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Norman A. Bristol

,Q�������P\�IULHQG�DQG�EURWKHU�LQ�DUPV�DVNHG�PH�WR�GR�KLP�D�IDYRXU��KH�DVNHG�PH� WR� KHOS� KLP� GLH��+H�ZDV� LQ� D� EDG�ZD\�� ERWK� SK\VLFDOO\� DQG�
SV\FKRORJLFDOO\��DQG�ZDQWHG�WR�HQG�LW�DOO��7R�HQOLVW�P\�KHOS�KH�UHPLQGHG�PH�
RI�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�KH�KDG�VDYHG�P\�OLIH�WZLFH�DQG�WKDW�,�RZHG�KLP��%DFN�WKHQ��
,�ZDV�VRPHZKDW�RI�D�PHVV�SHUVRQDOO\�DQG�SV\FKRORJLFDOO\��DQG�ZDV�DOVR�RQ�
WKH�URDG�WR�VHOI�GHVWUXFWLRQ��0\�GLVSURSRUWLRQDWH�VHQVH�RI�GXW\�DQG�KRQRXU�
OHG�PH�WR�PDNH�WKH�ZRUVW�GHFLVLRQ�RI�P\�OLIH�

,W�ZDV�QRW�ORQJ�EHIRUH�,�ZDV�FRQIHVVLQJ�WR�P\�FULPH�DQG�SOHDGLQJ�JXLOW\�
WR�PXUGHU�LQ�WKH�VHFRQG�GHJUHH�DIWHU�DOPRVW�RQH�\HDU�LQ�SUH�VHQWHQFH�FXVWRG\��
7KLV�ZDV�LQ�������(YHQ�EDFN�WKHQ�WKH�SUHVLGLQJ�MXGJH�IHOW�LW�QHFHVVDU\�WR�DVN�
PH�WKUHH�WLPHV�LI�WKLV�ZDV�WUXO\�ZKDW�,�ZDQWHG�WR�GR��$IWHU�DQVZHULQJ��KH�
WROG�WR�PH�WKDW�KH�ZLVKHG�KH�ZRXOG�QRW�KDYH�KDG�WR�JLYH�PH�D�OLIH�VHQWHQFH��
EXW�VLQFH�WKH�ODZ�ZDV�HTXDO�IRU�DOO��KH�KDG�QR�FKRLFH��+H�WKHQ�VDLG�KH�ZRXOG�
JLYH�PH�WKH�PLQLPXP�SRVVLEOH�VHQWHQFH�JLYHQ�WKH�FLUFXPVWDQFHV��OLIH�ZLWK�
SDUROH�HOLJLELOLW\�VHW�DW����\HDUV��7KH�ODVW�ZRUGV�WKDW�KH�VSRNH�ZHUH��³,�KRSH�
0U��%ULVWRO�\RX�ZLOO�¿�QG�WKH�KHOS�\RX�QHHG�RQ�WKH�LQVLGH´�

:HOO�DV�LW�WXUQV�RXW�,�GLG��)URP������WR������,�KDG�DFFHVV�WR�PDQ\�GL൵�HUHQW�
SURJUDPV� ZKLFK� ZHUH� WDLORUHG� IRU� P\� QHHGV�� HGXFDWLRQ�� DQG� SURIHVVLRQDO�
WUDLQLQJ� LQ�GL൵�HUHQW�¿�HOGV��$OO� WKHVH� WKLQJV� FRQWULEXWHG�JUHDWO\� WR�P\� VHOI�
HVWHHP�DQG�P\�VHOI�ZRUWK��QRW�WR�PHQWLRQ�P\�HPSOR\DELOLW\�ZKHQ�,�UHWXUQHG�
WR�VRFLHW\��,Q�������,�KDG�DQRWKHU��VRPHZKDW�RI�DQRWKHU�OLJKWHU�EUHDNGRZQ��,�
ZDV�IHHOLQJ�OLNH�,�FRXOG�QRW�FRSH��,�DVNHG�IRU�KHOS��,Q�IDFW��,�DVNHG�WR�JR�EDFN�
WR�SULVRQ�EHFDXVH�,�IHOW�,�ZRXOG�EH�VDIHU�WKHUH��,W�ZDV�YHU\�KDUG�IRU�PH��EXW�LW�
ZDV�XOWLPDWHO\�D�JRRG�WKLQJ�EHFDXVH�,�KDG�DFFHVV�WR�D�SV\FKRORJLVW�DQG�,�DOVR�
XQGHUWRRN�SURIHVVLRQDO�WUDLQLQJ�LQ�ERG\�ZRUN�DQG�REWDLQHG�P\�GLSORPD�

$V� LW� WXUQV�RXW��DOO�RI� WKLV�ZDV�PDGH�SRVVLEOH�ZKHQ� WKH�SULVRQ�V\VWHP�
ZDV� VWLOO� somewhat� IXQFWLRQDO� LQ� WKH� PHDQV� RI� UHKDELOLWDWLRQ�� $OVR�� WKH�
SULVRQV�XVHG�WR�KDYH�ZHOO�HTXLSSHG�KREE\�VKRSV�ZKHUH�PDQ\�WDOHQWV�ZHUH�
GLVFRYHUHG�DQG�H[HUFLVHG��$W�RQH�SRLQW��SULVRQHUV�ZHUH�HQFRXUDJHG�WR�JHW�
XS�DQG�JR�WR�ZRUN�EHFDXVH�WKH\�FRXOG�JDLQ�ERQXVHV�IRU�WKHLU�ZHOO�UHQGHUHG�
VHUYLFHV��0RVW�SULVRQV�,�ZHQW�WR�ZRXOG�KDYH�D�PXVLF�URRP�ZKHUH�RQH�FRXOG�
DOVR�LQGXOJH�DQG�SXULI\�RQH¶V�VRXO�WKURXJK�WKH�DUW�RI�PXVLF��QRW�WR�PHQWLRQ�
WKH�VKRZV�ZH�XVHG�WR�JLYH�GXULQJ�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�YLVLWV�DQG�RWKHU�HYHQWV�

7KHVH�DUH�EXW�D�IHZ�WKLQJV�WKDW�DUH�QR�ORQJHU�SRVVLEOH�WKDQNV�WR�DOO�WKH�
FXWV�DQG�FKDQJHV�PDGH�LQ�WKH�SDVW�IHZ�\HDUV��VHH�6KRRN���������,�FDQ�RQO\�
VSHDN� IRU�P\VHOI��EXW�DV� LW� WXUQV�RXW�� LW� LV� WKH� WKLUG� WLPH�P\�IULHQG�VDYHG�
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P\�OLIH��3ULVRQ�KDV�GRQH�PH�PRUH�JRRG�WKDQ�LW�KDV�EDG��7KHQ�DJDLQ��,�KDYH�
QHYHU�PDGH� FULPH�P\� IXOO�WLPH�RFFXSDWLRQ�� EXW� QRQHWKHOHVV� ,� GR�EHOLHYH�
LQ�WKH�JRRGQHVV�RI�SHRSOH��QR�PDWWHU�ZKDW��DQG�,�DOVR�EHOLHYH�WKDW�RQH�FDQ�
EH�RYHU�UHKDELOLWDWHG��,�WKLQN�RQFH�RQH�KDV�EHHQ�SDUROHG��RQH�VKRXOG�QRW�EH�
VXEMHFWHG�WR�UHLQFDUFHUDWLRQ�IRU�PLQRU�IDXOWV��HVSHFLDOO\�DIWHU�RQH�KDV�EHHQ�
RXW�IRU�PDQ\�\HDUV�DQG�KDV�SURYHQ�WR�QRW�EH�D�ULVN�IRU�VRFLHW\�LQ�JHQHUDO�

5()(5(1&(6

�6KRRN�� -DUURG� ������� ³7UXGHDX� JRYHUQPHQW� VKRXOG� UHWKLQN� KRZ� LW� SD\V� SULVRQHUV´��
Ottawa Citizen� ±� )HEUXDU\� ��� 5HWULHYHG� IURP� KWWSV���RWWDZDFLWL]HQ�FRP�RSLQLRQ�
FROXPQLVWV�VKRRN�WUXGHDX�JRYHUQPHQW�VKRXOG�UH�WKLQN�KRZ�LW�SD\V�SULVRQHUV
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