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A Loss of Memory?
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UHPLQGHG�RI�WKH�SRZHU�RI�PHPRU\��RXU�PDQGDWHG�SXEOLF�ZLWQHVV�WR�KLVWRU\�
DQG�SROLWLFV��DV�ZHOO�DV�RXU�REOLJDWLRQ�WR�MRLQ�WRJHWKHU�WR�VKDSH�D�EHWWHU�IXWXUH�
IRU�RXU�QDWLRQ�DQG�RXU�ZRUOG��3LHUFH�LQYRNHV�WKH�SUHVFLHQW�ZRUGV�RI�&]HFK�
DXWKRU�0LODQ�.XQGHUD�ZKR�VDZ�WKH�VWUXJJOH�IRU�LQGHSHQGHQFH�IURP�6RYLHW�
GRPLQDWLRQ�DV�RQH�RI� ³PDQ�DJDLQVW�SRZHU«�PHPRU\�DJDLQVW� IRUJHWWLQJ´�
�3LHUFH��������S������,W�LV�D�WLPHOHVV�FDXWLRQDU\�WDOH�WR�DOO�ZKR�SURIHVV�WR�EH�
GHPRFUDWLF��3LHUFH�VWDWHV�WKDW�

>6@RRQHU�RU�ODWHU��WKH�H൵�RUW�WR�IRUJHW�DQG�WR�XQNQRZ�EHFRPHV�WRR�PXFK�RI�
D�EXUGHQ�IRU�WRR�PDQ\�SHRSOH�DQG�WKH\�IRUFH�WKH�FROODSVH�RI�WKH�V\VWHP��
+XPDQV� DUH� GULYHQ� WR� UHPHPEHU�� +XPDQV� FDQ� FUDFN� IURP� WKH� H൵�RUW� LW�
WDNHV� WR� GHQ\� DQG� IRUJHW��7KH� FRQVHTXHQFHV� FDQ� EH� WKHUDSHXWLF� RU� WKH\�
FDQ�EH�FDWDVWURSKLF��IRU�SHRSOH�DQG�IRU�WKH�SROLWLFDO�VRFLHWLHV�LQWR�ZKLFK�
WKH\�RUJDQL]H�WKHPVHOYHV«�ZLWKRXW�PHPRU\��WKHUH�FDQ�EH�QR�FRQQHFWLRQ�
ZLWK�WKH�ZRUOG��QRWKLQJ�VDOYDJHG�RU�EURXJKW�IRUZDUG��:LWKRXW�ODQJXDJH��
PHPRU\�LV�RUSKDQHG��:LWKRXW�ERWK�RI�WKHP��KLVWRU\�LV�PXWH«�/DQJXDJH�
DQG� PHPRU\� PXVW� ZRUN� WRJHWKHU� QRW� RQO\� WR� SUHVHUYH� WKH� SDVW� EXW� WR�
LOOXPLQDWH�WKH�SUHVHQW�DQG�WR�EXLOG�D�IXWXUH´��LELG��S�����

7KRXJK� ,� KDYH� QRW� HQGXUHG� WKH� EUXWDOLW\� RI� D� WRWDOLWDULDQ� UHJLPH�� ,�
KDYH�EHFRPH�D�FDSWLYH�RI�P\�JRYHUQPHQW�DQG� ,�FDQQRW� IRUJHW� WKH�SULVRQ�
H[SHULHQFH��,�ZLOO�QRW�UHPDLQ�VLOHQW��QRU�ZLOO�,�³XQNQRZ´�WKH�WKLQJV�DERXW�
PDQ¶V�FUXHOW\�ZKLFK�KDYH�EHHQ�UHYHDOHG�WR�PH��,�ZLOO�LQVWHDG�JDWKHU�WRJHWKHU�
RXU�VWRULHV��ODQJXDJH��DQG�PHPRU\�WR�XQLWH�RXU�FROOHFWLYH�YRLFHV�DQG�JLYH�
ZRUGV�WR�RXU�DQJXLVK�DQG�VRUURZ��WR�DVN�\RXU�SDWLHQFH�DQG�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ��
WR�VHHN�UHFRQFLOLDWLRQ�DQG�UHVWRUDWLRQ�RI�GLJQLW\��WR�GHPDQG�WKDW�ZH�DUH�QRW�
IRUJRWWHQ�

7KH�ULVN�RI�LJQRULQJ�HDFK�RWKHU�DQG�GLVPLVVLQJ�RQH¶V�KXPDQLW\�LQ�WKH�UXVK�
WR�MXGJHPHQW�DQG�SXQLVKPHQW�EULQJV�XV�IDU�WRR�FORVH�WR�WKH�PDFKLQDWLRQV�RI�
SDVW�DQG�SUHVHQW�DXWKRULWDULDQ�VWDWHV�WKDW�RXU�JRYHUQPHQW�DOO�WRR�ZLOOLQJO\�
DQG�HDVLO\�FULWLFL]HV��ZKLOH�VLPXOWDQHRXVO\�³IRUJHWWLQJ´� WKDW�ZKLFK�ZH�GR�
WR�RXU�RZQ�FLWL]HQV�DQG�WR�WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�QR�SRZHU�WR�GHIHQG�WKHPVHOYHV��
6X൵�HULQJ�LQ�WKH�QDPH�RI�MXVWLFH�LV�D�XQLYHUVDO�HYHQW�WKDW�ELQGV�XV�WRJHWKHU�DV�
KXPDQV��:H�ZLOO�DOO�EH�WRXFKHG�LQ�RXU�OLYHV�DW�VRPH�SRLQW��WR�VRPH�GHJUHH��
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E\� IRUFHV�EH\RQG�RXU� FRQWURO�ZKLFK�EULQJ� WHDUV� DQG�DQJHU�� DV�ZHOO� DV� DQ�
LQWLPDWH�NQRZOHGJH�RI�KHOSOHVVQHVV��,�EHJ�\RX��DV�3LHUFH�KDV�DGPRQLVKHG�XV��
WR�³UHPHPEHU�ZKDW�ZH�DUH�FDSDEOH�RI�GRLQJ�WR�RQH�DQRWKHU�LI�ZH�ORVH�IDLWK�
LQ�HYHU\�LQVWLWXWLRQ�RI�VHOI�JRYHUQPHQW��HVSHFLDOO\�WKRVH�LQWR�ZKLFK�ZH�DUH�
VXSSRVHG�WR�FKDQQHO�RXU�SDVVLRQV�WR�FRQVWUXFWLYH�SXUSRVH´��LELG���:KHUHDV�
3LHUFH�ZDV�UHIHUULQJ�WR�WKH�EORRGVKHG�RI�WKLV�QDWLRQ¶V�&LYLO�:DU�DQG�$EUDKDP�
/LQFROQ¶V�6HFRQG�,QDXJXUDO�$GGUHVV�WR�D�SHRSOH�VWLOO�WRUQ�DVXQGHU�E\�KDWUHG�
DQG�YLROHQFH��LWV�PHVVDJH�LV�QR�OHVV�LPSHUDWLYH�WRGD\�DV�ZH�ZLWQHVV�SROLWLFDO�
GLVFRUG�DQG�RXU�FRXQWU\¶V�JURZLQJ�SXEOLF�FDQFHU�UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�SHUFHSWLRQ�
RI�³RWKHU´�ZLWKLQ�RXU�ERUGHUV��(YHQ�RXU�QHLJKERXUV�KDYH�EHFRPH�VXVSHFW��
2XU� KHDUWV� KDYH� KDUGHQHG� DQG� RXU�PLQGV� KDYH� QDUURZHG� FRQFHUQLQJ� WKH�
FRPPXQLWLHV�EHKLQG�EDUV�ZH�NQRZ�VR�OLWWOH�DERXW��\HW�WXUQ�DZD\�IURP�LQ�RXU�
UHYXOVLRQ�DQG�GHVSHUDWLRQ�WR�³XQNQRZ´�

2XU� SULVRQHUV� GHVHUYH� EHWWHU� WKLQJV� IURP� XV�� 7KH\� GHVHUYH� KRSH�
DQG� IRUJLYHQHVV�� HTXDOO\� WHPSHUHG�ZLWK� WKH� QHHG� IRU� GLVFLSOLQH� DQG� VHOI�
UHVSRQVLELOLW\��7KH\�GHVHUYH�D�IDLU�DQG�EDODQFHG�VHQWHQFH��ZKLFK�JXDUDQWHHV�
WKH� R൵�HU� WR� VWDUW� DQHZ�ZLWKRXW� ELDV� DQG� LQWROHUDQFH��7KH\� GHVHUYH� WR� EH�
UHPHPEHUHG�IRU�WKHLU�JRRGQHVV�LQ�VSLWH�RI�WKHLU�IDLOLQJV�DQG�IRU�WKHLU�SRWHQWLDO�
WR�DFKLHYH�JUHDWQHVV��LI�JLYHQ�WKH�SURSHU�RSSRUWXQLW\��7KHVH�WKRXJKWV�PXVW�
EH�IRUHPRVW�LQ�RXU�KHDUWV�DQG�PLQGV�LI�ZH�DUH�WR�ZHOFRPH�WKHP�KRPH�LQWR�
RXU�VRFLHW\�RQFH�DJDLQ��2XU�SULVRQV�DUH�OHJDOO\�ERXQG�WR�EH�LQVWLWXWLRQV�RI�
SURPLVH�DQG�KHDOLQJ��QRW�WR�EH�PHUHO\�LQVWUXPHQWV�RI�SUHMXGLFH�DQG�GLYLVLRQ��
2XU�SULVRQV�DUH�H[SHFWHG�WR�EH�FHQWUHV�RI�HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�HQFRXUDJHPHQW��QRW�
RQO\�VLWHV�RI�GHQLJUDWLRQ�DQG�IDLOXUH�

:H�PXVW�¿�QG� WKH�FRQYLFWLRQ�ZH�RQFH�KDG� WR�EHOLHYH� LQ�HDFK�RWKHU�� WR�
XSKROG�RXU�VKDUHG�ULJKWV�DV�D�GHPRFUDWLF�SHRSOH��:H�PXVW�VWDQG�WRJHWKHU��
2XU�FRXUWV�DQG�OHJLVODWXUHV�PXVW�EH�FKDUJHG�ZLWK�WKH�JUHDWHVW�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�
RI�DOO��D�GXW\�ZKLFK�UHTXLUHV�WKH�YLVLRQ�WR�VHH�EH\RQG�SXQLVKPHQW�DQG�EODPH�
WR�R൵�HU�FRPSDVVLRQ��WR�IHHO�HPSDWK\�DQG�WR�EXLOG�XS�KXPDQ�SRWHQWLDO�in all 
of us�
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