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³$W� OHDVW� ,¶OO�JHW�D� IUHH�HGXFDWLRQ�ZKHQ� ,�JR� WR�SULVRQ´�� ,� WKRXJKW�� ,�ZDV�
VR� YHU\� ZURQJ�� 2Q� P\� RZQ� GLPH� DQG� LQ� WKUHH� GL൵�HUHQW� SULVRQV� DQG�
SHQLWHQWLDULHV�±�\RXWK��DGXOW�SURYLQFLDO��DQG�DGXOW�IHGHUDO�±�LW�WRRN�PH�IRXU�
\HDUV�WR�FRPSOHWH����SHUFHQW�RI�WKH�FUHGLWV�UHTXLUHG�IRU�RQH�DFDGHPLF�\HDU�
RI�XQLYHUVLW\�HGXFDWLRQ�LQ�&DQDGD��$W�WKDW�UDWH��,�ZRXOG�QHHG�WZHQW\�\HDUV�
WR�FRPSOHWH�D�IRXU�\HDU�%DFKHORU�RI�$UWV�

,�UHFHLYHG�D�WHQ�\HDU�\RXWK�VHQWHQFH��:KLOH�,�ZLOO�UHIUDLQ�IURP�SURYLGLQJ�
GHWDLOV�XQUHODWHG�WR�WKH�WRSLF�RI�HGXFDWLRQ��,�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�VD\�WKDW�LI�,�FRXOG�
WXUQ�EDFN�WLPH�DQG�QRW�FRPPLW�P\�FULPH��,�ZRXOG��%HFDXVH�,�FDQQRW�GR�WKDW��
,�IRFXV�RQ�P\�SUHVHQW�VR�WKDW�,�FDQ�FUHDWH�D�SRVLWLYH�IXWXUH�IRU�P\VHOI�DQG�P\�
ORYHG�RQHV��'HVSLWH�RXU�FULPHV��DOO�SULVRQHUV�GHVHUYH�DQ�HGXFDWLRQ�

*LYHQ� WKDW� P\� IRUHVHHDEOH� IXWXUH� ZRXOG� EH� VSHQW� EHKLQG� EDUV� DIWHU�
UHFHLYLQJ� D� WHQ�\HDU� \RXWK� VHQWHQFH�� ,� VHW� P\� VLJKWV� RQ� REWDLQLQJ� DQ�
HGXFDWLRQ�VR�WKDW�,�FRXOG�KDYH�D�IXWXUH�XSRQ�P\�UHOHDVH��$�XQLYHUVLW\�GHJUHH�
ZRXOG�DVVLVW�PH�ZLWK�VXSSRUWLQJ�P\�\RXQJHU�EURWKHU�±�VL[�\HDUV�ROG�DW�WKH�
WLPH�RI�P\�DUUHVW�±�ZKHQ�ZH�FRXOG�KDYH�FRQWDFW�DJDLQ��0\�EURWKHU��QRZ�
QLQHWHHQ�� OLYHV� ZLWK� PH� DQG� ,� DP� RQH� \HDU� DZD\� IURP� JUDGXDWLQJ� IURP�
ODZ� VFKRRO�� %\� GHGLFDWLQJ� P\� FDUHHU� WR� VRFLDO� MXVWLFH�� ODZ� DQG� ¿�JKWLQJ�
IRU�PDUJLQDOL]HG�SHRSOHV¶�ULJKWV��,�DP�JRLQJ�WR�WDNH�WKLV�V\VWHP�down��,Q�
WKLV�FULWLFDO�UHÀ�HFWLRQ��,�GHVFULEH�P\�HGXFDWLRQDO�H[SHULHQFHV�DFURVV�WKUHH�
GL൵�HUHQW� OHYHOV� RI� LQFDUFHUDWLRQ� LQ� &DQDGD� ±� MXYHQLOH� GHWHQWLRQ�� DGXOW�
SURYLQFLDO��DQG�DGXOW�IHGHUDO�
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7KH� HDVLHVW� W\SH� RI� JRYHUQPHQW�DSSURYHG� HGXFDWLRQ� ,� FRPSOHWHG� ZKLOH�
LQFDUFHUDWHG�ZDV�KLJK�VFKRRO��,�ZDV�LQ�D�MXYHQLOH�GHWHQWLRQ�FHQWUH�WKDW�KHOG�
DQ\ZKHUH�EHWZHHQ����WR�����\RXWK�SULVRQHUV�DQG�WKH\�KDG�D�VFKRRO�EXLOW�LQWR�
WKH�SULVRQ��:LWKLQ�WKH�VFKRRO�FRPSOH[��WKHUH�ZDV�D�J\P��D�ZHLJKW�URRP��D�
FDIHWHULD�ZKHUH�ZH�FRXOG�DOVR�FRRN��D�OLEUDU\��VHYHUDO�FODVVURRPV�DQG�R൶��FHV�
IRU�WKH�VFKRRO�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ��&ODVVHV�ZHUH�FR�HG�DQG�W\SLFDOO\�KDG�IHZHU�
WKDQ�¿�YH�SULVRQHU�VWXGHQWV��ER\V�DQG�JLUOV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�DJHV�RI����WR�����:H�
KDG�VXSHUYLVHG�,QWHUQHW�DQG�FRPSXWHU�DFFHVV�GXULQJ�UHJXODU�VFKRRO�KRXUV�
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7KH� EHVW� URRP� LQ� WKH� VFKRRO�ZDV� WKH� FDIHWHULD��ZKLFK� LV�ZKHUH� ,�PHW�
/\Q��P\�3ULPH�7HDFKHU��ZKR�ZDV� DOVR� WKH� QXWULWLRQ� DQG� VHZLQJ� WHDFKHU��
/\Q�ORRNHG�OLNH�WKH�JUDQGPRWKHU�\RX�ZLVK�\RX�KDG��WR�ZKRP�\RX�FRXOG�WHOO�
DQ\WKLQJ��anything��DQG�LW�ZRXOG�QRW�VXUSULVH�KHU��/\Q�KDG�VHHQ�LW�DOO�DQG�
ZRUNHG�ZLWK�DOO�W\SHV�RI�GL൶��FXOW�FKLOGUHQ��6KH�WUHDWHG�HDFK�VWXGHQW�WKH�ZD\�
WKH\�WUHDWHG�KHU��UDWKHU�WKDQ�D�SUHMXGJPHQW�EDVHG�RQ�WKHLU�FULPH��7KLV�PDGH�
KHU�FODVVURRP�WKH�RQO\�RQH�WKDW�IHOW�QRUPDO�LQ�

,� FRPSOHWHG� KLJK� VFKRRO� ZKLOH� LQ� MXYLH� �MXYHQLOH� GHWHQWLRQ�� DQG�
YROXQWHHUHG�DV�D�WHDFKHU¶V�DVVLVWDQW��7$��LQ�WKH�FDIHWHULD�DQG�VHZLQJ�URRP��
,�RIWHQ�FRRNHG�ZLWK� WHHQDJHUV�ZKR�KDG� VHYHUH�PHQWDO� LPSDLUPHQWV��ZKLFK�
ZDV�H[WUHPHO\�UHZDUGLQJ�DQG�VLPXOWDQHRXVO\�KHDUW�FUXVKLQJ��2QH�ER\��$DURQ��
ZDV�DQ�HLJKWHHQ�\HDU�ROG�ZLWK�WKH�PHQWDO�DJH�RI�D�¿�YH�\HDU�ROG��+H�FRXOG�GR�
DQ\WKLQJ��HYHQ�EDNH�UDLQERZV�LQWR�KLV�FRRNLHV��LI�KH�ZRUNHG�ZLWK�PH��RQO\�
WR�EH�UHVWUDLQHG�DQG�WKURZQ�LQWR�VHJUHJDWLRQ�D�IHZ�KRXUV�ODWHU�IRU�DFWLQJ�OLNH�
D�¿�YH�\HDU�ROG�WKDW�KDG�D�WDQWUXP�EHFDXVH�KH�GLG�QRW�ZDQW�WR�JR�WR�KLV�URRP�

$V�WKH�RQO\�JUDGXDWLQJ�VWXGHQW��WKHUH�ZDV�QR�JUDGXDWLRQ�FHUHPRQ\�ZLWK�
WKH�FDS�DQG�JRZQ�IRU�PH��,�UHFHLYHG�D�URXQG�RI�DSSODXVH�DW� WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�
\HDU�HGXFDWLRQ�DVVHPEO\��ZKLFK�ZDV�IDU�IURP�WKH�SURP�DQG�³EHVW�\HDUV�RI�RXU�
OLYHV´�VSHHFK�DQG�FHUHPRQ\�,�DQWLFLSDWHG�DV�D�OLWWOH�JLUO��2Q�D�SRVLWLYH�QRWH��,�
UHFHLYHG�D��������VFKRODUVKLS�IRU�DFDGHPLF�PHULW�DQG�IRU�ZULWLQJ�D�FRPSHOOLQJ�
HVVD\��,�GLG�QRW�NQRZ�LW�DW�WKH�WLPH��EXW�WKDW�ZRXOG�EH�WKH�RQO\�H[WHUQDO�IXQGLQJ�
,�ZRXOG�UHFHLYH�IRU�P\�HGXFDWLRQ�GXULQJ�P\�HQWLUH�LPSULVRQPHQW�

,� ZDV� WKH� ¿�UVW� WR� EHJLQ� XQLYHUVLW\� LQ� WKH� \RXWK� SULVRQ�� ,� VWDUWHG� D�
GRXEOH�PDMRU�%DFKHORU�RI�$UWV�GHJUHH� LQ�)UHQFK�6WXGLHV�DQG�3V\FKRORJ\�
IURP� $WKDEDVFD� 8QLYHUVLW\�� ZKLOH� YROXQWHHULQJ� DV� D� 7$�� (DFK� FRXUVH�
ZDV�DSSUR[LPDWHO\������DQG�,�ZRXOG�KDYH� WR� WDNH� WHQ�FRXUVHV�D�\HDU�IRU�
IRXU�\HDUV�WR�HDUQ�WKH�GHJUHH��,�KDG�D�FRXSOH�RI�WKRXVDQG�LQ�VDYLQJV�IURP�
D�VXPPHU� MRE� WKDW� ,�ZDV�JRLQJ� WR�XVH� WR�EHJLQ�P\�FRXUVHV�� ,�EHJDQ�ZLWK�
VWDWLVWLFV�� ,� ZDV� SHUPLWWHG� VXSHUYLVHG� ,QWHUQHW� DFFHVV� WR� FRPSOHWH� P\�
FRXUVHZRUN�GXULQJ�FODVV�KRXUV��DQG�WR�LQWHUDFW�ZLWK�WKH�RWKHU�KLJK�VFKRRO�
VWXGHQWV�LQ�D�VRFLDOL]LQJ�DQG�PHQWRULQJ�FDSDFLW\��7R�HYHU\RQH¶V�GLVPD\�DQG�
DIWHU�H[KDXVWLQJ�DOO�DSSHDOV�,�NQHZ�RI�DW�WKH�WLPH��,�ZDV�WUDQVIHUUHG�WR�9DQLHU�
&HQWUH�IRU�:RPHQ��DGXOW�SURYLQFLDO�IDFLOLW\��DIWHU�RQH�PRQWK�LQWR�P\�¿�UVW�
$WKDEDVFD�FRXUVH��EHFDXVH�,�KDG�WXUQHG�WZHQW\��,�ZDV�DVVXUHG�WKDW�EHFDXVH�,�
DJHG�RXW�RI�WKH�\RXWK�V\VWHP�DQG�P\�VHQWHQFH�ZDV�QRW�FRQYHUWHG�WR�DQ�DGXOW�
VHQWHQFH��P\�DFFHVV�WR�HGXFDWLRQ�ZRXOG�EH�WKH�VDPH�RU�greater�LQ�WKH�DGXOW�
SURYLQFLDO�V\VWHP�WKDQ�LW�ZDV�ZKLOH�LQ�MXYLH�
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0\�¿�QDO�DVVHVVPHQW�LV�WKDW�,�could�FRPSOHWH�D�XQLYHUVLW\�GHJUHH�LQ�WKH�
\RXWK� V\VWHP�� SURYLGHG� WKDW� ,� KDG� WKH�PRQH\� QHFHVVDU\� WR� SD\� IRU� HDFK�
FRXUVH� LQGLYLGXDOO\�� +RZHYHU�� EHLQJ� PRWLYDWHG� WR� VWD\� RQ� WUDFN� EHFDPH�
LQFUHDVLQJO\�GL൶��FXOW�RYHU�WLPH�EHFDXVH�,�ZDV�QRW�ERXQG�E\�WKH�KLJK�VFKRRO�
GHDGOLQHV� DQG� ZDV� SURQH� WR� GHSUHVVLRQ� ±� QRW� WR� PHQWLRQ� WKH� VWUXFWXUDO�
GL൶��FXOWLHV�,�H[SHULHQFHG�ZKHQ�WU\LQJ�WR�WDNH�XQLYHUVLW\�FRXUVHV�
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9DQLHU�&HQWUH�IRU�:RPHQ�R൵�HUHG�D�YHU\�GL൵�HUHQW�HGXFDWLRQDO�H[SHULHQFH��
/LNH�P\�H[SHULHQFH�LQ�WKH�\RXWK�V\VWHP��,�ZDV�DOVR�WKH�¿�UVW�ZRPDQ�WR�ZRUN�RQ�
D�XQLYHUVLW\�FRXUVH�ZKLOH�LQ�9DQLHU��,�ZDV�QRW�SHUPLWWHG�DFFHVV�WR�D�FRPSXWHU�
DQG�WKHUH�ZDV�PRVW�FHUWDLQO\�QR�DFFHVV�WR�WKH�,QWHUQHW��,�ZDV�SURYLGHG�ZLWK�
D�WLQ\�SHQFLO��DERXW�WKH�OHQJWK�RI�D�WKXPE���D�VL[�LQFK�À�RSS\�UXOHU��DQG�D�
VFLHQWL¿�F�FDOFXODWRU�RQO\�DIWHU�,�DSSHDOHG�WR�WKH�2PEXGSHUVRQ¶V�R൶��FH�DQG�
WKH�2൶��FH�RI�WKH�$GYRFDWH�IRU�&KLOGUHQ�DQG�<RXWK��ZKR�LQWHUYHQHG�RQ�P\�
EHKDOI��,�ZRXOG�VKDUSHQ�P\�WLQ\�SHQFLO�RQ�WKH�FHPHQW�LQ�WKH�FHOOV�EHFDXVH�D�
UHDO�SHQFLO�VKDUSHQHU�ZDV�FRQVLGHUHG�D�FRQWUDEDQG�ZHDSRQ�

7KH�FHOO�VHDUFKHV�ZHUH�WKH�PRVW�GLVFRXUDJLQJ�DQG�KDSSHQHG�WZR�WR�WKUHH�
WLPHV�SHU�ZHHN��,�ZDV�GRXEOH�EXQNHG�LQ�D�FHOO�GHVLJQHG�IRU�RQH�DQG�KDG�P\�
PDWWUHVV�RQ�WKH�À�RRU��EHVLGH�WKH�WRLOHW��0\�FHOOPDWH��0D\��ZDV�GHDI��DQG�,�
XVHG�WR�SUHWHQG�QRW�WR�KHDU�KHU�ORXG�IDUWV��ZKLFK�KHOSHG�KHU�UHOD[�D�OLWWOH�ELW�
ZKHQ�ZH�ZHUH�VWXFN�LQ�RXU�FHOO�IRU�GD\V�RQ�HQG�XQGHU�ORFNGRZQ��,�IRXQG�
LW�KDUG�HQRXJK�WR�EH�LQ�9DQLHU�with�P\�KHDULQJ�DQG�FDQQRW�HYHQ�EHJLQ�WR�
LPDJLQH�WKH�GL൶��FXOWLHV�0D\�H[SHULHQFHG�LQ�WKLV�IRUJRWWHQ�KHOOKROH�

&RXUVH�PDWHULDO� ZDV� VLPSO\� D� VWDFN� RI� ORRVH� SDSHU� EHFDXVH� WKDW�ZDV�
WKH�RQO\�IRUP�RI�HGXFDWLRQ�PDWHULDO�DOORZHG�±�,�ZDV�QRW�SHUPLWWHG�VWDSOHV��
ELQGHUV�� GXR�WDQJV� RU� IROGHUV�� DXGLR� WDSHV�� YLGHRV�� &'V�� RU� '9'V��<HW��
SULVRQ�JXDUGV�IHOW�WKH�QHHG�WR�UHSHDWHGO\�WKURZ�P\�FRXUVH�PDWHULDO�DFURVV�
WKH�FHOO��ZKLFK�KDG�WKH�VDPH�H൵�HFW�DV�VKDNLQJ�RXW�D�ERRN�ZLWK�QR�VSLQH�VR�
WKH�SDJHV�ZRXOG�À�\�DURXQG�LQ�D�EHDXWLIXO�PHVV�

$WKDEDVFD� FRXUVHV� LQFOXGH� UHPRWH� DFFHVV� WR� WXWRUV� DQG� SURIHVVRUV��
+RZHYHU��,�FRXOG�QRW�WDNH�DGYDQWDJH�RI�WKHVH�EHFDXVH�WKH�WXWRUV�GR�QRW�DFFHSW�
FROOHFW�FDOOV��,�ZDV�FRPSOHWHO\�RQ�P\�RZQ�LQ�WHUPV�RI�OHDUQLQJ�WKH�PDWHULDO�
DQG�FRXOG�QRW� WXUQ� WR�DQ\RQH�IRU�KHOS�EHFDXVH�PRVW�RI� WKH�ZRPHQ�,�PHW�
LQ�9DQLHU�QHYHU�FRPSOHWHG�KLJK�VFKRRO��,�GLG�QRW�VHH�SULVRQHUV�FRPSOHWLQJ�
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WKHLU�KLJK�VFKRRO�HGXFDWLRQ��RU�DQ\�HGXFDWLRQ��ZKLOH�DW�9DQLHU��QRU�ZHUH�WKH\�
SURYLGHG�ZLWK�DQ\�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�WR�GR�VR�

7KHUH�ZHUH�QXPHURXV�SULVRQ�SUDFWLFHV�WKDW�ZHUH�RXW�RI�P\�FRQWURO�WKDW�
FUHDWHG�GHOD\V�LQ�P\�HGXFDWLRQDO�SURJUHVV��WKHVH�GHOD\V�ZHUH�VR�H[FHVVLYH�
WKDW�P\�FRXUVH�H[SLUHG�EHIRUH�,�FRXOG�FRPSOHWH�LW��7KHVH�GHOD\V�ZHUH�SXUHO\�
WKH� IDXOW�RI� WKH�SULVRQ�DQG� WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�PLQLVWULHV� UHVSRQVLEOH� IRU�P\�
WUDQVIHU�� )RU� H[DPSOH�� ,� KDG� WR� VXEPLW�P\� DVVLJQPHQWV� XVLQJ� VQDLO�PDLO��
EHFDXVH�,�ZDV�QRW�SHUPLWWHG�WR�VFDQ�DQG�H�PDLO�WKHP��0\�DGGUHVV�FKDQJH�
ZDV�QRW�FRPPXQLFDWHG�ZLWK�$WKDEDVFD�GHVSLWH�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�,�ZDV�LQIRUPHG�
WKDW� LW�ZDV��ZKLFK� FDXVHG�P\�HYDOXDWHG�ZRUN� WR�EH�PDLOHG� WR� WKH�ZURQJ�
SULVRQ��0DLOLQJ�ODUJHU�GRFXPHQWV�RXW�RI�WKH�SULVRQ�DQG�UHFHLYLQJ�HYDOXDWHG�
DVVLJQPHQWV�LQ�UHWXUQ�ZDV�DQ�DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�KDVVOH��DGGLQJ�PRQWKV�WR�ZKDW�
VKRXOG�KDYH�UHTXLUHG�GD\V��,�ZDV�OLYLG�HQRXJK�WKDW�,�VXFFHVVIXOO\�FRQYLQFHG�
WKH�0LQLVWU\�RI�&KLOGUHQ�DQG�<RXWK�6HUYLFHV�WR�SD\�IRU�WZR�H[WHQVLRQV�VR�
WKDW� ,� FRXOG� FRPSOHWH�P\� H[DP��0\� SUREDWLRQ� R൶��FHU� DVVXUHG�PH� WKDW� ,�
ZRXOG�EH�DEOH�WR�FRQWLQXH�P\�FRXUVHV�LQ�D�VLPLODU�FDSDFLW\�DV�LQ�WKH�\RXWK�
SULVRQ��7KLV�ZDV�D�EODWDQW�OLH�DQG�FRPSOHWHO\�DW�RGGV�ZLWK�ZKDW�WKH�\RXWK�
V\VWHP� RXJKW� WR� VWDQG� IRU��0\� SUREDWLRQ� R൶��FHU� NQHZ� WR� H[SHFW� DQRWKHU�
FDOO� IURP� WKH�2PEXGSHUVRQ¶V�R൶��FH� LI� WKLV�ZDV�QRW� UHVROYHG�TXLFNO\��DQG�
WKHUHIRUH�SURFHVVHG�IXQGLQJ�IRU�WKH�H[WHQVLRQV��$Q�DGXOW�KDG�WR�VXSHUYLVH�
P\�H[DP��EXW�IRU�VRPH�EL]DUUH�UHDVRQ��QR�RQH�FRXOG�EH�DSSURYHG�WR�GR�VR��
(YHQWXDOO\��D�&KLOG�DQG�<RXWK�:RUNHU��\RXWK�SULVRQ�JXDUG��FDPH�IURP�WKH�
MXYHQLOH�GHWHQWLRQ�FHQWUH�WR�YLVLW�ZLWK�PH�VR�WKDW�,�FRXOG�ZULWH�WKH�H[DP�

1HDU�WKH�HQG�RI�IRXU�JUXHOLQJ�DQG�XQQHFHVVDU\�PRQWKV�LQ�9DQLHU��,�ZDV�
GRXEOH�EXQNHG�ZLWK�D�YLROHQW�DQG�KRUUHQGRXVO\�JDVV\����\HDU�ROG�ZRPDQ�
QDPHG�+HDWKHU��+HDWKHU�VWUXJJOHG�ZLWK�OLIHORQJ�PHQWDO�LOOQHVV��DQG�ZKLOH�VKH�
ZDV�H[WUHPHO\�FDULQJ��VKH�ZDV�DOVR�HDVLO\�DQJHUHG�DQG�XQSUHGLFWDEOH��$JDLQ��
,� VOHSW�RQ� WKH�PDWWUHVV�RQ� WKH�À�RRU�E\� WKH� WRLOHW��ZKLFK�ZDV�VLJQL¿�FDQWO\�
ZRUVH�LQ�WKLV�FHOO��6RPHWLPHV�WKH�JXDUGV�ZRXOG�RSHQ�RXU�GRRU�KDWFK�RXW�RI�
SLW\�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�VPHOO��LW�LV�QRUPDOO\�XVHG�IRU�PHDO�WUD\V�DQG�WR�KDQGFX൵��
SULVRQHUV�EHIRUH�WKH�FHOO�GRRU�LV�RSHQHG�

0\�¿�QDO�DVVHVVPHQW� LV� WKDW�,�could not�FRPSOHWH�D�GHJUHH�LQ�9DQLHU��,�
VWUXJJOHG� DQG� IRXJKW� WKH� SULVRQ� DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ� IRU� IRXU�PRQWKV� WR� ¿�QLVK�
RQH�FRXUVH�WKDW�GLG�QRW�UHTXLUH�PH�WR�FRQGXFW�H[WHUQDO�UHVHDUFK��7KH�ODFN�
RI� DFFHVV� WR� UHVHDUFK� WRROV� DQG� WXWRUV�� FRPELQHG� ZLWK� WKH� IUHTXHQW� DQG�
GHVWUXFWLYH� FHOO� VHDUFKHV� LV� HQRXJK� WR� WXUQ�PRVW� VWXGHQWV� R൵�� RI� OHDUQLQJ��
HYHQ� LI� WKH\�GLG�PDJLFDOO\� DFTXLUH� WKH�PRQH\� WR� IXQG� WKHLU� FRXUVHV��<HW��
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ZH�DUH�WROG�WKDW�LPSURYLQJ�RXUVHOYHV�WKURXJK�HGXFDWLRQ�LV�RQH�RI�RXU�EHVW�
FKDQFHV�RI�VXFFHVVIXOO\�UHLQWHJUDWLQJ�SRVW�LQFDUFHUDWLRQ�
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,�ZDV�WUDQVIHUUHG�WR�*UDQG�9DOOH\�,QVWLWXWLRQ�IRU�:RPHQ��*9,��WZR�ZHHNV�
DIWHU�WKH�$VKOH\�6PLWK�PXUGHU��EHFDXVH�,�VWLOO�KDG�VHYHUDO�\HDUV�OHIW�RI�P\�
VHQWHQFH��$GPLQLVWUDWLYHO\��WKH�SHUVRQ�ZKR�DXWKRUL]HG�P\�LQLWLDO�WUDQVIHU�WR�
WKH�DGXOW�V\VWHP�FRXOG�RQO\�DXWKRUL]H�D�WUDQVIHU�WR�WKH�SURYLQFLDO�V\VWHP��
7KH�RQXV�ZDV�RQ�PH��D�\RXWK��WR�UHTXHVW�D�KHDULQJ�LQ�IURQW�RI�D�MXGJH�IRU�D�
WUDQVIHU�WR�WKH�IHGHUDO�V\VWHP��ZKHUH�FRQGLWLRQV�DUH�H[SHFWHG�WR�EH�EHWWHU��
7KH�Youth Criminal Justice Act��������KDG�UHFHQWO\�EHHQ�RYHUKDXOHG�DQG�,�
ZDV�OLNH�D�OLYH�DFWLRQ�NLQN�WKH\�ZHUH�WU\LQJ�WR�ZRUN�RXW�

8SRQ�DUULYDO�DW�*9,��,�ZDV�LOOHJDOO\�SODFHG�LQ�PD[LPXP�VHFXULW\�IRU�¿�YH�
PRQWKV��ZKLFK�UHVXOWHG�LQ�D�VPDOO�QRZ�VHWWOHG�ODZVXLW��EXW�ZKLFK�DOVR�KHOG�
EDFN�P\�HGXFDWLRQDO�SURJUHVV��,�KDG�QR�DFFHVV�WR�D�FRPSXWHU�RU�,QWHUQHW��EXW�
FRXOG�XVH�SHQV��DORQJ�ZLWK�RWKHU�FRPPRQ�ZULWLQJ�DQG�OHDUQLQJ�WRROV��,�VSHQW�
PRUH�WLPH��KRZHYHU��FKDOOHQJLQJ�P\�VHFXULW\�FODVVL¿�FDWLRQ�DQG�FRQGLWLRQV�
RI�FRQ¿�QHPHQW�WKDQ�ZRUNLQJ�RQ�P\�FRXUVH��,�IHOW�YHU\�DORQH�LQ�*9,��EHFDPH�
DQDHPLF�IURP�WKH�ODFN�RI�DGHTXDWHO\�QXWULWLRXV�IRRG��DQG�OHW�P\VHOI�ZDOORZ�
DQG�ORVH�IRFXV�GXULQJ�WKRVH�¿�UVW�PRQWKV�

/LNH� DOO� IHGHUDO� SULVRQV� LQ� &DQDGD�� *9,� LV� RQO\� UHTXLUHG� WR� SURYLGH�
SULVRQHUV�ZLWK� XS� WR� D� JUDGH� ��� OHYHO� RI� HGXFDWLRQ�� 3ULVRQHUV�ZKR� KDYH�
QRW� JUDGXDWHG� IURP� KLJK� VFKRRO� DUH� HQUROOHG� LQ� VFKRRO� DV� WKHLU� SULVRQ�
HPSOR\PHQW��WKRXJK�WKH�DFWXDO�VFKRRO�ZDV�WRR�VPDOO�DQG�EDUH�WR�UHVHPEOH�
DQ\WKLQJ�RI�WKH�VRUW��3RVW�VHFRQGDU\�HGXFDWLRQ��RQ�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��LV�QRW�D�
FRPSRQHQW�RI�SULVRQ�PDQGDWHG�SURJUDPPLQJ�DQG�LV�WKXV�QRW�DSSURYHG�DV�D�
SULVRQ�MRE��,�ZDV�H[SHFWHG�WR�ZRUN�GXULQJ�EXVLQHVV�KRXUV�DQG�VWXG\�RQ�P\�
RZQ�WLPH��0\�GD\WLPH�SULVRQ�MRE�ZDV�EHLQJ�WKH�MDQLWRU�LQ�WKH�PD[LPXP�
VHFXULW\�ZLQJ�DQG�WKHQ�,�VSHQW�P\�HYHQLQJV�GRLQJ�FRXUVHZRUN�

:KHQ�,�ZDV�¿�QDOO\�UHOHDVHG�IURP�PD[LPXP�VHFXULW\�DQG�KRXVHG�LQ�WKH�
JHQHUDO�SRSXODWLRQ��,�ZDV�KLUHG�WR�ZRUN�DV�D�WXWRU�DW�WKH�HOHPHQWDU\�VFKRRO�
OHYHO��7KLV�LV�ZKHUH�,�PHW�+HDWKHU�DJDLQ��6KH�ZDV�HQUROOHG�DV�D�VWXGHQW�LQ�WKH�
HOHPHQWDU\�FODVV��EHFDXVH�KHU�PHQWDO� LOOQHVV�SUHYHQWHG�KHU�IURP�VWXG\LQJ�
DW�D�KLJKHU� OHYHO�� ,W�ZDV�P\� MRE� WR� WHDFK�+HDWKHU� IUDFWLRQV��+HDWKHU� WULHG�
DQG�WULHG��EXW�FRXOG�QRW�XQGHUVWDQG�KRZ�WR�GR�IUDFWLRQV�RU�ZK\�VKH�ZRXOG�
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HYHU�QHHG�WKHP��,QVWHDG�RI�UHDFWLQJ�LQ�DQJHU��DV�ZDV�FRPPRQ�ZLWK�+HDWKHU��
VKH� VDW� VWLOO� DQG� FULHG� VLOHQWO\��$IWHU� VHHLQJ� WKLV�ZRPDQ�EHKDYH�YLROHQWO\�
WRZDUGV�RWKHU�SULVRQHUV��,�ZDV�UHGXFHG�WR�WHDUV�DQG�HQGHG�XS�TXLWWLQJ�WKDW�
MRE�EHFDXVH�+HDWKHU�ZDV�VR�EURNHQ�E\�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�VKH�FRXOG�QRW�XQGHUVWDQG�
IUDFWLRQV��,��RQ�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��ZDV�EURNHQ�E\�WKH�NQRZOHGJH�WKDW�+HDWKHU�
ZDV�HWHUQDOO\�GRRPHG�WR�KDYH�KHU�³SULVRQ�MRE´�DV�D�VWXGHQW�LQ�DQ�HOHPHQWDU\�
FODVV�IURP�ZKLFK�VKH�ZRXOG�DQG�FRXOG�QHYHU�JUDGXDWH�

3ULVRQ�MREV�DUH�PRGHUQ�VODYH�ODERXU�DQG�³ZDJHV´�KDYH�QRW�EHHQ�XSGDWHG�
VLQFH�WKH�����¶V��VR�WKH\�DUH�QHJOLJHQWO\�DQG�FULPLQDOO\�RXW�RI�GDWH��$W�P\�
KLJKHVW��,�HDUQHG�������SHU�ZHHNGD\�RI�ZRUN��PLQXV�VHYHUDO�GHGXFWLRQ�IHHV��
VXFK�DV�����PRQWK�IRU�FDEOH��HYHQ�LI�WKHUH�LV�QR����LQFK�79�LQ�RQH¶V�FHOO��
:RPHQ�XVHG� WKHLU� HDUQLQJV� WR�SXUFKDVH� VWDPSV�DQG�HQYHORSHV� WR�FRQWDFW�
IDPLO\��IRRG�WR�VXSSOHPHQW�WKH�LQDGHTXDWH�DPRXQW�SURYLGHG��DQG�VDQLWDU\�
SDGV� DQG� WDPSRQV� WR� VXSSOHPHQW� WKH� OLPLWHG� DQG� LQVX൶��FLHQW� TXDQWLWLHV�
ZH�UHFHLYHG��$Q\WKLQJ�OHIW�RYHU�XVXDOO\�ZHQW�WR�SKRQH�FDOOV�ZLWK�FKLOGUHQ�
DQG�IDPLO\�DW�������PLQXWH�IRU�ORFDO�FDOOV��DQG�VLJQL¿�FDQWO\�PRUH�IRU�ORQJ�
GLVWDQFH�� :LWK� ¿�YH� UHJLRQDO� IHGHUDO� SULVRQV� IRU� ZRPHQ� LQ� &DQDGD�� WKH�
RYHUZKHOPLQJ�PDMRULW\� RI� SKRQH� FDOOV� DUH� ORQJ� GLVWDQFH�� ,� GLG� QRW� KDYH�
PRQH\�OHIW�RYHU�WR�HQUROO�LQ�XQLYHUVLW\�FRXUVHV�

7KH� WHDFKHU� LQ� FKDUJH�RI� WKH�KLJK� VFKRRO�GHSDUWPHQW�ZDV� DQ� DQJHO� LQ�
GLVJXLVH�ZKR�,�ZLOO�FDOO�³WKH�5RFN´��+H�H[SODLQHG�HDUO\�RQ�WKDW�KH�ZDV�RQO\�
PDQGDWHG�WR�ZRUN�ZLWK�WKH�KLJK�VFKRRO�VWXGHQWV�DQG�WR�IDFLOLWDWH�KLJK�VFKRRO�
FRXUVHV��,Q�VSLWH�RI�WKLV��KH�KHOSHG�PH�VLJQ�XS�IRU�XQLYHUVLW\�FRXUVHV�DQG�
OHW�PH�FDOO�WXWRUV�IURP�KLV�R൶��FH�DV�ORQJ�DV�,�ZDV�GLVFUHHW��7KH�5RFN�RQO\�
KHOSHG�PH�EHFDXVH�KH�ZDQWHG�WR��ULVNLQJ�EHLQJ�UHSULPDQGHG�LI�RWKHU�SULVRQ�
DXWKRULWLHV�FDXJKW�KLP�KHOSLQJ�PH�ZLWK�P\�XQLYHUVLW\�FRXUVHV�

,� FRPSOHWHG� D� IHZ� )UHQFK� DQG� 6SDQLVK� FRXUVHV�ZKLOH� LQ�*9,��ZKLFK�
SUHVHQWHG�WKHLU�RZQ�FKDOOHQJHV��,�FRXOG�DFFHVV�D�&'�SOD\HU��ZKLFK�HQDEOHG�
PH� WR� VSHDN�DORQJ�ZLWK� WKH� LQVWUXFWRU� WR� LPSURYH�P\�SURQXQFLDWLRQ��7KH�
6SDQLVK� FRXUVH� DOVR� UHTXLUHG� WKDW� ,� DFFHVV� PRUH� DQWLTXDWHG� WHFKQRORJ\��
VXFK�DV�D�9+6�SOD\HU�LQ�RUGHU�WR�IROORZ�D�VSHFLDOO\�GHVLJQHG�VRDS�RSHUD��
7KDQNIXOO\��WKH�SULVRQ�GLG�KDYH�D�WHOHYLVLRQ�9&5�WUROOH\��UHPLQLVFHQW�RI�P\�
FKLOGKRRG�HGXFDWLRQ��$IWHU�HQRXJK�FRPSODLQLQJ��,�ZDV�DEOH�WR�ERRN�WKH�79�
WR�XVH�GXULQJ�D�VSHFL¿�F�WLPH�LQ�RQH�RI�WKH�URRPV�WKDW�SULVRQHUV�FRXOG�XVH�IRU�
PHHWLQJV�ZLWK�D�YROXQWHHU��,W�ZDV�EDVLFDOO\�D�VPDOO�URRP�ZLWK�D�FRXFK�ZKHUH�
JXDUGV�FRXOG�ORRN�LQ��VR�LW�ZDV�QRW�FRQVLGHUHG�D�VHFXULW\�ULVN�WR�OHW�PH�ZDWFK�
D�IHZ�HSLVRGHV�RI�Destinos��,�OHDUQHG�PRUH�6SDQLVK�IURP�RXU�+RXVH�&RRN��
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.H\OD��ZKR�ZDV�VWRSSHG�DW�WKH�&DQDGLDQ�ERUGHU�ZLWK�GUXJV��,�OHDUQHG�YHU\�
TXLFNO\�WKDW��LI�DQRWKHU�ZRPDQ�LV�GULYLQJ�PH�FUD]\��Ella stressa mi cabeza!

0\�)UHQFK�DQG�6SDQLVK�H[DPV�KDG�DQ�RUDO�FRPSRQHQW��,�FRXOG�QRW�FDOO�
WKH�SURIHVVRUV�FROOHFW�WR�FRPSOHWH�WKH�H[DP�DQG�WKH�5RFN�FRXOG�QRW�VHW�DVLGH�
WKDW�PXFK�WLPH�RQ�KLV�R൶��FH�SKRQH��,�ZDV�JLYHQ�XVH�RI�WKH�WHOHSKRQH�PHDQW�
IRU�SULVRQHUV¶�¿�UVW����PLQXWH�SKRQH�FDOO�ZKHQ�WKH\�DUULYH�DW�*9,��$W�WKH�HQG�
RI�D�ORQJ�KDOOZD\��WKHUH�ZDV�D�VHW�RI�KHDY\�PHWDO�GRXEOH�GRRUV�WKDW�ORXGO\�
EX]]HG� RSHQ�ZLWK� DQ� DODUP� VRXQG� DQG� FODQJHG� VKXW� HYHU\� IHZ�PLQXWHV��
7KRVH�GRRUV�VHSDUDWHG�WKH�YLVLWLQJ�DUHD�IURP�WKH�JHQHUDO�SRSXODWLRQ�RI�WKH�
SULVRQ��:LWKLQ�DUP¶V�OHQJWK�RI�WKLV�GRRU�ZDV�D�VPDOO��EXOOHWSURRI�ZLQGRZ��
7KH�ZLQGRZ�KDG�D�KROH��WKURXJK�ZKLFK�WKH�JXDUGV�SDVVHG�WKH�SKRQH�UHFHLYHU�
DWWDFKHG�WR�D�IDLUO\�VKRUW��FXUO\�SKRQH�FRUG��,�KDG�D�FKDLU��DQG�EDODQFHG�P\�
)UHQFK�QRWHV�RQ�P\�NQHH�DV�,�VWUXJJOHG�WR�KHDU�WKH�SURIHVVRU�WKURXJK�WKH�
EX]]LQJ�DQG�VODPPLQJ�GRRUV��DQG�WKH�UHJXODU�DFWLYLW\�LQ�WKH�KDOOZD\��,�DP�
DPD]HG�WKDW�WKH�SURIHVVRU�FRXOG�KHDU�PH�DW�DOO��,W�ZDV�DZIXO�

2QH� WLPH�� DIWHU� DPSOH� FRPSODLQLQJ�� ,� VXFFHHGHG� LQ� XVLQJ� RQH� RI� WKH�
ERDUGURRPV� WKDW� DUH� QRUPDOO\� UHVHUYHG� IRU�PHHWLQJV�ZLWK� SDUROH� R൶��FHUV�
WR�ZULWH� D� 6SDQLVK� H[DP�� ,� KDG� D� WDEOH�� D� IDQF\� FKDLU� RQ�ZKHHOV� DQG� QR�
EDFNJURXQG�QRLVH��,W�ZDV�ZRQGHUIXO�

0\�¿�QDO�DVVHVVPHQW�RI�P\�H[SHULHQFH�LQ�*9,�ZDV�WKDW��theoretically��,�
FRXOG�FRPSOHWH�FHUWDLQ�FRXUVHV��EXW�D�IXOO�GHJUHH�ZRXOG�EH�XQOLNHO\��7KHUH�
LV�VLPSO\�QRW�HQRXJK�DFFHVV� WR�UHVHDUFK� WRROV��DQG�QRWKLQJ� LQ� WKH�ZD\�RI�
PRWLYDWLRQ�RU�¿�QDQFLDO� UHVRXUFHV�� ,W� LV�VLPSO\� WRR�KDUG� WR�NHHS�JRLQJ�IRU�
WKH� OHQJWK� RI� WLPH� LW� ZRXOG� UHTXLUH� WR� FRPSOHWH� D� GHJUHH�� ,� ZRXOG� KDYH�
UXQ�RXW�RI�PRQH\� IDLUO\�TXLFNO\�KDG� ,�QRW�HQFRXQWHUHG� WKH�REVWDFOHV� WKDW�
GHOD\HG�P\�HGXFDWLRQ�ZKLOH� LQ�SULVRQ�� WLPH�GHOD\V�GXH� WR�VQDLO�PDLO�DQG�
KDYLQJ�WR�ZRUN�D�GL൵�HUHQW�MRE�LQ�WKH�SULVRQ�GXULQJ�EXVLQHVV�KRXUV��WHOHSKRQH�
FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�GL൶��FXOWLHV��WKH�ODFN�RI�D�WXWRU�WR�DVVLVW�PH�ZLWK�VFKHGXOLQJ�
DQG�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�WKH�PDWHULDO��DQG�GHPRWLYDWLRQ�GXH�WR�P\�FRQ¿�QHPHQW�
DQG�WKH�VORZ�SURJUHVV�,�ZDV�PDNLQJ�LQ�VFKRRO��$Q\�VXFFHVVHV�WKDW�,�KDG�ZHUH�
DIWHU�EODWDQW�RSSRVLWLRQ�IURP��DQG�IXOO\�GHVSLWH��WKH�SULVRQ�V\VWHP�

,�ZLOO�HQG�ZLWK�D�ZDUP�DQG�KDSS\�PHPRU\�DERXW�HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�SULVRQ��
FRXUWHV\�RI�WKH�5RFN��%HFDXVH�PRUH�SULVRQHUV�JUDGXDWHG�IURP�KLJK�VFKRRO�
ZKLOH�LQ�*9,�WKDQ�WKH\�GLG�LQ�MXYLH��,�ZDV�DEOH�WR�DWWHQG�D�VPDOO�JUDGXDWLRQ�
FHUHPRQ\� LQ� WKH�*9,�J\PQDVLXP��)LYH�ZRPHQ�JUDGXDWHG��7KH\�KDG� WKH�
FDSV�� UREHV�� À�RZHUV� DQG� WKHLU� GLSORPDV��7KH\� HDFK�ZDONHG� XS�� FROOHFWHG�
WKHLU� GLSORPD�DQG�À�RZHUV�� KDG� D� VWDQGLQJ�RYDWLRQ�� DQG�KDG� D� JUDGXDWLRQ�
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SKRWR�WDNHQ��7KH�5RFN�NQHZ�,�GLG�QRW�KDYH�D�FHUHPRQ\�ZKLOH�LQ�MXYLH��VR�
DIWHU�WKH�R൶��FLDO�JUDGXDWLRQV��ZKHQ�HYHU\RQH�ZDV�PLQJOLQJ��WKH�5RFN�KDG�
PH�ERUURZ�D�ZRPDQ¶V�JRZQ�DQG�KDW��À�RZHUV��DQG�GLSORPD��KHU�QDPH�ZDV�
QRW�YLVLEOH��WR�SRVH�IRU�D�SKRWR��2QH�RI�WKH�JXDUGV�WKRXJKW�,�ZDV�VWHDOLQJ�
WKH�JRZQ�DQG�ZDV�FRPLQJ�RYHU� WR� WKURZ�PH�LQ� WKH�KROH�EHIRUH� WKH�5RFN�
H[SODLQHG�ZK\�WKLV�ZDV�D�JRRG�WKLQJ��1RW�RQO\�GLG�,�DYRLG�WKH�KROH�ZKLOH�
EUHDNLQJ�SULVRQ�UXOHV�LQ�DQ�XQRUWKRGR[�PDQQHU��,�¿�QDOO\�IHOW�OLNH�,�JUDGXDWHG�
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