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Life Sentences Are Evil
Anonymous Concerned Convict

,�KDYH�EHHQ�LQFDUFHUDWHG�IRU�VRPH�WLPH�QRZ��,�KDYH�PDQ\�LVVXHV�ZLWK�KRZ�WKH�&RUUHFWLRQDO�6HUYLFH�RI�&DQDGD��&6&��DQG�WKH�&DQDGLDQ�MXVWLFH�V\VWHP�
DUH�not ZRUNLQJ��,�GR�QRW�XQGHUVWDQG�ZK\�&DQDGD�KDV�WKH�OLIH�VHQWHQFH��,�
FDPH�KHUH�IURP�3RUWXJDO�DV�D�\RXQJ�FKLOG�DQG�DOZD\V�WKRXJKW�RI�&DQDGD�
DV� EHLQJ� WKLV� ODUJHU� WKDQ� OLIH� FRXQWU\�ZKHQ� LW� FDPH� WR� KXPDQ� ULJKWV��$OO�
P\�SDUHQWV�WDONHG�DERXW�ZKHQ�,�ZDV�JURZLQJ�XS�ZDV�KRZ�JUHDW�D�FRXQWU\�
&DQDGD�ZDV�DQG�KRZ�HYHU\�FLWL]HQ� LQ�&DQDGD�FRXQWV� IRU� VRPHWKLQJ��DQG�
WKDW�MXVW�EHLQJ�&DQDGLDQ�JLYHV�\RX�D�EHWWHU�VWDQGLQJ�LQWHUQDWLRQDOO\�EHFDXVH�
RI�KRZ�WKH�ZRUOG�ORRNV�DW�WKLV�FRXQWU\��*URZLQJ�XS�KHUH�LQ�&DQDGD��,�GLG�
IHHO�SURXG��,�GLG�IHHO�WKDW�VRPHKRZ�ZKHQ�YLVLWLQJ�IULHQGV�DQG�IDPLO\�LQ�WKH�
8QLWHG�6WDWHV�RU�(XURSH�WKDW�,�ZDV�FRPLQJ�IURP�D�EHWWHU�SODFH��D�QDWLRQ�ZLWK�
D�KLJKHU�PRUDO�VWDQGLQJ��7KLV�LPSUHVVLRQ�,�KDG�RI�&DQDGD�ZDV�FRPSOHWHO\�
VKDWWHUHG�ZKHQ�,�FDPH�WR�SULVRQ��3RUWXJDO�PD\�EH�D�SRRUHU�FRXQWU\�ZKHQ�
ZH�FRPSDUH�RXU�*'3��2(&'��������WR�&DQDGD��EXW�,�WKLQN�WKDW�ZKDW�WKH�
IRUPHU�ODFNV�LQ�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�ZHDOWK��LW�PDNHV�XS�LQ�PRUDO�ZHDOWK�

,W� LV� DJDLQVW� WKH� FRQVWLWXWLRQ� RI� 3RUWXJDO� WR� EH� JLYHQ� D� OLIH� VHQWHQFH�
�Constitution of the Portuguese Republic DUW������������:K\�GRHV�&DQDGD�
VWLOO�UHO\�RQ�VXFK�FUXHO�VHQWHQFLQJ�JXLGHOLQHV"�7KHUH�DUH�VHYHUDO�FRXQWULHV�
DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG�WKDW�GR�QRW�GROH�RXW�OLIH����RU�OLIH����RU�DQ\�IRUP�RI�OLIH�
VHQWHQFH�DQG�WKHLU�VRFLHWLHV�DUH�QRW�FUXPEOLQJ�LQWR�GLVDUUD\��$PHULFD��ZLWK�
WKHLU�µWRXJK�RQ�FULPH¶�VWDQFH��LV�D�YHU\�EDG�PRUDO�FRPSDVV�IRU�&DQDGD�WR�EHW�
LWV�IXWXUH�RQ��3ULQFH���������:H�DV�&DQDGLDQV�VKRXOG�QRW�ORRN�WR�D�FRXQWU\�
WKDW�ZRXOG� OHW� RQH�RI� WKHLU� FLWL]HQV� GLH� LQ� WKH� VWUHHW� EHFDXVH� WKH\� FDQQRW�
D൵�RUG�KHDOWK�LQVXUDQFH�DV�DQ\�W\SH�RI�PRUDO�FRPSDVV��,�KDYH�UHDG��EXW�QHYHU�
XQGHUVWRRG�WKH�H[SUHVVLRQ�³D�VRFLHW\�FDQ�EH�MXGJHG�E\�KRZ�WKH\�WUHDW�WKHLU�
SULVRQHUV´��XQWLO�,�GLG�VRPH�WLPH�P\VHOI�

7KH�+DUSHU�JRYHUQPHQW�EXWFKHUHG�DQ\�SRVLWLYH�SURJUHVV��3ULQFH���������
7KH�+DUSHU�UHJLPH�DOO�EXW�R൶��FLDOO\�UHPRYHG�UHKDELOLWDWLRQ�WKDW�WKH�&DQDGLDQ�
*RYHUQPHQW�KDG�VWULYHG�WRZDUGV�LQ�WKH�SHULRG�IROORZLQJ�WKH�6HFRQG�:RUOG�
:DU� �&RRN� DQG� 5RHVFK�� ������� +RZ� FDQ� DQ\RQH� FODLP� WKDW� WKHUH� LV� D�
SRVVLELOLW\�IRU�UHKDELOLWDWLRQ�ZKHQ�\RX�KDQG�RXW�OLIH���"�+RZ�LV�LW�WKDW�WKH�
DYHUDJH�&DQDGLDQ�GRHV�QRW�VHH�WKLV�DV�DQ�DWWDFN�RQ�KXPDQ�ULJKWV"�+RZ�LV�
LW�WKDW�QRERG\�VWRRG�XS�DQG�SRLQWHG�WR�WKLV�DV�WKH�VWDUW�RI�D�YHU\�GDQJHURXV�
PRYHPHQW"�,�KDYH�VHHQ�WKHVH�W\SHV�RI�PRYHPHQWV�LQ�(XURSH¶V�KLVWRU\�DQG�
LW�QHYHU�WXUQV�RXW�YHU\�ZHOO�IRU�WKH�PDVVHV��'R�QRW�OHW�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�SDVV�
QHZ� ODZV� VR� HDVLO\�� )LJKW�� DUJXH�� ZULWH� OHWWHUV� DQG� H�PDLOV�� FKDQJH� \RXU�
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YRWLQJ�WR�D�PRUH�OHIW�OHDQLQJ�SURJUHVVLYH�FDQGLGDWH�EHFDXVH�ZKHQ�D�OHDGHU�
LV� LQVWDOOLQJ� QHZ� ORQJHU�� WRXJKHU� VHQWHQFHV� DQG� LV� WDONLQJ� DERXW� EXLOGLQJ�
VXSHU�SULVRQV�WR�KRXVH�DOO�WKHVH�QHZ�SULVRQHUV��LW�XVXDOO\�PHDQV�WKDW�ORWV�RI�
LQQRFHQWV�ZLOO�HQG�XS�LQ�MDLO�

7KHUH�DUH�PDQ\��PDQ\�SUREOHPV�ZLWK�RXU� IHGHUDO�SHQLWHQWLDULHV�� ,�FDQ�
JR�RQ�DQG�RQ�DERXW� WKH� ODFN�RI�KDOIZD\�KRXVH�DYDLODELOLW\� �WKXV� WUDSSLQJ�
SHRSOH�LQ�SULVRQ�SDVW�WKHLU�SDUROH�HOLJLELOLW\�GDWHV���WKH�IDFW�WKDW�WKH�SD\V�DUH�
VR�ORZ�WKDW�SULVRQHUV�DUH�OLYLQJ�IDU�EHORZ�WKH�SRYHUW\�OLQH��6KRRN���������
WKDW� WKHUH� DUH� QR�PRUH�PXFK� QHHGHG� WUDLQLQJ� SURJUDPV� IRU� SHRSOH� EHLQJ�
UHOHDVHG�ZLWKRXW�SURSHU�MRE�VNLOOV��*XpULQ�F��&DQDGD���WKDW�WKHUH�DUH�PRUH�
SUREOHPV�WKDQ�VROXWLRQV�LQ�WKH�&6&��3HRSOH�QHHG�WR�PDNH�QRLVH�DERXW�WKHVH�
LVVXHV�� 7KH\� QHHG� WR� IRUFH� WKH� JRYHUQPHQW� WR� DFW��$Q\� JRYHUQPHQW� WKDW�
FODLPV� WR�EH�DQ�KRQHVW�GHPRFUDF\� WKDW�DOORZV� LQQRFHQW�SHRSOH� WR� VWD\� LQ�
MDLO�EHFDXVH�LW�ZRXOG�EH�WRR�FRPSOLFDWHG�WR�UHOHDVH�WKHP�RU�WR�¿�JKW�IRU�WKHP�
GRHV�QRW�GHVHUYH�WR�H[LVW��,Q�D�MXVW�VRFLHW\��SHRSOH�VKRXOG�QRW�EH�DIUDLG�RI�
WKHLU�JRYHUQPHQW��LW�LV�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�WKDW�VKRXOG�EH�DIUDLG�RI�WKHLU�SHRSOH�
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�&RQVWLWXWLRQ�RI�WKH�3RUWXJXHVH�5HSXEOLF��DUW�����������³/LPLWV�RQ�6HQWHQFHV�DQG�6HFXULW\�
0HDVXUHV´��5HWULHYHG�IURP�KWWSV���GUH�SW�SDUW�L

&RRN��$ODQD�DQG�5RQDOG�5RHVFK��������³µ7RXJK�RQ�&ULPH¶�5HIRUPV��:KDW�3V\FKRORJ\�
+DV� WR�6D\�$ERXW� WKH�5HFHQW�DQG�3URSRVHG� -XVWLFH�3ROLF\� LQ�&DQDGD´��Canadian 
Psychology�����������������

*XpULQ�F��&DQDGD��3URFXUHXU�JpQpUDO���������&$)������&DQ/,,���5HWULHYHG�IURP�KWWSV���
ZZZ�FDQOLL�RUJ�IU�FD�FDI�GRF����������FDI��������FDI����KWPO

2(&'��������³5HDO�*'3�)RUHFDVW´��5HWULHYHG�IURP�KWWSV���GDWD�RHFG�RUJ�JGS�UHDO�JGS�
IRUHFDVW�KWP

3ULQFH��0LFKDHO�-���������³3ULPH�0LQLVWHU�DV�0RUDO�&UXVDGHU��6WHSKHQ�+DUSHU¶V�3XQLWLYH�
7XUQ�LQ�6RFLDO�3ROLF\�PDNLQJ´��Canadian Review of Social Policy������������

�6KRRN�� -DUURG� ������� ³7UXGHDX� JRYHUQPHQW� VKRXOG� UHWKLQN� KRZ� LW� SD\V� SULVRQHUV´��
Ottawa Citizen� ±� )HEUXDU\� ��� 5HWULHYHG� IURP� KWWSV���RWWDZDFLWL]HQ�FRP�RSLQLRQ�
FROXPQLVWV�VKRRN�WUXGHDX�JRYHUQPHQW�VKRXOG�UH�WKLQN�KRZ�LW�SD\V�SULVRQHUV
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Anonymous Concerned Convict LV�LPSULVRQHG�DW�$UFKDPEDXOW�,QVWLWXWLRQ�


