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Prison Education:
My Piece of Resistance

Shebuel Bel

,Q� IDFW�� WKHUH� LV� QR� KXPDQ� EHLQJ� RI� DQ\� UDFH�ZKR�� LI� KH� ¿�QGV� D� JXLGH��
FDQQRW�DWWDLQ�YLUWXH�

±�&LFHUR������

:LWKRXW� TXHVWLRQ�� ³ELWWHUVZHHW´� LV� WKH� ZRUG� WKDW� EHVW� GHVFULEHV� WKH�
LQGHOLEOH�PRPHQW�,�ZDV�DEOH�WR�JUDVS�WKH�DEVROXWH�HQRUPLW\�RI�P\�

JUDQGIDWKHU¶V��-DPHV�0LOWRQ�������������ZRUGV��³<RX�QHHG�LW�>HGXFDWLRQ@��
LW� GRHVQ¶W� QHHG� \RX´��2I� DOO�P\� DVSLUDWLRQV�� ,� IRXQG� HGXFDWLRQ� WKH�PRVW�
HOXVLYH�� ,QGHHG�� KLV� LQVLJKW� ZDV� QHYHU� VR� FOHDU� WR� PH� IURP� ZLWKLQ� WKH�
HPELWWHULQJ�EHOO\�RI�WKH�FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�V\VWHP��³)RU�\RXU�WUDQVJUHVVLRQV´��
VDLG�VRFLHW\��³LQWR�P\�EHOO\�\RX�VKDOO�JR´�

'HHS�LQVLGH�WKH�EXOJLQJ�³EHOO\�RI�WKH�EHDVW´��$EERWW���������,�VXEVLVW�RQ�
D�FULPLQDO¶V�UDWLRQ�RI�UHJUHW��EDQLVKPHQW�DQG�GHKXPDQL]DWLRQ��0\�SHQDQFH�
LV�WKH�KHOOLVK�UHDOLW\�RI�D�WLPH�ORFNHG�VDUFRSKDJXV��ZKHUH�,�HDJHUO\�DZDLW�P\�
UHWXUQ�WR�WKH�G\VWRSLD�WKDW�H[LOHG�PH�WR�WKLV�YH[LQJ�QHFURSROLV��0HDQZKLOH��
)DWKHU� 7LPH� WLFNV� VORZO\� DQG� XQD൵�HFWHGO\� E\� P\� ORDWKVRPH� H[LVWHQFH��
DGDPDQW�LQ�KLV�UHIXVDO�WR�JUDQW�PH�WKH�UHIUHVKLQJ�NLQGQHVV�RI�D�V\PSDWKHWLF�
JODQFH��5DWKHU��KH�PXOWLSOLHV�P\�PLVHU\�E\�FKD¿�QJ�WKH�FRXQWHQDQFH�RI�P\�
PHPRU\�DQG�E\�YDQTXLVKLQJ�WKH�YHVWLJHV�RI�P\�OHJHQG��(UJR��DV�,�IRUJHW��VR��
WRR��,�DP�IRUJRWWHQ�

,� DP� IRUJRWWHQ� E\� WKRVH� ZKRP� ,� FKHULVK� PRVW�� KDXQWHG� E\� WKH� SRVW�
FDSWLYLW\�VSHFWHU�RI�XQUHTXLWHG�ORYH�DQG�GHYRWLRQ��$V�D�UHZDUG�IRU�P\�H൵�RUWV�
WR� PDLQWDLQ� IDPLO\� ERQGV�� ORYHG� RQHV� IDLO� WR� UHFLSURFDWH� LQWHUHVWV�� WKH\�
LQVLQFHUHO\�DSRORJL]H�IRU�WKHLU�DEVHQWHHLVP�DQG�WKHLU�XQH[FXVHG�QHJOHFW�LV�D�
WDFLW�WUXWK��7KHVH�FUXHOWLHV�LPSDOH�PH�WR�WKH�LQQHUPRVW�PDUURZ�RI�P\�VRXO�

&RPSRXQGLQJ�WKH�ZRHV�RI�P\�DEDQGRQPHQWV��WKH�GDUNQHVV�RI�&LPPHULDQ�
FRQWHPSW�IRU�DFDGHPLF�HQGHDYRXUV�WR�HQJXOI�PH��UHOHQWOHVVO\�DVVDLOLQJ�PH�
IRU� WKH�PDMRULW\� FRQWURO� RI�P\� DQLPXV� �WKH� VRXUFH� RI�P\� UHVLVWDQFH��� ,Q�
SUHSDUDWLRQ�RI�DQ�HSLF�VWDQGR൵���,�VXPPRQ�P\�¿�HUFHVW�WULDG�RI�ZDU�JHQHUDOV��
0LQG��%RG\�DQG�6SLULW��%XW�&LPPHULDQ�LOOLWHUDF\�HQYHORSHV�PH�DQG�SURYHV�
LWVHOI�DV�DQ�LQGRPLWDEOH�IRUFH��,Q�WKH�WKURHV�RI�GHIHDW��,�EHFNRQ�&LFHUR��������
IRU�JXLGDQFH��+RZHYHU��KLV�FRXQVHO�LV�SDUDGR[LFDO�DPLGVW�WKH�XQWLPHOLQHVV�
RI�EDWWOH��Nosce the ipsum, facta non verba��&LFHUR�������±�WKH�PRVW�GL൶��FXOW�
RI�DOO� WKLQJV� LV� WR�NQRZ�\RXUVHOI��7KH�QDWXUH�RI�&LFHUR¶V�FKDUJH� WR�PH� LV�
XQIDPLOLDU�WR�VD\�WKH�OHDVW�
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:KLOH�GHDWK�UDJHV�DW�P\�GRRUVWHS��&LFHUR�DGYLVHV� ,�HPEUDFH�ZDU�DV�D�
PHDQV� RI� DWWDLQLQJ� XWWHU� FODULW\� RI� FKDUDFWHU�� ZKLFK�ZLOO�� LQ� WXUQ�� HQVXUH�
PH� YLFWRU\� RYHU� P\� VWXSRU� RI� &LPPHULDQ� LOOLWHUDF\�� $OWKRXJK� ZURXJKW�
ZLWK�SHULO��,�DP�QRQHWKHOHVV�FRPSHOOHG�WR�HPEDUN�XSRQ�VXFK�D�MRXUQH\�RI�
LQWURVSHFWLRQ�DQG�OLEHUDWLRQ��Libe action��ZKLFK�3DXOR�)UHLUH��������S������
FKDUDFWHUL]HV�DV�SUD[LV��³WKH�DFWLRQ�DQG�UHÀ�HFWLRQ�RI�PHQ�DQG�ZRPHQ�XSRQ�
WKHLU�ZRUOG�LQ�RUGHU�WR�WUDQVIRUP�LW´�

%XW�KRZ�GR�,�IDVKLRQ�UHPHG\�IURP�PDODG\��QRXULVKPHQW�IURP�ZLWKLQ�WKH�
ERZHOV�RI�WKLV�PRQROLWKLF�PRQVWURVLW\�FDOOHG�³SULVRQ´"�&DUFHUDO�VKDGHV�RI�
SV\FKRORJLFDO�ZDUIDUH�GHVLJQHG�WR�FUXVK�P\�SXEOLF�DQG�VHOI�LPDJH�PLPLF�
WKH�HWKQLF�KLMDFNLQJV��RI�UHOLJLRQ��FXOWXUH��KRQRXU��HWF���SHUSHWXDWHG�DJDLQVW�
P\�$IULFDQ� DQFHVWRUV�� Atque ipsa men sea, que future videt, praeterita 
meminit��7KH�VDPH�PLQG�WKDW�IRUHVHHV�WKH�IXWXUH�DOVR�UHPHPEHUV�WKH�SDVW��
+RZHYHU��LQ�WKLV�LQVWDQFH�RI�FXOWXUDO�LOOLWHUDF\�UHSHDWLQJ�LWVHOI��P\�DELOLW\�WR�
GHYHORS�P\�SRZHU�WR�SHUFHLYH�FULWLFDOO\�WKH�ZD\�,�H[LVW�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�ZLWK�
ZKLFK�DQG�LQ�ZKLFK�,�¿�QG�P\VHOI��,�FRPH�WR�VHH�WKH�ZRUOG�DV�D�UHDOLW\�LQ�
SURFHVV�LQ�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ��)UHLUH��������S������

0\� SRUWHQGLQJ� JD]H� LV� UXGHO\� LQWHUUXSWHG� E\� WKH� GLVFRXUWHV\� RI�
REVWUXFWLYH�SULVRQ�ZDOOV�ZLWK�UD]RU�VKDUS�WULPPLQJV��$FDGHPLF�LJQRUDQFH�
QRW�RQO\�UHQGHUV�PH�QHDU�VLJKWHG��LW�DOVR�WHUURUL]HV�PH�LQ�P\�GUHDPV�

7KLUVWLQJ� IRU� D� UHVSLWH� RI� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�� ,� UHFRQVLGHU�&LFHUR¶V� �������
DGPRQLVKPHQW�WR�VHDUFK�ZLWKLQ��7KHUH��YLFWRU\�ZLOO�EH�IRXQG��6R�,�VXUPLVH��
WR�D൵�HFW� WKDW�ZKLFK� LV�EH\RQG�P\�EHLQJ�� ,�PXVW�¿�UVW� D൵�HFW� WKDW�ZKLFK� LV�
ZLWKLQ��,�PXVW�VRPHKRZ�FRPH�WR�NQRZ�WKH�GXDOLW\�RI�P\VHOI�

7KHUHIRUH�� ,� GLOLJHQWO\� GLVSHQVHG� ZLWK� WKH� EXVLQHVV� RI� NQRZLQJ� ERWK�
YHUVLRQV�RI�P\VHOI�� WKH�VHOI�ZKR� OHG�PH� WR�P\�XQGRLQJ�DQG� WKH�QHZ�VHOI�
ZKR�FDQ�±�E\�UHVLVWDQFH�±�UHSHQW�IRU�ZKDW�P\�ROG�VHOI�KDV�GRQH��%XW�WHUULEO\�
XQVHWWOLQJ�� P\� ROG� VHOI� DQG� QHZ� VHOI� DUH� PXWXDOO\� DPELWLRXV� ±� ERWK� DUH�
GHWHUPLQHG�WR�ZLQ��3HUKDSV�WKH\�DUH�RQH�LQ�WKH�VDPH��ZKLFK�ZRXOG�FRQ¿�UP�
WKDW� LW�ZDV�P\� ROG� VHOI� DOO� DORQJ�ZKR� KDV� EHHQ�ZDJLQJ�ZDU� DJDLQVW�PH��
+RZHYHU��³LI�RQH�LV�VDFUL¿�FHG�±�HYHQ�LQ�SDUW�±�WKH�RWKHU�LPPHGLDWHO\�VX൵�HUV´�
�)UHLUH��������S�����

7KH�RULJLQ�RI� WKLV� LQQHU�FRQÀ�LFW��KRZHYHU��SUHGDWHV�P\� OLIH�DV�D�EHOO\�
GZHOOHU��,�ZDV�D�GHOLQTXHQW�KHOO�EHQW�RQ�VDERWDJLQJ�P\�HOHPHQWDU\�VFKRRO�
HGXFDWLRQ�ZKHQ�P\�JUDQGIDWKHU�WROG�PH�,�QHHGHG�DQ�HGXFDWLRQ��LW�GRHV�QRW�
QHHG�PH��,Q�UHWURVSHFW��,�QRZ�UHDOL]H�WKDW�P\�ROG�VHOI�UHVLVWHG�HGXFDWLRQ��LW�
UHVLVWHG�JXLGDQFH�DQG�LW�UHVLVWHG�SUHYLRXV�GLVFLSOLQH�IURP�WKH�FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�
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V\VWHP��$QG� PRVW� UHJUHWWDEO\�� WR� P\� HQVXLQJ� GHPLVH�� LW� LQFRQVLGHUDWHO\�
UHVLVWHG�D�SOHD�GHDO�IURP�WKH�6WDWH�

$OO�WKH�ZKLOH��P\�HPHUJHQW�QHZ�VHOI�VWUXJJOHG�IRU�FRQWURO�RI�P\�DQLPXV��
UHDOL]LQJ� WKDW� LQ� UHJDUG� WR� OHJDO� HGXFDWLRQ� DQG� WUDLQLQJ� LW�ZDV� GUDVWLFDOO\�
RXWJXQQHG�LQ�D�EDWWOH�ZLWK�WKH�6WDWH��1HYHUWKHOHVV��LQ�IXWLOLW\�P\�À�HGJOLQJ�
QHZ�VHOI�GHVSHUDWHO\�VWXGLHG��OHDUQHG�DQG�SDLQVWDNLQJO\�HQGHDYRXUHG�WR�DOWHU�
WKH�RXWFRPH�RI�WKH�FOLPDFWLF�HYHQW�WKDW�P\�ROG�VHOI�KHUDOGHG�LQWR�DFWXDOLW\�±�
SURFHHGLQJ�WR�WULDO��7KH�H൵�RUWV�RI�P\�QHZ�VHOI�GUHDGIXOO\�UHVXOWHG�LQ�GHIHDW�

,W� ZDV� WKHQ� WKDW� P\� QHZ� VHOI� ZDV� DEOH� WR� SHUFHLYH� WKH� OHYHO� RI� VHOI�
GHVWUXFWLRQ�P\� ROG� VHOI�ZDV� FDSDEOH� RI��1RQHWKHOHVV�� fas est et ab hoste 
doceri�±�LW�LV�ULJKW�WR�OHDUQ�HYHQ�IURP�DQ�HQHP\��$QG�ZKDW�,�OHDUQHG�IURP�P\�
ROG�VHOI�ZDV�WKDW�WKH�WLPH�IRU�SDUWLQJ�ZD\V�KDG�FRPH�DQG�JRQH��DQG�,�QHHGHG�
WR�WDNH�EDFN�PDMRULW\�FRQWURO�RI�P\�YROLWLRQ�

0\�QHZ�VHOI�LV�FRPPLWWHG�WR�UHDGLQJ��ZULWLQJ�DQG�OHDUQLQJ��7KH�PRUH�,�
UHDG��WKH�PRUH�,�OHDUQHG�DQG�JUHZ�DZDUH�RI�KRZ�PXFK�RI�P\�OLIH�P\�ROG�
VHOI�KDG� UXLQHG��0RUH� LPSRUWDQWO\�� ,�JUHZ�HYHQ�PRUH�DZDUH�RI�D�ZRUOG� ,�
SUHYLRXVO\�GLG�QRW�NQRZ�H[LVWHG��D�ZRUOG�P\�ROG�VHOI�KDG�UHVLVWHG�WR�SDUWDNH�
LQ��7KLV�ZRUOG�LV�RQH�RI�IDPLO\�DSSUHFLDWLRQ��DFFRXQWDELOLW\�WR�VRFLHW\�DQG�RI�
DFDGHPLF�HQOLJKWHQPHQW�WKDW�,�KDG�IRROLVKO\�WDNHQ�IRU�JUDQWHG�

%\�UHVLVWLQJ�P\�ROG�VHOI��P\�QHZ�VHOI�ZDV�DEOH�WR�H[SHULHQFH�DQ�LQFUHDVH�
LQ�SRZHU�DQG�DZDUHQHVV�E\�FRPSOHWLQJ�VHYHUDO�FROOHJH�FRXUVHV��JUDGXDOO\�
DVFHQGLQJ�ZHOO�EH\RQG�WKH�LQÀ�XHQWLDO�UHDFKHV�RI�P\�ROG�VHOI��,�ZDV�SURXG�RI�
P\�QHZ�VHOI��,�ZDV�SURXG�RI�UHVLVWLQJ�P\�ROG�VHOI��0\�HGXFDWLRQDO�JURZWK�
DQG� VWHDGIDVW� UHVLVWDQFH� WR�P\�ROG� VHOI�XOWLPDWHO\� OHG� WR�P\�YLFWRU\�RYHU�
GDUNQHVV�RI�PLQG�DQG�RYHU�WKH�EHDVW�

7KDQN�\RX��*UDQGIDWKHU��7KDQN�\RX��&LFHUR��IRU�JXLGLQJ�PH�WR�WKH�YLUWXH�
RI� HGXFDWLRQ��$QG� QRZ�� DOWKRXJK� ,� IHDVW� LQ� WKH� EHOO\� RI� WKH� EHDVW�� ,�ZLOO�
VXFFXPE�WR�QR�HYLO�EHFDXVH�,�NQRZ�HYLO��,�NQRZ�LW�ZLWKLQ�DQG�ZLWKRXW��,Q�WKH�
IDFH�RI�ERWK��,�VKDOO�UHVLVW�

5()(5(1&(6

$EERWW��-DFN�+HQU\������� In the Belly of the Beast: Letters from Prison��1HZ�<RUN��
5DQGRP�+RXVH�

&LFHUR��0DUFXV�7XOOLXV��������Cicero on the Republic on the Laws��WUDQV��&OLQWRQ�:DOWHU�
.H\HV���&DPEULGJH��0$���+DUYDUG�8QLYHUVLW\�3UHVV�

)UHLUH��3DXOR��������Pedagogy of the Oppressed��1HZ�<RUN��%ORRPVEXU\�3XEOLVKLQJ�
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Shebuel Bel� LV� D�:DVKLQJWRQ� VWDWH� SULVRQHU�ZKR� HQUROOHG� DQG� FRPSOHWHG�
QXPHURXV�8%%��8QLYHUVLW\�%H\RQG�%DUV��HGXFDWLRQDO�FRXUVHV��+H�SODQV�WR�
IXUWKHU�KLV�FROOHJH�HGXFDWLRQ�XSRQ�KLV�UHOHDVH�LQ������
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