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A Few Reflections from Archambault Institution
Vincenzo Armeni

0\� QDPH� LV� 9LQFHQ]R� $UPHQL�� ,� DP� SUHVHQWO\� LQFDUFHUDWHG� DW�
$UFKDPEDXOW� 0HGLXP� 6HFXULW\� ,QVWLWXWLRQ�� ,� DP� DERXW� WZR�WKLUGV�

RI�WKH�ZD\�WKURXJK�D����\HDU�VHQWHQFH��,�KDYH�QRWLFHG�WKDW�RYHU�WKH�\HDUV�
WKH�V\VWHP�KDV�FKDQJHG�IRU�WKH�ZRUVH��)RU�H[DPSOH��,�UHFHQWO\�DSSOLHG�IRU�
D� WUDQVIHU� WR� D� PLQLPXP�VHFXULW\� LQVWLWXWLRQ�� $OWKRXJK� P\� FRUUHFWLRQDO�
R൶��FHU�VXSSRUWHG�P\�DSSOLFDWLRQ�DQG�WKH�&RUUHFWLRQDO�0DQDJHU��&0��VHHV�
QR�UHDVRQ�ZK\�,�DP�VWLOO�KHUH��P\�,QVWLWXWLRQDO�3DUROH�2൶��FHU�GHFLGHG�WKDW�
,�VKRXOG�UHPDLQ�KHUH�XQWLO�WKH�HQG�RI�P\�VHQWHQFH��7KH�UHDVRQV�VKH�SURYLGHV�
DUH�XQIRXQGHG��,�KDYH�EHHQ�LQ�IRU�ZHOO�RYHU�D�GHFDGH�ZLWK�QR�PDMRU��QRU�
PLQRU� UHSRUWV�� ,� IHHO� WKDW� ,� VKRXOG�EH� DOORZHG�D�JUDGXDO� UHOHDVH� VR� WKDW� ,�
FDQ�EHWWHU�SUHSDUH�P\VHOI�IRU�P\�HYHQWXDO�UHWXUQ�WR�WKH�FRPPXQLW\��ZKLFK�
LV� LPPLQHQW��7KH� µFXW�DQG�SDVWH¶� V\VWHP� WKH\�XVH� WR�SURGXFH� UHSRUWV�DQG�
DVVHVVPHQWV� IRU� GHFLVLRQV� �$�'�� PXVW� EH� FKDQJHG� DQG� HYHU\� SULVRQHU�
VKRXOG�EH�UHHYDOXDWHG�DV�SHU�WKH�SUHVHQW��*LYLQJ�DOO�WKLV�SRZHU�WR�RQH�SHUVRQ�
ZKR�GRHV�D�JRRG�MRE�RI�WU\LQJ�WR�VHH�\RX�DV�UDUHO\�DV�SRVVLEOH�LV�YHU\�XQMXVW�
DQG�PXVW�EH�FRUUHFWHG�LPPHGLDWHO\�

/,)(�6(17(1&(6

$V�IRU�SHRSOH�GRLQJ�OLIH�VHQWHQFHV��,�DP�QRW�D�OLIHU��EXW�,�IHHO�WKH\�DUH�VHULRXVO\�
EHLQJ�WUHDWHG�ZURQJ��,�FDQQRW�XQGHUVWDQG�ZK\�WKH\�FDQQRW�EH�JLYHQ�FKDQFHV�
WR�UHVWDUW�D�OLIH�ZKLOH�WKH\�VWLOO�FDQ��,Q�P\�RSLQLRQ�D�OLIH�VHQWHQFH�WRGD\�LV�
HTXLYDOHQW�WR�D�GHDWK�VHQWHQFH��+DUWPDQ��������DQG�VKRXOG�EH�FKDQJHG�VR�
WKDW�SHRSOH�FDQ�VWDUW�RYHU�

35,621(5�3$<

$V�IRU�SD\�,�WKLQN�WKLV�SRLQW�VKRXOG�EH�ORRNHG�DW�DJDLQ�DQG�DGMXVWHG�ZLWK�
WKH� WLPH�� ,�DP�HDUQLQJ� OHVV� WRGD\� WKDQ� ,�ZDV�ZKHQ� ,�EHJDQ�P\�VHQWHQFH��
:KLOH�WKH�SULFHV�RI�IRRG�KDYH�ULVHQ�ZLWK�LQÀ�DWLRQ�DQG�WKH�IRRG�JLYHQ�E\�WKH�
LQVWLWXWLRQ�KDV�EHHQ�VHULRXVO\�FXW��WKH�TXDOLW\�LV�DW�LWV�SRRUHVW�OHYHO�HYHU��$V�
IRU�WKH�SHRSOH�ZRUNLQJ�IRU�&25&$1�±�,�KDYH�QHYHU�DQG�ZLOO�QHYHU�ZRUN�IRU�
WKHP��7KHUH�LV�QR�ORQJHU�DQ\�LQFHQWLYH�WR�GR�VR�
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,�DP�FRPSHOOHG�WR�VD\�WKDW�WKH�OLYLQJ�FRQGLWLRQV��DW�OHDVW�KHUH��DUH�GLVJUDFHIXO�
DQG�MHRSDUGL]H�RXU�KHDOWK��7KHVH�LVVXHV�LQFOXGH�

��� +HDOWK� FDUH� UHXVLQJ� PHGLFDO� VXSSOLHV�� 7KLV� LV� YHU\� GDQJHURXV��
XQKHDUG� RI� DQG�PXVW� EH� VWRSSHG� VR� DV� WR� SUHYHQW� WKH� VSUHDG� RI�
GLVHDVH�

��� 7KLV� SODFH� LV� LQIHVWHG� ZLWK� URGHQWV� WKDW� FRPH� LQ� RXU� FHOOV� DQG�
VRPHWLPHV�HDW�RXU�IRRG�

��� 0DQ\�D�JXDUG�KDV�WROG�PH�WKH\�ZRXOG�QRW�ULQVH�WKHLU�PRXWK�DIWHU�
EUXVKLQJ�EHFDXVH�WKH�ZDWHU�KHUH�LV�VR�FRQWDPLQDWHG��<HW�LW�LV�RND\�
IRU�XV�WR�HDW��GULQN��FRRN�DQG�ZDVK�LQ�LW�

7KHVH�LVVXHV�DUH�DOO�LQ�QHHG�RI�UHGUHVV�LPPHGLDWHO\�
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+DUULV��.DWKOHHQ� ������� ³$XGLW�À�DJV� ULVN�RI� ³IRRG� UHODWHG�KHDOWK� HYHQW´� LQ�&DQDGLDQ�
SULVRQV´��CBC News ±� -XQH� ��� 5HWULHYHG� IURP� KWWSV���ZZZ�FEF�FD�QHZV�SROLWLFV�
SULVRQ�IRRG�FVF�DXGLW����������

+DUWPDQ��.HQQHWK��������Too Cruel, Not Unusual Enough: An Anthology Published by 
the Other Death Penalty Project,�/DQFDVWHU��7KH�6WHHULQJ�&RPPLWWHH�3UHVV�
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