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Doin’ Time in the Late Twenty Teens
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0\�QDPH�LV�*RUGRQ�DQG�,�DP�D�UHVLGHQW�RI�&DOLIRUQLD¶V�SULVRQ�V\VWHP��
7KHUH�LV�D�ORFDO�VD\LQJ��³&DPH�WR�&DOLIRUQLD�RQ�YDFDWLRQ�DQG�OHIW�RQ�

SUREDWLRQ´��+RZHYHU��LW�GRHV�QRW�DSSO\�LQ�P\�FDVH��,�FDPH�WR�&DOLIRUQLD�WR�
DYRLG�SURVHFXWLRQ�HOVHZKHUH��,�HDUQHG�P\�ULJKW�WR�EH�FRQ¿�QHG�KHUH�

1RZ�MXVW�EHFDXVH�,�KDYH�EHHQ�DW�WKLV�SULVRQ�IRU�D�ZKLOH�GRHV�QRW�PHDQ�
,�NQRZ�LW�DOO��+HDYHQ�IRUELG��QRQH�RI�XV�GR��7KHUH�DUH�D�ZKROH�ORW�RI�VXE�
VXUIDFH� LVVXHV�JRLQJ�RQ��6WX൵��ZH� UHJXODUV�DQG�JXDUGV�DOLNH�FDQQRW�NQRZ�
DERXW� EHFDXVH�� LI�ZH�GLG�� WKH� FXUUHQW� FRQWUROOHG� GH�VWDELOL]DWLRQ� SURJUDP�
ZRXOG�FROODSVH�

+HUH�LV�ZKHUH�,�ZLOO�TXDOLI\�P\VHOI��,�GLG�VRPH�\HDUV�LQ�/HYHO�,9�IROORZHG�
E\�D� MDXQW�RQ�/HYHO� ,,,�\DUGV�EHIRUH�,�JRW�KHUH� WR�/HYHO� ,,�D�GHFDGH�DJR��
6DGO\��,�DOVR�KDYH�VRPH�H[SHULHQFH�LQ�&DQDGD¶V�SULVRQ�V\VWHP�GDWLQJ�EDFN�
WR�µ����,�DP�QRW�QHZ�DW�WKLV��:LWK�WKDW�W\SH�RI�HGXFDWLRQ�LQ�OLIH�EHKLQG�WKH�
ZLUH��,�KDYH�EHFRPH�IDPLOLDU�ZLWK�KRZ�WKLQJV�W\SLFDOO\�ZRUN��/LNH�,�VDLG��,�
GR�QRW�NQRZ�LW�DOO��EXW�,�NQRZ�HQRXJK�

3ULRU� WR� WKH� µ5¶� �5HKDELOLWDWLRQ�� EHLQJ� WDFNHG� RQ� WR� WKH� &DOLIRUQLD�
'HSDUWPHQW�RI�&RUUHFWLRQV�� OLIH� LQ�SULVRQ�ZDV�SUHWW\�JORRP\��/LIHUV�ZHUH�
VFUHZHG��,Q�WKH�¿�IWHHQ�\HDUV�SULRU�WR�WKH�µ5¶�EHLQJ�DGRSWHG��,�VDZ�RQH�OLIHU�
SDUROH��RQ�KLV�IHHW���&DOLIRUQLD�ZDV�RSHUDWLQJ�XQGHU�WKH�SUHPLVH�WKDW�EHLQJ�
³WRXJK�RQ�FULPH´�ZRUNHG��7KH�VWDWH�ZHQW�LQWR�D�SULVRQ�EXLOGLQJ�IUHQ]\�WR�
VXSSRUW� WKLV� SKLORVRSK\� DQG� EHKRRYHG� ODZPDNHUV� WR� ¿�OO� DOO� WKH� QHZ�EHG�
VSDFH�� (YHU\RQH� VDLG�%RE� WKH� FOHUN�ZDV� D� QRWRULRXV� VQLWFK�� ,� SHUVRQDOO\�
GR�QRW�NQRZ�DERXW�WKDW��:KDW�,�GR�NQRZ�LV�KH�ZDV�D�&DSWDLQ¶V�&OHUN�DQG�
QRW�KLGLQJ�LW�IRU�\HDUV��,W�VHHPV�WR�PH�LI�KH�ZDV�D�UDW��VRPHRQH�ZRXOG�KDYH�
VWDEEHG�KLP��$V�,�SUHYLRXVO\�VWDWHG��KH�ZDV�WKH�RQO\�OLIHU�,�VDZ�RQ�SDUROH�
EHIRUH�WKLQJV�JRW�DOO�ZDUP�DQG�IX]]\�KHUH�LQ�&DOLIRUQLD�

:KHQ� UHKDELOLWDWLRQ� JRW� UH�LQWURGXFHG� WR� FRUUHFWLRQV� LQ� WKH� VWDWH� �VHH�
3HWHUVLOLD���������WKH�ZKROH�SULVRQ�VFHQH�EHJDQ�WR�VKLIW��,Q�IDFW��WKH�IRFXV�
RI�WKH�HQWLUH�MXVWLFH�V\VWHP�FKDQJHG�DV�WKH�SHQGXOXP�VORZO\�VZXQJ�IURP�
UHWULEXWLRQ�WR�UHVWRUDWLRQ��)RUPHUO\�UHJDUGHG�DV�³WKH�GUHJV�RI�VRFLHW\´��ZH�
ZHUH�QRZ�EHLQJ�HQFRXUDJHG�WR�EHJLQ�UHKDELOLWDWLQJ�RXUVHOYHV��0DQ\�RI�XV�
UHVLVWHG��ZKLOH�VRPH�RWKHUV�VFR൵�HG�LQ�GLVEHOLHI��)HZ�HPEUDFHG�WKH�FKDQJHV��
,W�ZDV�ZHLUG��7KH�UXOHV�ZHUH�XQFOHDU��)HZ�OLNHG�LW��QRW�XV�RU�WKH�RWKHU�VLGH��
6RPH�HJJKHDG�VRPHZKHUH�ZDV�WU\LQJ�WR�UXLQ�SULVRQ�

:LWK�WKLV�VDLG��VRPH�JX\V�ERXJKW�LQWR�LW�ULJKW�DZD\��$�IHZ�RI�WKHP�JRW�
MXPSHG�ZKHQ�WKH\�WULHG�WR�SXOO�DZD\�IURP�WKHLU�FOLTXHV�ZKR�ZHUH�XQZLOOLQJ�
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WR� DOORZ�RQH�RI� WKHLU� RZQ�FUDZO�RXW�RI� WKH�EXFNHW��'HVSLWH� WKLV�GHIHDWLVW�
EHKDYLRXU��WKH�DWPRVSKHUH�JUDGXDOO\�EHJDQ�WR�FKDQJH��7KH�IDFW�WKDW�OLIHUV�
EHJDQ�SDUROLQJ�IURP�/HYHO�,,�\DUGV�DURXQG�WKH�VWDWH�JRW�RXU�DWWHQWLRQ��7KH�
PDMRULW\�RI�XV�EHJDQ�WR�HPEUDFH�WKH�VKLIW�DW�WKLV�SRLQW��7KLQJV�ZHUH�QRW�TXLWH�
DV�JORRP\�DQ\PRUH�

$Q�HYROYLQJ�HFRVSKHUH��KRZHYHU��LV�VORZ�EXVLQHVV��7KH�PRUH�LW�FKDQJHV��
WKH�PRUH�LW�VWD\V�WKH�VDPH��3ULVRQ�ZLOO�DOZD\V�EH�IXOO�RI�KXVWOHUV��JDQJVWHUV�
DQG�ZDQQDEHHV��2Q�WKH�\DUG��PHQ�FRQWLQXH�WR�VHOI�VHJUHJDWH��:H�VHSDUDWH�
RXUVHOYHV�DORQJ�UDFLDO��HWKQLF��FXOWXUDO��DQG�VRFLDO�OLQHV��³+XJ�D�WKXJJHUV´�
FDQQRW�EH�SUHVHQW�����������7UXWK�EH�WROG��WKHUH�LV�MXVW�WRR�PXFK�PRQH\�WR�
EH�PDGH�RQ�WKHVH�\DUGV��/LNH�WKH\�VD\��PRQH\�LV�WKH�XQLYHUVDO�ODQJXDJH��7KH�
WHPSWDWLRQ�WR�DGG�WD[�IUHH�GROODUV�WR�RQH¶V�WDNH�KRPH�SD\�LV�HQWLFLQJ��$W�WKH�
HQG�RI�WKH�GD\��³D�SULVRQ�LV�D�SULVRQ�LV�D�SULVRQ´�LQ�VSLWH�RI�UHIRUPV��+RULL��
������S�������

%HIRUH�PRYLQJ�RQ�,�VKRXOG�PHQWLRQ�WKH�,&&��,QVWLWXWLRQDO�&ODVVL¿�FDWLRQ�
&RPPLWWHH��SURFHVV��%HOLHYH�LW�RU�QRW��D�³¿�VK´��L�H��QHZ�DUULYDO��FDQ�DVN�WR�
EH�FODVVL¿�HG�DV�%ODFN��:KLWH��%URZQ�RU�<HOORZ��7KH\�FDQ�DOVR�FODLP�WR�EH�D�
&ULS��%ORRG��1RUWHQR��6XUHQR��$%��%*)��6\QGLFDWH��(PP\�RU�+HOOV�$QJHO��
,I�WKH\�FKRRVH��WKH\�FDQ�VLPSO\�PDNH�VRPHWKLQJ�XS�DQG�,&&�ZLOO�UROO�ZLWK�
LW��$�&ULS�ZLOO�QRW�EH�KRXVHG�ZLWK�D�%ORRG��1RUWHQRV�DQG�6XUHQRV�DUH�NHSW�
VHSDUDWHG��%ODFN�DQG�:KLWHV�ZLOO�QRW�EH�EXQNHG� WRJHWKHU��7KHUH�DUH�PDQ\�
RWKHU� FRPELQDWLRQV� WKDW� DUH� QRW� DOORZHG�� 7KHUH� ZRXOG� MXVW� EH� WRR� PXFK�
FRQÀ�LFW�� +RXVLQJ� SULVRQHUV�PXVW� EH� GRQH� LQ� DFFRUGDQFH�ZLWK� LQVWLWXWLRQDO�
VDIHW\�DQG�VHFXULW\�QHHGV��6HJUHJDWLRQ�LV�D�KXPDQ�SKHQRPHQRQ��:H�SURPRWH�
LW�DQG�ZH�OLYH�LW�DW�D�FHOOXODU�OHYHO��$GGLQJ�DQ�µ5¶�WR�&'&�ZLOO�QRW�FKDQJH�WKDW�

,�DP�VRPHRQH�FODVVL¿�HG�DV�D�PHPEHU�RI�D�67*��6HFXULW\�7KUHDW�*URXS��
ZKR�KDV�EHHQ�KRQHVWO\�WU\LQJ�WR�JR�LW�DORQH��0\�H\HV�VHH�WKLQJV�MXVW�D�OLWWOH�
GL൵�HUHQWO\� WKDQ�PRVW� SULVRQHUV�� ,� ORRN� DURXQG� DQG� VHH� WKDW�PDQ\� WKLQJV�
KDYH�QRW�FKDQJHG�D�WLFN��*DQJV�DQG�JDQJ�PHQWDOLW\�DUH�VWLOO�SURPRWHG�E\�
SULVRQ� DGPLQLVWUDWRUV� VWDWHZLGH� EHFDXVH� WKH� 6HFUHWDU\� RI� &RUUHFWLRQV� LQ�
6DFUDPHQWR��DOO�WKH�ZD\�GRZQ�WR�WKH�ORZHVW�IHQFH�ZDONHUV¶�MREV��UHO\�RQ�LW��
67*�SURYLGHV�WKH�EDVLV�IRU� ODUJH�VXSSOHPHQWDO�EXGJHW�UHTXHVWV�±�ZLWKRXW�
WKHP��D�QRWLFHDEOH�FKXQN�RI�FRUUHFWLRQV�EXGJHW�ZRXOG�IDGH�

7KH�SULPDU\�UHDVRQ�JDQJV�DUH�DOORZHG�WR�UXQ�UDPSDQW�GLUHFWO\�UHODWHV�EDFN�
WR�WKH�DIRUHPHQWLRQHG�WD[�IUHH�GROODUV��0RQH\�LQ�WKH�DPRXQWV�JHQHUDWHG�RQ�
SULVRQ�\DUGV�KDV�WR�EH�XQGHU�VRPHRQH¶V�FRQWURO��:KDW�EHWWHU�ZD\�WR�GR�LW�WKDQ�
WR�FHGH�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�RYHU�WR�DQ�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�WKDW�LV�DOUHDG\�LQ�SODFH"�7KLV�
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PDNHV�SHUIHFW�¿�VFDO�VHQVH��,W�VHHPV�WKH�EODFN�PDUNHW�RSHUDWRUV�WKDW�FDPH�
RQOLQH�ZLWK� WKH� µ5¶� KDYH�À�RXULVKHG� OLNH� QRQH� EHIRUH��7KHLU� SUHGHFHVVRUV�
ZHUH�UDQN�DPDWHXUV�ZKR�UDQ�SLVVDQW�RSHUDWLRQV�

1RZ�,�FDQQRW�VLW�KHUH�DQG�SXW�LW�DOO�RQ�SDSHU�EHFDXVH�PRVW�RI�LW�ZRXOG�EH�
VSHFXODWLRQ��+RZHYHU��IURP�P\�SHUVSHFWLYH��GRSH��FHOOSKRQHV�DQG�WREDFFR�
QRZ�VHHP� OHJDO��7KH� W\SLFDO�SULVRQHU�QR� ORQJHU� VHHPV� WR�EH�KLGLQJ� WKHLU�
LOOLFLW�DFWLYLWLHV��'R�QRW�JHW�PH�ZURQJ��,�DP�QRW�PDG�DW�WKHP��,�KDG�P\�UXQ�
DQG�,�DP�GRQH�DQG�DV�WKH\�VD\��KDWH�WKH�JDPH��QRW�WKH�SOD\HU��,�DP�ED൷��HG�
WKRXJK�DV�WR�KRZ�DQ\�RI�WKLV�VXSSRUWV�UHKDELOLWDWLRQ��$P�,�VWLOO�LQFDUFHUDWHG�
RU�LV�WKLV�ZKROH�VLWXDWLRQ�VRPH�VRUW�RI�PDWUL[�VW\OH�VFHQH"�0D\EH�WKH�ODVW�
DFLG�WULS�IULHG�PH"�2U�FRXOG�WKH�ZKROH�UHKDELOLWDWLRQ�WKLQJ�EH�D�JDPH"

,� VRPHWLPHV� JHW� KXQJ� XS� E\� WKHVH� LQFRQVLVWHQFLHV� RQ� WKLV� /HYHO� ,,�
\DUG�� ,V� WKH�PRQH\� VR� JRRG� WKDW� WKHUH� LV� HQRXJK� IRU� HYHU\RQH"�3URJUDP�
DGPLQLVWUDWRUV� LQ� FKDUJH� RI� GDLO\� RSHUDWLRQV�� \DUG� VHUJHDQWV�� DOO� WKH�ZD\�
GRZQ�WR�WKH�IDX[�*¶V�LQ�WKH�KRXVLQJ�XQLWV"�$V�ZLGH�RSHQ�DQG�ORRVH�DV�WKLQJV�
DUH��WKH�PRQH\�PXVW�EH�D�ODUJH�DPRXQW��0D\EH�LW�LV�DOO�WKH�6+8�NLFNRXWV��
/:23V�DQG�KDUGFRUH�JDQJEDQJHUV�RQ�WKH�\DUG��0D\EH�DOO�WKLV�LOOHJDO�VWX൵��LV�
D�SDFL¿�HU�IRU�WKHP��*LYH�WKHP�IUHH�UHLQ�VR�WKH\�GR�QRW�JHW�GLVVDWLV¿�HG�ZLWK�
WKH�SURJUDP��.HHS�WKHP�RFFXSLHG�VR�WKH\�GR�QRW�UROO�RYHU�WKH�JDWHNHHSHUV�
RQ�D�\DUG�ZLWKRXW�JXQ�FRYHUDJH�� ,�GR�QRW�NQRZ��EXW�,�FDQ�VSHFXODWH��7KH�
SUREOHP�ZLWK�WKH�OLQH�RI�WKRXJKW�LV������WKH�/:23V�DQG�6+8�NLFNRXWV�DUH�
QRW�LQYROYHG��WKH\�IRU�WKH�PRVW�SDUW�VHHP�WR�EH�FRQWHQW�ZLWK�WKH�SURJUDP�
RSSRUWXQLWLHV�� DQG� ���� WKH� KDUGFRUH� JDQJ� PHPEHUV� MXVW� DUH� QRW� DOO� WKDW�
VHULRXV�DERXW�KDWLQJ�

$V� IDU� DV� SURJUDPV� IRU� VHOI�LPSURYHPHQW� JR�� ZH� KDYH� ORWV� RI� WKHP��
+RZHYHU�� VLQFH� WKH� LQWURGXFWLRQ� RI� 5HKDELOLWDWLYH� $FWLYLW\� &UHGLW� DQG�
0LOHVWRQHV�� WKHVH�SURJUDPV�KDYH�EHFRPH�VZDPSV��7KH�HQWLUH�SXUSRVH�RI�
WKHVH� SURJUDPV� KDV� VZXQJ� IURP� UHKDELOLWDWLYH� WR� SRSXODWLRQ� UHGXFWLRQ��
,I�\RX�DUH�VHULRXV�DERXW�KRQHVW�FKDQJH��\RX�DUH�QRZ�DW�WKH�ERWWRP�RI�WKH�
ODGGHU�DJDLQ��3ULVRQ�DGPLQLVWUDWRUV�DUH�GLUHFWLQJ�VKRUW�WHUP�SULVRQHUV�LQWR�
SURJUDPV� WKDW� VXSSRUW� FKDQJH� LQ� ORQJ�WHUP� SULVRQHUV�� 7KLV� IXUWKHU� VKLIW�
LQ� UHKDELOLWDWLRQ� PRGHO� KDV� H൵�HFWLYHO\� H[FOXGHG� SHRSOH� VHUYLQJ� OHQJWK\�
VHQWHQFHV��1RW� RQO\� WKDW�� LW� KDV� FDQFHOOHG� LWV� H൵�HFWLYHQHVV��ZKLFK�ZRXOG�
OHDG�WR�PRUH�JHQXLQH�UHKDELOLWDWLRQ�

$V�D�OLIHU�ZKR�LV�VHULRXVO\�SXUVXLQJ�VHOI�LPSURYHPHQW��,�DP�FRQFHUQHG��
$W�P\������GRFXPHQWDWLRQ�KHDULQJ��WKH�FRPPLVVLRQHU�DVNHG�PH�ZKDW�,�KDG�
EHHQ�GRLQJ�DQG�ZK\��6KH�VDLG��³0U��0HOYLQ��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�\RXU�µ&¶�¿�OH��\RX�



��� Journal of Prisoners on Prisons��9ROXPH�����	��������

KDYH�D�VXSHULRU�,4�´�6KH�DVNHG�PH�ZK\�,�ZDV�ZDVWLQJ�LW��6KH�ZHQW�RQ�WR�
FKDOOHQJH�PH�WR�VLJQ�XS�IRU�FROOHJH�FODVVHV��:KHQ�,�OHIW�WKDW�KHDULQJ��,�FRXOG�
QRW�JHW�ULG�RI�KHU�ZRUGV��6KH�KDG�SODQWHG�D�VHHG�

,�WKRXJKW�DERXW�LW�IRU�D�ZKLOH�WKHQ�,�GLG�LW��/\LQJ�DERXW�KDYLQJ�D�*('�
�VXSSRUWHG�E\�UHSHDWHG������7$%(�VFRUHV���,�VLJQHG�XS�IRU�DQG�WRRN�FROOHJH�
SODFHPHQW� WHVWV�� 7KDW� LV� KRZ� LW� JRW� VWDUWHG�� ,� KDYH� VLQFH� JRQH� EDFN� DQG�
HDUQHG�D�*('��JUDGXDWHG�IURP�/DVVHQ�&ROOHJH�ZLWK�DQ�$$�GHJUHH�LQ�6RFLDO�
6FLHQFHV�� FRPSOHWHG����XQLWV� LQ�SXUVXLW�RI�D� VHFRQG�$$�ZLWK�3DOR�9HUGH�
DQG�JRWWHQ�D�YRFDWLRQDO�FHUWL¿�FDWH�LQ�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�WUDGHV��,�DP�QRZ�IRFXVHG�
RQ�WKH�$'6��$OFRKRO�DQG�'UXJ�6WXGLHV��FRXUVHZRUN��+RZHYHU��OLNH�PDQ\�
RWKHUV�VHULRXV�DERXW�FRQWLQXHG�FKDQJH��,�RIWHQ�HQG�XS�ZLWK�QR�FODVVHV�DIWHU�
PDNLQJ�VXUH�WR�UHJLVWHU�HDUO\��7KH�FODVVHV�DUH�IXOO�RI�SHRSOH�WU\LQJ�WR�HDUQ�
WLPH�R൵���ZKLFK�LV�IUXVWUDWLQJ��0DQ\�RI�WKHVH�PHQ�VLJQ�XS�IRU�¿�YH�FODVVHV�
GHVSLWH�KDYLQJ�QR�LQWHQWLRQ�RI�WDNLQJ�WKHP��,Q�GRLQJ�VR�� WKH\�EORFN�RWKHU�
PHQ�ZKR�KDYH�VHW�HGXFDWLRQDO�JRDOV�

5$&� DQG� 0LOHVWRQH� FUHGLWV� DUH� QRZ� R൵�HUHG� DV� LQFHQWLYHV� LQ� RWKHU�
SURJUDPV� WRR��0DQ\� RI� XV� DUH� UHFRYHULQJ� JDQJVWHUV�� GRSHUV�� GUXQNV� DQG�
FULPLQDOV��$V�VXFK��ZH�DWWHQG�7ZHOYH�6WHS��6SLULWXDO�DQG�&%7��&RJQLWLYH�
%HKDYLRUDO�7KHUDS\��JURXSV� WR�KHOS�XV�ZRUN� WKURXJK�RXU� LVVXHV�� ,Q� WKHVH�
JURXSV�� ZH� GHYHORS� DSSURSULDWH� FRSLQJ� VNLOOV�� 'HVSLWH� EHLQJ� GLUHFWHG� WR�
WKHP�E\�VWD൵���PDQ\�RI�XV�¿�QG�WKHVH�JURXSV�FORVHG�WR�XV�EHFDXVH�WKH\�DUH�
SRSXODWHG�E\�PHQ�ZKR�VLW�WKHUH�DFFUXLQJ�KRXUV�DQG�WDNLQJ�XS�VSDFH��&'&�
DQG�5�KDV�UHYLWDOL]HG�WKH�SURFHVV�RI�NLOOLQJ�WLPH��7KHVH�VSDFH�WDNHUV�DUH�SDUW�
RI�WKH�JUHDW�QXPEHUV�VKX൷��H�DOO�LQ�WKH�QDPH�RI�SRSXODWLRQ�UHGXFWLRQ�

,�FRXOG�JR�RQ��EXW�ZK\�ERWKHU"�$V�,�VWDWHG��WKH�ZKROH�VFHQH�KDV�VKLIWHG�
DQG�MXVW�NHHSV�VKLIWLQJ��:H�KDYH�JRW�VWX൵��KDSSHQLQJ�WKDW�ERJJOHV�WKH�PLQG��
/HJDO�GRSH��SKRQHV�DQG�VPRNHV�DUH�RQH�WKLQJ��GHDOLQJ�ZLWK�FKURQLF�GUXJ�
XVHUV�DQG�JDQJ�PHPEHUV�DQG�HYHU\WKLQJ�LQ�EHWZHHQ�DUH�TXLWH�DQRWKHU��'RLQJ�
WLPH�LQ�WKH�ODWH�WZHQW\�WHHQV�LV�JHWWLQJ�FRPSOLFDWHG�

%XW�ZKR�DP�,�WR�FRPPHQW"�'HVSLWH�WKH�SRVVLEOH�QHJDWLYH�FRQVHTXHQFHV�RI�
WKLV�FRQWUROOHG�GH�VWDELOL]DWLRQ�SURJUDP��WKH�OLIHU�UHOHDVH�UDWH�LV�DVWURQRPLFDO�
FRPSDUHG�WR�MXVW�D�GHFDGH�DJR��:H�FDQ�RQO\�KRSH�&'&�DQG�5�NQRZV�ZKDW�
WKH\�DUH�GRLQJ��8QWLO�LW�EHFRPHV�FOHDU��,�ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�WR�ZRUN�DW�FKDQJLQJ�
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