VFF�JF�FD�SROLWLTXHV�HW�ORLV��������FG�HQJ�VKWPO�V�DD

&RUUHFWLRQDO� 6HUYLFHV�&DQDGD� >&6&@� ������� ³*XLGHOLQHV� IRU� (GXFDWLRQDO� 3URJUDPV´��
2WWDZD��5HWULHYHG�IURP�KWWSV���ZZZ�FVF�VFF�JF�FD�ORLV�HW�UHJOHPHQWV�������JO�HQJ�
VKWPO
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6KHD��$OHF��������³:KLOH�&DOLIRUQLD�LV�WHDFKLQJ�SULVRQHUV�WR�FRGH��RWKHU�VWDWHV�EDQ�WKHP�
IURP�WHDFKLQJ�WKHPVHOYHV´��Muck Rock�±�$XJXVW�����5HWULHYHG�IURP�KWWSV���ZZZ�
PXFNURFN�FRP�QHZV�DUFKLYHV������DXJ����SULVRQV�FRGLQJ�EDQ�

6KRRN�� -DUURG� ������� ³7UXGHDX� JRYHUQPHQW� VKRXOG� UHWKLQN� KRZ� LW� SD\V� SULVRQHUV´��
Ottawa Citizen� ±� )HEUXDU\� ��� 5HWULHYHG� IURP� KWWSV���RWWDZDFLWL]HQ�FRP�RSLQLRQ�
FROXPQLVWV�VKRRN�WUXGHDX�JRYHUQPHQW�VKRXOG�UH�WKLQN�KRZ�LW�SD\V�SULVRQHUV

9HQWXUH�%HDW��������³'HPDQG�LV�ERRPLQJ�IRU�ZHE�GHYHORSHUV�±�DORQJ�ZLWK�WKH�QHHG�IRU�
PRUH� WHFK� VNLOOV´��$XJXVW�����5HWULHYHG� IURP�KWWSV���YHQWXUHEHDW�FRP������������
GHPDQG�LV�ERRPLQJ�IRU�ZHE�GHYHORSHUV�DORQJ�ZLWK�QHHG�IRU�PRUH�WHFK�VNLOOV�
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