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The Building Blocks That Lead to Higher Education:
Programs Provide Direction Behind Prison Walls
Wilfredo Laracuente

7KH�SXUVXLW�RI�KLJKHU�HGXFDWLRQ�LQ�SULVRQ�LV�D�FRPSOH[�FRPELQDWLRQ�RI�
WKRXJKWV�� SHUFHSWLRQV� DQG� IRUWLWXGH��<RX� KDYH� D� ODUJH� SRSXODFH� WKDW�

H[LVWV�ZLWKLQ� WKH� FRQ¿�QHV� RI� WKH� SULVRQ�ZDOOV�ZKR� DUH�PXGGOLQJ� DURXQG�
DLPOHVVO\�� ELGLQJ� WLPH� XQWLO� WKHLU� UHOHDVH� GDWHV� EHFRPH� D� UHDOLW\� RU� QRW��
7KRVH�ZKR�DFW�FRQWUDU\�WR�WKLV�HWKRV�DQG�FXVWRP�RI�SULVRQ�OLIH�DUH�ULGLFXOHG�
DQG� FULWLFL]HG�� 6LPLODU� WR�+LSSRFUDWHV� RQ� D�ZLWFK�KXQW�ZLOOLQJ� WR� FKDUJH�
DQ\RQH�DQG�HYHU\RQH��D�PLQRULW\�VWUXJJOHV�WR�EUHDN�IURP�WKH�SULVRQ�QRUPV�

7KH�PLQRULW\�DUH�PHQ�ZKR�FRQVWUXFWLYHO\�XWLOL]H�WKHLU�WLPH�WR�HPSRZHU�
WKHPVHOYHV�ZLWK�VXEVWDQFH�DQG�NQRZOHGJH�YLWDO�IRU�OLIH�SRVW�LQFDUFHUDWLRQ��
7KLV� GULYH� IRU� FKDQJH� LV� D� IXHO� WKDW� LJQLWHV� ZLWKLQ� WKH� SHUVRQ� OLNH� SLWFK�
IURP� D� WUHH�� 7KLV� FKDQJH� RIWHQ� GRHV� QRW� EHJLQ� ZLWK� KLJKHU� HGXFDWLRQ��
9ROXQWHHU�WKHUDSHXWLF�SURJUDPV�SURYLGH�LQVLJKW��VSDUNLQJ�FULWLFDO�WKLQNLQJ�
DQG� FRQWHPSODWLRQ�RI� VHOI�� 6RPH�PHQ�ZKR�SDUWLFLSDWH� LQ� WKHVH� SURJUDPV�
¿�QG� WKH� FRXUDJH� WR� VSHDN� LQ� DQ�RSHQ� IRUXP� IRU� WKH�YHU\�¿�UVW� WLPH�DERXW�
WKHLU� H[SHULHQFHV� WKDW� KDYH� QHYHU� EHHQ� H[SORUHG�� &RPUDGHU\� RIWHQ�
GHYHORSV�ZLWKLQ�WKLV�SHHU�V\VWHP�DQG�PHQ�EHFRPH�VXSSRUW�V\VWHPV�IRU�RQH�
DQRWKHU��&ROOHFWLYHO\� WKH\� FDQ� UHODWH� WR� HDFK� RWKHU�� DQG� EHFRPH� LQYHVWHG�
LQ�WKHPVHOYHV�DQG�RWKHUV�WKURXJK�DWWULEXWHV�OLNH�LQWHJULW\�RI�FKDUDFWHU�DQG�
VHOI�ZRUWK��7KH\�EHJLQ�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�GH¿�FLHQFLHV�WKDW�OHG�WR�WKHLU�VRFLDO��
HPRWLRQDO��DQG�FRJQLWLYH�GHYHORSPHQW��ZKLFK�WUDQVODWHV�LQWR�D�ZLOOLQJQHVV�
WR�OHDUQ�DQG�H[SORUH�DOWHUQDWLYH�PHWKRGV�RI�SUREOHP�VROYLQJ��)RU�PDQ\��LW�LV�
WKH�¿�UVW�WLPH�D�FRPIRUWDEOH�DWPRVSKHUH�EHFRPHV�D�SRVVLELOLW\��3ULVRQ�GRHV�
QRW� FXOWLYDWH� FRPIRUW� XQGHU� DQ\� FLUFXPVWDQFHV�� ,QFDUFHUDWHG� SHRSOH� DUH�
VXEMHFWHG�WR�HQGOHVV�UHSHWLWLRQ��LQFOXGLQJ�EHLQJ�FRXQWHG�DW�VSHFL¿�HG�WLPHV�
WKURXJKRXW� WKH�GD\��)DFLOLW\�PRYHPHQWV�UHRFFXU� OLNH�FORFNZRUN��GRZQ�WR�
WKH�V\QFKURQL]HG�VHFRQG��3URJUDPPLQJ��UHFUHDWLRQ�DQG�H[HUFLVH�EUHDN�XS�
WKH�PRQRWRQ\� D� OLWWOH�� EXW� XOWLPDWHO\� DIWHU� D� IHZ�\HDUV�� WKH\� WRR� EHFRPH�
PXQGDQH��0HQWDO�FRQGLWLRQLQJ�DQG�UHVROYH�DUH�QHFHVVDU\�DWWULEXWHV�WR�KHOS�
EUHDN�IUHH�IURP�WKH�SULVRQ�URXWLQH�WKDW�KLQGHUV�JURZWK��(GXFDWLRQ�DQG�VHOI�
DZDUHQHVV�FDQ�LQYRNH�D�SDUDGLJP�VKLIW�WKDW�DOWHUV�³WKH�URXWLQH´��DFWLQJ�DV�
VWHSSLQJ�VWRQHV�WR�HQDEOH�DQG�SURYRNH�VXFFHVV�

$V�SDUWLFLSDQWV�FRQWLQXH� WR�ZRUN�RQ� WKHPVHOYHV�� WKH\�GHYHORS�D�VNLOO�
VHW�WKDW�LQFOXGHV�RUJDQL]DWLRQDO�VNLOOV��LPSURYLVDWLRQDO�FRPSHWHQFH��SXEOLF�
VSHDNLQJ� DQG� DQ� LQYHVWPHQW� LQ� KHOSLQJ� RWKHUV� FKDQJH�� ³:KHQ� HGXFDWRUV�
NQRZ�WKDW�D�FRQVWLWXHQF\�KDV�QR�DELOLW\�WR�FKDOOHQJH�KRZ�LW�LV�EHLQJ�VHUYHG��
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ZKHUH�GRHV�WKH�LQFHQWLYH�FRPH�IURP�WR�VHUYH�LW�ZHOO"´��1RJXHUD��������S��
����� ,QGLYLGXDOV� IURP�DOO�ZDONV�RI� OLIH��ZKHWKHU� WKURXJK�VKDULQJ�SHUVRQDO�
H[SHULHQFHV�RU�VKRZFDVLQJ�WKHLU�VXFFHVV�VWRULHV��KDYH�EHFRPH�±�DV�D�GLUHFW�
UHVXOW�RI�WKH�SURJUDP�±�ZKDW�IXHOV�WKH�GULYH�WR�FKDQJH�

7KH�2VERUQH�$VVRFLDWLRQ�ZDV�P\�¿�UVW�H[SHULHQFH�DW�YROXQWHHU�WKHUDSHXWLF�
SURJUDPPLQJ��2VERUQH�LV�D�QRQ�SUR¿�W�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�IXQGHG�E\�WKH�1HZ�<RUN�
6WDWH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�&RUUHFWLRQV� DQG�&RPPXQLW\�6XSHUYLVLRQ� WR�SURYLGH�
DQG� VWUHQJWKHQ� IDPLO\� VHUYLFHV� LQVLGH� VHOHFW� FRUUHFWLRQDO� IDFLOLWLHV�� 8QWLO�
H[SHULHQFLQJ�WKLV�SURJUDP��,�GLG�QRW�WDFNOH�WKH�LVVXHV�WKDW�ZHUH�KROGLQJ�PH�
EDFN�IURP�EHFRPLQJ�D�EHWWHU�IDWKHU��,�ZDV�DEOH�WR�PDNH�SHDFH�ZLWK�WKH�DQJHU�
,�IHOW�IRU�P\�RZQ�IDWKHU�DEDQGRQLQJ�P\�PRWKHU�DQG�,�DW�DQ�HDUO\�SRLQW�LQ�
P\�FKLOGKRRG��7KLV�RSHQHG�D�SOHWKRUD�RI�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ��XQGHUVWDQGLQJ��
DQG�WUXVW�EHWZHHQ�P\�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV�DQG�,��HVSHFLDOO\�P\�GDXJKWHUV��DQG�
,�EHFDPH�UHOHYDQW�LQ�WKH�OLYHV�RI�P\�FKLOGUHQ�

,� DOVR� GLVFRYHUHG� D� QHZIRXQG� FRQ¿�GHQFH� WKDW� HQULFKHG�P\� H[LVWHQFH�
DQG�WKDW�OHG�WR�RWKHU�RSSRUWXQLWLHV��3XEOLF�VSHDNLQJ�EHFDPH�D�QLFKH�WKDW�,�
GLVFRYHUHG�,�ZDV�YHU\�JRRG�DW��8SRQ�FRPSOHWLQJ�WKH�SURJUDP��,�ZDV�DVNHG�
WR�HPFHH�DQG�JLYH�D�VSHHFK�DW�WKH������2VERUQH�*UDGXDWLRQ��$�IHZ�PRQWKV�
ODWHU��WKH�)DPLO\�6HUYLFH�6SHFLDOLVW�DVNHG�LI�,�ZDV�ZLOOLQJ�WR�ZRUN�IRU�WKH�
RUJDQL]DWLRQ� DV� DQ� DGPLQLVWUDWLYH� FOHUN� DQG� FDUHJLYHU�� )RU� WKH� SDVW� IRXU�
\HDUV�,�KDYH�ZRUNHG�FORVHO\�ZLWK�WKH�2VERUQH�VWD൵��DV�WKH�SULPDU\�FDUHJLYHU�
LQ�WKHLU�LQ�SULVRQ�)DPLO\�&HQWHU�DW�6LQJ�6LQJ�&RUUHFWLRQDO�)DFLOLW\��,�JLYH�
XS�PDQ\�6DWXUGD\V��6XQGD\V��DQG�KROLGD\V�WR�HQVXUH�WKDW�FKLOGUHQ�ZKR�DUH�
YLVLWLQJ�WKHLU�IDWKHUV��JUDQGIDWKHUV��EURWKHUV��RU�RWKHU�UHODWLYHV�FDQ�GR�VR�LQ�
D�FKLOG�IULHQGO\��QRQ�WKUHDWHQLQJ�HQYLURQPHQW�WKDW�KHOSV�WR�VWUHQJWKHQ�WKH�
IDPLO\� UHODWLRQVKLSV� DQG� WKH� H൶��FDF\� RI� WKH� FKLOGUHQ�� ,Q� DGGLWLRQ�� ,� KDYH�
FUHDWHG�D�FXUULFXOXP�IRU�D�SLORW�SURJUDP�FDOOHG�)DWKHUKRRG�)RUXP�RQ�EHKDOI�
RI�WKH�2VERUQH�$VVRFLDWLRQ��7KLV�IRUXP�PHHWV�IRXU�WLPHV�D�\HDU�DQG�LV�FR�
IDFLOLWDWHG� E\�PH� LQ� FRQFHUW�ZLWK�2VERUQH� VWD൵���(GXFDWLRQDO� H[SHULHQFHV�
FRPH�LQ�DOO�VKDSHV�DQG�VL]HV�GXULQJ�LQFDUFHUDWLRQ�DQG�KDG�LW�QRW�EHHQ�IRU�WKLV�
¿�UVW�VWHSSLQJ�VWRQH�,�ZRXOG�QRW�KDYH�EHHQ�DEOH�WR�TXDQWLI\�WKH�LPSDFW�WKLV�
SURJUDP�KDV�KDG�RQ�PH�

$OO� PHQ�� UHJDUGOHVV� RI� FLUFXPVWDQFH�� GHVHUYH� DQ� RSSRUWXQLW\� WR� OLYH�
LQVWHDG�RI�PHUHO\�H[LVWLQJ��7DNLQJ�DGYDQWDJH�RI�WKH�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�SUHVHQWHG�
EHIRUH�PH�GLVPDQWOHV�LQFDUFHUDWLRQ�DQG�JHQHUDWHV�D�WXUQLQJ�SRLQW��7KURXJK�
SURJUDPPLQJ�� ,� GLVFRYHUHG� WKH� SRWHQWLDO� WR� PDNH� D� GL൵�HUHQFH�� 2QFH� ,�
EHJDQ�WR�YLHZ�OLIH�GL൵�HUHQWO\�� WDNLQJ�DGYDQWDJH�RI� WKH�FROOHJH�H[SHULHQFH�
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VHHPHG�QRUPDO��/HDUQLQJ�WKH�SRZHU�RI�ZRUGV�DQG�GHYHORSLQJ�D�FRPPDQG�
RI� ODQJXDJH�EHFDPH� LPSRUWDQW��)UDQNO\�VSHDNLQJ�� ,�QR� ORQJHU�ZDQW� WR�EH�
SHUFHLYHG�LQ�D�QHJDWLYH�OLJKW��,�ZDQW�DQ�DFFXUDWH�GHSLFWLRQ�RI�D�FRQVWUXFWLYH�
LQGLYLGXDO�ZLWK�WKH�DELOLW\�WR�H[FHO�DQG�ZKROHKHDUWHGO\�DFFRPSOLVK�DQ\WKLQJ�
,�WUDQV¿�[�P\�PLQG�WR��&RPSODFHQF\�FDQ�HDVLO\�HQWHU�WKH�HTXDWLRQ�LI�RQH�LV�QRW�
FDUHIXO�EHKLQG�WKHVH�SULVRQ�ZDOOV��5HPDLQLQJ�JURXQGHG�LQ�WKLV�HQYLURQPHQW�
LV�D�GHOLFDWH�EDODQFH�IRU�PRVW��³6WD\�KXQJU\��UHPDLQ�KXPEOH��NHHS�LQYHQWLQJ�
DQG�KRQH�\RXU�FUDIW´�DUH�ZRUGV�WR�OLYH�E\�WR�DFKLHYH�\RXU�HGXFDWLRQDO�JRDOV�

7KLQNLQJ� RXWVLGH� WKH� ER[� DQG� VWHSSLQJ� RXWVLGH� RI� \RXU� FRPIRUW� ]RQH�
DUH� O\QFKSLQV� YLWDO� LQ� PD[LPL]LQJ� WKH� RSSRUWXQLWLHV� LQ� HGXFDWLRQ� ZKLOH�
LQFDUFHUDWHG��(YHU\RQH�KDV�VRPHWKLQJ� WKH\�GR�EHWWHU� WKDQ�PRVW�DQG�³WKDW�
VRPHWKLQJ´�VKRXOG�EHFRPH�WKHLU�IRFDO�SRLQW��7KH�QDUURZHU�WKH�UDQJH�� WKH�
PRUH� OLNHO\� VXFFHVV� LV� WKH� LQHYLWDEOH�RXWFRPH��0\�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�ZLWK� WKH�
&RXQFLO�IRU�8QLW\�LV�ZKDW�SURSHOOHG�PH�WR�YHQWXUH�RXW�RI�P\�FRPIRUW�]RQH��
%DVHG� RQ� WKH� FRQFHSW� RI� )DPLO\�� 8QLW\�� 6HOI�HVWHHP� DQG� (PSRZHUPHQW�
�)86(��� RQH� RI� WKH� DVSHFWV� RI� WKH� SURJUDP� HQFRXUDJHG� LQWURVSHFWLRQ� LQ�
ZD\V� WKDW� ,� KDG� QHYHU� H[SORUHG� EHIRUH�� ,�ZDV� DVNHG�� ³:KDW� GLG� \RX�not�
DFFRPSOLVK"´�,�VDW�LQ�P\�SULVRQ�FHOO�FRQWHPSODWLQJ�D�UHVSRQVH�GLVHQWDQJOHG�
IURP�SULGH�DQG�HJR��,�UHVSRQGHG�

7KURXJKRXW� P\� OLIH� SULRU� WR� LQFDUFHUDWLRQ�� ,� KDG� PDQ\� RSSRUWXQLWLHV��
:KHWKHU� LW� ZDV� LQ� WKH� UHDOP� RI� HGXFDWLRQ�� HPSOR\PHQW�� UHODWLRQVKLSV��
RU�RWKHU� DUHDV�� ,� IHOW� DQ\� VHW�EDFN�FRXOG�EH�FRUUHFWHG�EHFDXVH� ,�GLG�QRW�
IRUHVHH�LQFDUFHUDWLRQ�DQG�VTXDQGHUHG�WKH�SRVVLELOLW\�RI�D�FROOHJH�GHJUHH��,�
IDLOHG�DW�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�EH�D�JUHDW�IDWKHU�WR�P\�WZR�GDXJKWHUV�WKURXJK�
P\�LQFDUFHUDWLRQ��,�IHOO�VKRUW�RI�ZKDW�D�PDQ�VKRXOG�EH�IRU�KLV�IDPLO\�DV�
VHW�E\�WKH�PHQ�LQ�P\�OLIH�±�VXFK�DV�P\�VWHS�IDWKHU��XQFOH��JRGIDWKHU��DQG�
JUDQGIDWKHU��,�FRXOG�KRQHVWO\�VD\�WKDW�,�GLG�QRW�EHOLHYH�,�KDG�DFFRPSOLVKHG�
DQ\WKLQJ�SULRU�WR�P\�LQFDUFHUDWLRQ�

:KHQ�,�FORVHG�WKDW�SRUWLRQ�RI�P\�MRXUQDO��,�KDG�D�UHDOL]DWLRQ�DQG�PDGH�
WKH� FRQVFLRXV�GHFLVLRQ� WR�EULQJ�SHDFH� WR�ZKDWHYHU� FKDRV�RFFXUUHG� LQ�P\�
OLIH�� WR�UHIXVH�WR�DOORZ�WKH�SDVW� WR�FRQVXPH�PH��DQG�WR�XVH�P\�QHZIRXQG�
SDVVLRQ�WR�PDNH�PH�ZKROH��,�VWDUWHG�WR�SDUWLFLSDWH�PRUH�LQ�WKH�GLVFXVVLRQ�
SRUWLRQ�RI� WKH�SURJUDP�DQG� WR�HVWDEOLVK�P\�SHUVRQDOLW\�ZLWKLQ� WKH�JURXS��
$IWHU�FRPSOHWLQJ�WKH�SURJUDP��,�ZDV�DVNHG�WR�SDUWDNH�LQ�IDFLOLWDWRU�WUDLQLQJ�
DQG�WR�VWDUW�GLVVHPLQDWLQJ�WKH�FXUULFXOXP�WR�PHQ�LQ�WKH�SULVRQ�SRSXODWLRQ�
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ZLWK�WKH�KRSH�RI�EHFRPLQJ�DQ�LQWHJUDO�SDUW�RI�WKHLU�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ�MXVW�DV�WKH�
SURJUDP�KDG�GRQH�IRU�PH�

,Q�SULVRQ��HGXFDWLRQ�LV�D�MRXUQH\��,W�VWHPV�IURP�DQ�LQVWDQFH�ZKHUH�D�VZLWFK�
WXUQV�RQ�DQG�VXGGHQO\�RQH�¿�QDOO\�JHWV�WKH�JLVW��$IWHU�VDPSOLQJ�D�JOLPSVH�RI�
WKH�QHZ�\RX��WKLV�VXGGHQ�\HDUQ�WR�DFKLHYH�DQRWKHU�JRDO�EHFRPHV�DQ�LQFUHGLEOH�
PRWLYDWRU�� (GXFDWLRQ� LV� QRW� OLPLWHG� WR� DQ� LQVWLWXWLRQ� RI� KLJKHU� OHDUQLQJ��
,QGLYLGXDOV�HQYHORSHG�LQ�WKH�HGXFDWLRQDO�H[SHULHQFH�WUDQVIRUP�WKHPVHOYHV�
LQWR�UROH�PRGHOV�ZKR�LQÀ�XHQFH�DQG�SURYLGH�KRSH�WR�RWKHUV�WKDW�WKH\�WRR�FDQ�
DFKLHYH�KLJKHU�HGXFDWLRQ��,Q�WXUQ��QHZ�PLQGHG�PHQ�EHFRPH�DWWXQHG�WR�QHZ�
LGHDV� DQG� SURJUDPV� WKDW� LPSURYH� WKH� RYHUDOO� OLYLQJ� FRQGLWLRQV� LQ� SULVRQ��
7KDW�LV�ZK\�LW�LV�LPSHUDWLYH�WR�H[SRVH�DV�PDQ\�SULVRQHUV�DV�SRVVLEOH�WR�WKH�
FROOHJH�H[SHULHQFH��EROVWHULQJ�WKH�FKDQFHV�RI�SRWHQWLDO�VWXGHQWV�ZKR�PD\�EH�
WHHWHULQJ�RQ�WKH�IHQFH�LQ�FRQWHPSODWLQJ�ZKHWKHU�RU�QRW�WR�DSSO\�

$V�WLPH�SDVVHG��QHWZRUNLQJ�EHFDPH�WKH�JRDO�DQG�,�EHJDQ�WR�UXE�HOERZV�
ZLWK�PHQ�ZKR�SRVVHVVHG� VLPLODU� LQWHUHVWV� DQG� WUDLWV��7KH�PDMRULW\�RI� WKH�
SULVRQ�SRSXODWLRQ�PLVXQGHUVWDQGV�WKLV�IUDWHUQLW\�DV�LW�FKDOOHQJHV�WKH�QRUPV�
RI� WKH� SULVRQ� WKDW� DUH� FRQWUDU\� WR� WKH� QDWXUDO� SHFNLQJ� RUGHU�� ,Q� SULVRQ�� ,�
OHDUQHG�WKDW�LI�DQ�LVVXH�GRHV�QRW�FRQFHUQ�\RX�GLUHFWO\��\RX�PXVW�FKRRVH�WR�
LJQRUH�LW�DQG�FRQFHQWUDWH�RQ�WKH�WKLQJV�WKDW�GR�

,� ODWHU� OHDUQHG� WKDW� WKH� 0HUF\� &ROOHJH� +XGVRQ� /LQN� 3URJUDP� ZDV�
KROGLQJ�WU\RXWV�IRU�D�TEDx Talk�HYHQW�WLWOHG��TEDx Sing Sing��7KH�VXEMHFW�
PDWWHU�ZDV�D�WKUHH�PLQXWH�WDON�RQ�³KHDOWK\�FRPPXQLWLHV´�DQG�WU\�RXWV�ZHUH�
RSHQ�WR�DQ\RQH�LQ�WKH�SULVRQ�SRSXODWLRQ��7KH�WDONV�ZHUH�EDVHG�RQ�FRQWHQW��
RULJLQDOLW\��SUHVHQWDWLRQ�DQG�SXEOLF�VSHDNLQJ��7KRVH�VHOHFWHG�IRU�WKH�TEDx 
Event� ZRXOG� KDYH� WKHLU� WDONV� ¿�OPHG� DQG� VWUHDPHG� RQOLQH�� 7KLV� ZDV� DQ�
RSSRUWXQLW\�WKDW�,�GLG�QRW�ZDQW�WR�PLVV��³:RXOG�,�EH�DEOH�WR�SXOO�WKLV�R൵�"´��,�
DVNHG�P\VHOI��³0D\EH�WKLV�LV�QRW�IRU�PH"´�³:LOO�,�PDNH�D�IRRO�RI�P\VHOI"´�
7KRVH�ZHUH�TXHVWLRQV�,�UHSHDWHGO\�DVNHG�DV�,�GHYHORSHG�WKH�FRQWHQW�RI�P\�
SUHVHQWDWLRQ�

,�FKRVH�WR�GLVFXVV�WKH�LGHD�RI�H[SRVLQJ�\RXQJ�PHQ�DW�DQ�HDUOLHU�DJH�WR�
WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�IDWKHUKRRG��7KH�WLWOH�RI�P\�7HG�7DON�ZDV�³$�*RRG�5ROH�
0RGHO�RI�:KDW�1RW�WR�GR´��,�ZDV�RQH�RI�WKH�HLJKW�PHQ�VHOHFWHG�WR�VSHDN�RQ�
��'HFHPEHU��������,W�ZDV�DQ�HSLF�HYHQW�DQG�,�VDYRXUHG�WKH�DFFRPSOLVKPHQW��
$IWHU�WKH�HYHQW��LW�ZDV�WKH�¿�UVW�WLPH�,�KHDUG�P\�PRWKHU�VD\��³,�DP�VR�SURXG�
RI� \RX�� ,W¶V� JUHDW� WR�¿�QDOO\�PHHW� WKH�PDQ� ,� NQHZ�\RX� FRXOG� DOZD\V� EH´��
7KRVH�ZRUGV�UHPDLQ�D�UDOO\LQJ�VXSSRUW�ZKHQHYHU�,�QHHG�WR�UHFKDUJH��UHIRFXV�
DQG�UHDFK�P\�QH[W�JRDO�
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,�ZDV�WKHQ�DFFHSWHG�WR�HQUROO�LQ�WKH�0HUF\�&ROOHJH�+XGVRQ�/LQN�3URJUDP��
,�QRZ� ORQJ� IRU� WKHVH�RSSRUWXQLWLHV��ZKHUH� ,�RQFH�XVHG� WR�ZDQGHU� DURXQG�
SULVRQ�DLPOHVVO\�XQDEOH�WR�SODFH�D�¿�QJHU�RQ�ZKDW�,�ZDV�JRLQJ�WR�GR�IRU�WKH�
QH[W�WZHQW\�\HDUV�RI�P\�SULVRQ�VWLQW��,�DP�JXLOW\�RI�KDYLQJ�FDZHG�DW�RWKHUV�
ZKR� FDUULHG� ERRNV�� VFKRROZRUN� DQG� SURJUDP�PDWHULDOV�� 3ULVRQ� LQIXVHV� D�
PHQWDOLW\�DQG�SHUFHSWLRQ�RI�KRSHOHVVQHVV�WKDW�PDNHV�LW�KDUG�WR�VZD\�IURP�
³WKH� URXWLQH´�� ,URQLFDOO\�� D� PDQ¶V� JUHDWHVW� REVWDFOH� LV� KLV� XQGLVFLSOLQHG�
VHOI�WKDW�PRVW�RIWHQ�RQO\�HGXFDWLRQ�FDQ�FKDQJH��2QH�RI�WKH�JUHDW�FULPHV�RI�
RSSUHVVLRQ�LV�WKDW�LW�VXVSHQGV�\RXU�DELOLW\�WR�GUHDP��(GXFDWLRQ�LV�D�GRRU�DQG�
ZH�PXVW�¿�QG�LW�ZLWKLQ�RXUVHOYHV�WR�LQYHVW�LQ�RXU�IXWXUHV��GHYHORS�FRQ¿�GHQFH�
LQ�RXU�DELOLWLHV��DQG�XQGHUVWDQG�RXU�VHOI�ZRUWK�
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