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The Other Death Penalty in Canada? 
Convict 777
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&DQDGD�LV�D�SURJUHVVLYH�FRXQWU\��:H�KDYH�PHGLFDUH��ZHOIDUH��VRFLDOL]HG�
HOHPHQWDU\�DQG�VHFRQGDU\�HGXFDWLRQ��:H�KDYH�DOO�WKH�PDUNLQJV�RI�D�JUHDW�
QDWLRQ�� VR� ZK\� WKH� OLIH� VHQWHQFHV"� ,W� LV� QRW� D� GLVJXVWLQJ�� GHVWUXFWLYH��
LQKXPDQH� WRRO"� ,Q� IDFW�� LW� FRXOG� EH� DUJXHG� WKDW� WKH� OLIH� VHQWHQFH� LV� QR�
GL൵�HUHQW� WKDQ� WKH� GHDWK� SHQDOW\� �+DUWPDQ�� ������� ZKLFK� ZH� DEROLVKHG�
\HDUV�DJR�LQ�WKLV�FRXQWU\��:K\�PXVW�&DQDGD�FRQWLQXH�WR�KROG�RQ�WR�VXFK�
D�WDUQLVKLQJ��HYLO�WKLQJ"�$�WUXH�SURJUHVVLYH�GHPRFUDF\�GRHV�QRW�QHHG�OLIH�
VHQWHQFHV�RU�WKH�GHDWK�SHQDOW\��&DQDGD�VKRXOG�PRYH�DZD\�IURP�IROORZLQJ�
EURNHQ� H[DPSOHV� OLNH� WKH� 8QLWHG� 6WDWHV� �LELG��� ,QVWHDG�� ZH� VKRXOG�
FRQFHQWUDWH� RQ� FRXQWULHV� OLNH� 3RUWXJDO� �Constitution of the Portuguese 
Republic�� DUW�� ���������� ,I�ZH�DUH� WR�EH� DV� DGYDQFHG�RQ� WKH�ZRUOG� VWDJH�
DV� ZH� WKLQN�ZH� DUH�� WKHQ�ZH�PXVW� DEROLVK� WKH� OLIH� VHQWHQFH�� QRW� LQ� ���
\HDUV�RU����\HDUV��EXW�QRZ��7KLV�FDQQRW�ZDLW��2QH�PXVW�FKRRVH�D�PRUH�
KXPDQLWDULDQ�ZD\�WKDQ�ZKDW�ZH�KDYH�FKRVHQ�DW�SUHVHQW�
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+RZ�LV�LW�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�QR�URRP�IRU�SULVRQHUV�JHWWLQJ�RXW�RI�MDLO�LQ�WKH�KDOIZD\�
KRXVHV"�,�WKLQN�WKHUH�PXVW�EH�OHVV�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�VXSHU�SULVRQV�DQG�PRUH�
FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�KDOIZD\�KRXVHV�� ,W� LV�QRW�RQO\�H[WUHPHO\�FRVW�H൵�HFWLYH� WR�
VWRS�LPSULVRQLQJ�SHRSOH��EXW�LW�LV�WLPHO\�DV�SHRSOH�KHUH�KDYH�WR�ZDLW�ORQJ�
SHULRGV�RI�WLPH�LQ�SULVRQ�ZKLOH�WKH\�VHDUFK�IRU�EHG�VSDFH��7KLV�LV�ULGLFXORXV��
+RZ�DUH�SULVRQHUV�VXSSRVHG�WR�UHKDELOLWDWH�DQG�UHEXLOG�WKHLU�OLYHV�ZKHQ�ZH�
DUH�QRW�JLYHQ�WKH�SURSHU�WRROV�IRU�VXFFHVV"�:KHQ�D�SULVRQHU�IDLOV��VRFLHW\�
DOVR�IDLOV�DQG�VX൵�HUV�WKH�FRQVHTXHQFHV�
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,�KDYH�EHHQ�LQ�SULVRQ�IRU�VRPH�WLPH�QRZ�DQG�,�KDYH�FRPH�WR�PHHW�SHRSOH�
IURP�DOO�ZDONV�RI� OLIH��7KH�RQH�JURXS�RI�SHRSOH� WKDW�FDXVHV�PH� WKH�PRVW�
GLVWUHVV�ZKHQ�,�WKLQN�DERXW�WKHLU�EHLQJ�LQFDUFHUDWHG�DUH�WKH�LQQRFHQW��7KHVH�
DUH�QRW�SHRSOH�WKDW�DUH�O\LQJ�RU�IDNLQJ��7KH\�DUH�QRW�WU\LQJ�WR�¿�JKW�WKH�V\VWHP�
DQG�WKH\�KDYH�VXUUHQGHUHG�WKHPVHOYHV�WR�LW��EURNHQ��KRSHOHVV�DQG�FRQIXVHG��
,W�IUHDNV�PH�RXW�EHFDXVH�KRZ�FDQ�WKLV�KDSSHQ�LQ�&DQDGD"�,�DP�VXUH�WKHVH�
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SHRSOH� GLG� QRW� WKLQN� LW�ZRXOG� KDYH� KDSSHQHG� WR� WKHP��$V� D� FRQYLFW� WKDW�
KDV�EHHQ�DURXQG�IRU�DV�ORQJ�DV�,�KDYH��,�FDQ�YHU\�HDVLO\�UHDG�RWKHU�FRQYLFWV�
DQG�SULVRQHUV��6R�WUXVW�PH�ZKHQ�,�WHOO�\RX�WKDW�WKHUH�DUH�LQQRFHQW�SHRSOH�LQ�
SULVRQV��3HUKDSV�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�VKRXOG�FUHDWH�D�SURJUDP�RU�VRPH�NLQG�RI�
ZDWFKGRJ�IRUFH� WKDW�FDQ� ORRN�FORVHO\�DW�SHRSOH� WKDW�ZHUH� IRXQG�JXLOW\�RI�
PXUGHU��,�WKRXJKW�WKDW�ZDV�FUD]\��XQWLO�,�VWDUWHG�PHHWLQJ�DOO�RI�WKHVH�LQQRFHQW�
SHRSOH� EHKLQG� EDUV�� ,I� LQQRFHQW� SHRSOH� DUH� WR� UHPDLQ� LQ� SULVRQ�� WKHQ� WKH�
ZKROH�V\VWHP�LV�WUXO\�LQ�GLVUHSXWH�
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&RQVWLWXWLRQ�RI�WKH�3RUWXJXHVH�5HSXEOLF��������³$UW�����������/LPLWV�RQ�6HQWHQFHV�DQG�
6HFXULW\�0HDVXUHV´��5HWULHYHG�IURP�KWWSV���GUH�SW�SDUW�L�

+DUWPDQ��.HQQHWK��������Too Cruel, Not Unusual Enough: An Anthology Published by 
the Other Death Penalty Project,�/DQFDVWHU��7KH�6WHHULQJ�&RPPLWWHH�3UHVV�
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