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Advocating for the Human Rights of Prisoners
Millhaven Lifers’ Liaison Group

7KH�0LOOKDYHQ�/LIHUV¶�/LDLVRQ�*URXS��0//*��LV�DQ�DFWLRQ�JURXS�RI�WKH�
8QLYHUVLW\�RI�2WWDZD�FKDSWHU�RI�WKH�2QWDULR�3XEOLF�,QWHUHVW�5HVHDUFK�*URXS�

�23,5*���7KH�JURXS�LV�PDGH�XS�RI�YROXQWHHUV�IURP�WKH�2WWDZD�FRPPXQLW\�
ZKR� YLVLW� DQG� HVWDEOLVK� FRQQHFWLRQV� ZLWK� SHRSOH� VHUYLQJ� OLIH� VHQWHQFHV� DW�
0LOOKDYHQ� ,QVWLWXWLRQ�� D� PD[LPXP�VHFXULW\� SULVRQ� LQ� %DWK�� 2QWDULR�� 7KH�
0//*¶V�REMHFWLYH� LV� WR�VHUYH�DV�D�EULGJH�EHWZHHQ� WKH�FRPPXQLW\�DQG� WKH�
SULVRQHUV��ZLWK�D�YLHZ�WR�VXSSRUWLQJ�WKHLU�HYHQWXDO�UHOHDVH�DQG�UHLQWHJUDWLRQ�

7KH�JURXS�KROGV�UHJXODU�PRQWKO\�PHHWLQJV�LQVLGH�WKH�LQVWLWXWLRQ�WR�SURYLGH�
KRSH�WR�WKH�LPSULVRQHG�FRPPXQLW\��0HPEHUV�GLVFXVV�FHUWDLQ�LVVXHV�SULPDULO\�
UHODWHG�WR�WKHLU�QHHGV�DQG�ZD\V�WR�DGGUHVV�WKHP�VXFK�DV�DFFHVV�WR�LQIRUPDWLRQ��
YLVLWDWLRQ��IRRG�DQG�QXWULWLRQ��SURSHUW\�ULJKWV�DQG�FDQWHHQ��ZRUNHUV¶�ULJKWV�DQG�
SD\��KHDOWK�FDUH��ORFNGRZQV�DQG�³GHDG�WLPH´��DQG�UHOLJLRXV�ULJKWV�

'XH�WR�WKH�FRURQDYLUXV��DOO�YLVLWV�WR�&RUUHFWLRQDO�6HUYLFH�&DQDGD��&6&��
LQVWLWXWLRQV�IRU�YROXQWHHU�JURXSV�ZHUH�VXVSHQGHG�GXULQJ�WKH�¿�UVW�ZDYH�RI�WKH�
SDQGHPLF��$V�D�UHVXOW��0//*�FDPH�XS�ZLWK�VRPH�LQQRYDWLYH�DOWHUQDWLYHV�
WR�NHHS�LQ�WRXFK�DQG�ZRUN�LQ�VROLGDULW\�ZLWK�WKH�LQVLGH�PHPEHUV��)LUVW��WKH�
JURXS�VWDUWHG�ZULWLQJ�OHWWHUV�WR�WKH�SULVRQHUV�ERWK�DV�D�JURXS�DQG�LQGLYLGXDOO\��
7KHVH�OHWWHUV�FRQWDLQHG�ZRUGV�RI�HQFRXUDJHPHQW��XSGDWHV�RQ�ZKDW�WKH�JURXS�
ZDV�GRLQJ�WR�VWD\�FRQQHFWHG�ZLWK�RWKHUV�GXULQJ�WKH�SDQGHPLF��WKH�JURZLQJ�
XVH�RI�WHFKQRORJ\�DQG��PRVW�LPSRUWDQWO\��VRPH�KXPRXU�WR�OLIW�WKHLU�VSLULWV�
WKURXJK�WKH�KDUG�WLPHV�IDFLQJ�HYHU\RQH��7KH�JURXS�ZRXOG�DOVR�XSGDWH�WKH�
LQVLGH�PHPEHUV�RQ�RXWVLGH�DGYRFDF\�DFWLYLWLHV�DQG�SULVRQ�MXVWLFH�DFWLYLVP��
7KLV� LQFOXGHG� DGYRFDF\� OHWWHUV� DQG� SKRQH� FDOOV�� SUHVVXULQJ� WKH� IHGHUDO�
JRYHUQPHQW� WR� VDIHO\� UHOHDVH� IHGHUDOO\� LQFDUFHUDWHG� SHUVRQV� WR� KHOS� VWRS�
WKH�VSUHDG�RI�WKH�QRYHO�FRURQDYLUXV�LQVLGH�&DQDGD¶V�SHQLWHQWLDULHV��SURYLGH�
SURWHFWLRQ� IRU� WKRVH� ZKR� UHPDLQHG� LQ� FXVWRG\� ZLWK� SHUVRQDO� SURWHFWLYH�
HTXLSPHQW�� LQFUHDVH� WLPH� RXWVLGH� WKHLU� FHOOV� DQG� DFWLYLWLHV�� DQG� H[SDQG�
DFFHVV� WR� YLGHRFRQIHUHQFLQJ� DQG� WHOHSKRQH� FDOOV� WR� VWD\� FRQQHFWHG� ZLWK�
ORYHG�RQHV��:H�DOVR�SURYLGHG�XSGDWHV�DERXW�WKH�ZRUN�RI�%RRNV�WR�3ULVRQHUV�
2WWDZD�DQG�SODQQLQJ�RI�3ULVRQHUV¶�-XVWLFH�'D\�DFWLRQV�DQG�HYHQWV�RQ�DQG�
DURXQG�$XJXVW���WK�

7R�LQFUHDVH�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�WKH�LPSULVRQHG�FRPPXQLW\��WKH�0//*�ZRXOG�
DOVR� OHDYH�PHVVDJHV�RQ� WKH� ³&DOOV� IURP�+RPH´�� VHJPHQW� WKDW� WKH�&)5&�
SULVRQ�UDGLR�VWDWLRQ�R൵�HUV�HDFK�ZHHN��7KHVH�PHVVDJHV�DLU�HYHU\�:HGQHVGD\�
IURP� ����SP� WR� ����SP� WR� FRQQHFW� IULHQGV� DQG� IDPLO\� ZLWK� WKHLU� ORYHG�
RQHV� EHKLQG� .LQJVWRQ¶V� SULVRQ� ZDOOV� WKURXJK� WKH� SRZHU� RI� FRPPXQLW\�
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UDGLR��7KURXJK�WKHVH�FDOOV��WKH�0LOOKDYHQ�SULVRQ�PHPEHUV�OLVWHQ�DV�RXWVLGH�
PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�JURXS�VKDUH�ZRUGV�DQG�UHTXHVW�VRQJV�WKDW�WKH\�IHHO�ZRXOG�
EULJKWHQ� WKH�PRRGV� LQVLGH� WKH� LQVWLWXWLRQ��:H� DOVR� SURYLGHG�PHVVDJHV� RI�
KRSH�WKDW�SHQLWHQWLDU\�R൶��FLDOV�ZRXOG�UHVSRQG�WR�RXU�FDOOV�IRU�WKH�VDIHW\�DQG�
KXPDQH�WUHDWPHQW�RI�WKH�LQFDUFHUDWHG�SRSXODWLRQ�

/DVWO\�� WKH� JURXS� NHSW� XS� RXU� UHVHDUFK�� DV�PXFK� SRVVLEOH��ZLWK� XSGDWHV�
IURP�&6&��PHGLD�UHSRUWV��DQG�FDOOV�WR�DFWLRQ�WR�HQVXUH�WKDW�WKH�SULVRQHUV�DUH�
EHLQJ�WUHDWHG�DV�IDLUO\�DV�SRVVLEOH�GXULQJ�WKHVH�WLPHV��7KH�0//*�LV�FXUUHQWO\�
DGYRFDWLQJ�IRU�LQFUHDVHG�DFFHVV�WR�YLGHR�FRQIHUHQFLQJ�IRU�SULVRQHUV�DQG�WKHLU�
IDPLOLHV�WR�NHHS�LQ�EHWWHU�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�RXWVLGH�VXSSRUWV��DV�ZHOO�DV�IRU�PRUH�
H൶��FLHQW�PHWKRGV�IRU�YROXQWHHUV�WR�EH�HQJDJHG�ZLWK�SHRSOH�RQ�WKH�LQVLGH�ZKHQ�
PRQWKO\�YLVLWV�DUH�SURKLELWHG��$OWKRXJK�&29,'����PD\�EH�WKH�SULRULW\�ULJKW�
QRZ��WKH�JURXS�LV�DOVR�UHVHDUFKLQJ�WKLQJV�WKDW�WKH�SULVRQHUV�KDYH�SUHYLRXVO\�
DVNHG�DERXW�DQG�WR�FRPH�XS�ZLWK�VROXWLRQV�WR�SURSRVH�RQFH�WKH�SDQGHPLF�HDVHV�

7KH�0//*�PHPEHUV�XQGHUVWDQG�WKDW�WKLV�LV�DQ�H[WUHPHO\�KDUG�WLPH�IRU�
SHRSOH�ZKR�DUH�LQFDUFHUDWHG�DQG�LVRODWHG�IURP�WKH�RXWVLGH�FRPPXQLW\��7KH�
0//*� DGYRFDWHV� IRU� WKH� SULVRQHUV� DW� 0LOOKDYHQ� E\� XVLQJ� RXU� YRLFH� DQG�
SURYLGLQJ�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�WR�WKH�&LWL]HQ�$GYLVRU\�&RPPLWWHHV�DW�&6&�DQG�
&RPPXQLW\�(QJDJHPHQW�VHFWRU�DW�WKH�1DWLRQDO�+HDGTXDUWHUV��7KH�0//*�LV�
DOVR�EUDLQVWRUPLQJ�LGHDV�DQG�FRPLQJ�XS�ZLWK�QHZ�ZD\V�WR�UHDFK�RXW�WR�WKH�
SHRSOH�LQVLGH�XQWLO�WKH\�DUH�DEOH�WR�HQWHU�LQVWLWXWLRQV�DJDLQ��7KH�0//*�ZLOO�
FRQWLQXH�WR�¿�JKW�IRU�WKH�ULJKWV�RI�SULVRQHUV�DFURVV�7XUWOH�,VODQG�DQG�MRLQ�RWKHU�
SULVRQ�MXVWLFH�JURXSV�WR�VXSSRUW�HDFK�RWKHU�LQ�RXU�FROOHFWLYH�H൵�RUWV�
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