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(VWDEOLVKHG�LQ�������Book Clubs for Inmates�LV�D�QDWLRQDO�OLWHUDF\�SURJUDP�
DLPHG� DW� LPSURYLQJ� WKH� VRFLDO� OLYHV� RI� SULVRQHUV� DFURVV� WKH� FRXQWU\��

7KLV�UHJLVWHUHG�FKDULW\�KDV�LWV�URRW�LQ�DQ�H[SHULPHQW�SHUIRUPHG�E\�LWV�QRZ�
H[HFXWLYH�GLUHFWRU��&DURO�)LQOD\��7KLV�H[SHULPHQW�SUREDEO\�ZRXOG�QRW�JR�E\�
WKH�QDPH�RI�QRYHOW\��QRU�WKDQNIXOO\�E\�SLW\��EXW�UDWKHU�E\�FLYLOLW\��EHFDXVH�
ZKLOH�WKHUH�ZDV�D�SUHFHGHQW�IRU�)LQOD\¶V�SURMHFW�LQ�WKH�IRUP�RI�D�ERRN�FOXE�DW�
D�IHGHUDO�LQVWLWXWLRQ�LQ�(GPRQWRQ��WKDW�VPDOO�DQG�XQGHUIXQGHG�SURMHFW�RQO\�
SURYLGHG�ZKDW� LV�HVVHQWLDOO\�FKLOGUHQ¶V� OLWHUDWXUH� WR� LWV�PHPEHUV��)LQOD\¶V�
FRQYLFWLRQV�WR�UHVSHFW�DQG�PRUDO�KRQHVW\�OHG�KHU�WR�D�FKDOOHQJH��DQG�IRU�KHU�
¿�UVW�WULDO��DW�&ROOLQV�%D\�,QVWLWXWLRQ�LQ�.LQJVWRQ��2QWDULR��VKH�DVVLJQHG�KHU�
VPDOO�JURXS�WR�UHDG�Angela’s Ashes �������E\�)UDQN�0F&RXUW��6LQFH�WKDW�
GD\�LQ�$XJXVW�RI�������Book Clubs for Inmates�KDV�JURZQ�WR�EH�FRPSRVHG�
RI� GR]HQV� RI� YROXQWHHUV�� HQJDJLQJ� ZLWK� WKH� OLYHV� RI� PDQ\� KXQGUHGV� RI�
SULVRQHUV�� GLVWULEXWLQJ� WKRXVDQGV� RI� ERRNV� WR� SHQLWHQWLDULHV� IURP� %ULWLVK�
&ROXPELD�WR�$WODQWLF�&DQDGD�

5HVSHFW� DQG�PRUDO� KRQHVW\� DUH� UDUHO\� WR� SHFXQLDU\� DGYDQWDJH�� DQG� VR�
RQH� RI� WKH� JUHDWHVW� KXUGOHV� WR� HVWDEOLVKLQJ� D� OLWHUDF\� SURJUDP� LQ� SULVRQV�
ZDV�WKH�PDWWHU�RI�IXQGLQJ��2UJDQL]DWLRQV�RI�NLQGUHG�SDVVLRQV��OLNH�WKH�-RKQ�
+RZDUG�6RFLHW\�DQG�WKH�3ULVRQ�)HOORZVKLS�RI�&DQDGD��ZHUH�LQ�VSLWH�RI�WKHLU�
R൵�HUV� WKHPVHOYHV� LQ�SUHFDULRXV�¿�QDQFLDO� VLWXDWLRQV��$IWHU� UHJLVWHULQJ�DV�D�
QRQ�SUR¿�W�RUJDQL]DWLRQ��BCFI ORRNHG�WR�SULYDWH�GRQRUV�DQG�IRXQG�UHOLHI�LQ�
D�KRVW�RI�FRQFHUQHG�PLQGV�H[WHQGLQJ�JHQHURXV�KDQGV��7KDW�WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�
LV�IXQGHG�HQWLUHO\�E\�SULYDWH�GRQRUV�VSHDNV�WR�QRW�RQO\�WKH�FODULW\�RI�)LQOD\¶V�
PHVVDJH�� ZKLFK� KDV� GUDZQ� VXFK� OXPLQDULHV� DV� WKH� 5W�� +RQ�� $GULHQQH�
&ODUNVRQ� DQG�%ULDQ�*UHHQVSDQ� WR� KHU� ERDUG� RI� GLUHFWRUV�� EXW� DOVR� WR� WKH�
GHHSO\�¿�[HG�DVVXPSWLRQ�RI�FLYLO�GLVFRXUVH�IRU�DOO�PHPEHUV�RI�D�GHPRFUDWLF�
VRFLHW\��ZKLFK�DVVXPSWLRQ�BCFI KDV�FRPSUHKHQGHG�DV�LWV�SULQFLSDO�PLVVLRQ�
IRU�WKRVH�PHPEHUV�RI�RXU�VRFLHW\�ZKR�KDYH�QRW�WUDGLWLRQDOO\�EHHQ�JUDQWHG�
WKLV�GLJQLW\�

%HFDXVH�RI�LWV�SDUWLFXODU�IRFXV�RQ�OLWHUDF\��BCFI�LV�EXW�RQH�UHVSRQVH�WR�
D�GLVWXUELQJ�GHVLGHUDWXP�LQ�ERWK�WKH�VSLULWXDO�DQG�VRFLDO�OLYHV�RI�SULVRQHUV��
DQG� WKH� H൶��FDF\� RI� WKH� FRUUHFWLRQDO� IDFLOLWLHV� WKDW� KRXVH� WKHP��/DVW� \HDU��
BCFI FRQGXFWHG�D�VXUYH\�RI�LWV�PHPEHUV�DQG�RI�WKRVH�ZKR�UHVSRQGHG������
UHSRUWHG�DQ�LPSURYHPHQW�LQ�WKHLU�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�VNLOOV������UHSRUWHG�WKDW�
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WKH\�IHOW�WKDW�WKH�ERRN�FOXEV�ZRXOG�KHOS�WKHP�IURP�UHR൵�HQGLQJ��DQG�����
UHSRUWHG�DQ� LPSURYHPHQW�RI� WKHLU�FRQÀ�LFW� UHVROXWLRQ�VNLOOV� �LQ�+HDWKFRWH��
������ S�� �����7KHVH� UHVXOWV� DUH� FRQVRQDQW�ZLWK� WKH� ¿�QGLQJV� RI� DFDGHPLF�
UHVHDUFK�WKDW�KDV�GH¿�QLWLYHO\�FRQFOXGHG�WKH�EHQH¿�WV�RI�OLWHUDF\�WR�SULVRQHUV¶�
KHDOWK� DQG� UHLQWHJUDWLRQ��$� UHSRUW� SXEOLVKHG� E\� WKH� &RUUHFWLRQDO� 6HUYLFH�
RI�&DQDGD�� FLWLQJ� D�ZHDOWK� RI� UHVHDUFK� WKDW� OLQNV� OLWHUDF\�ZLWK� LPSURYHG�
VRFLDO�EHKDYLRXU�DQG�PHQWDO�KHDOWK��VWDWHV��³7KH�FRVWV�RI�SURYLGLQJ�OLWHUDF\�
WUDLQLQJ�WR�DGXOW�R൵�HQGHUV�DUH�IDU�RXWZHLJKHG�E\�WKH�EHQH¿�WV�²�WR�SULVRQ�
PDQDJHPHQW��SULVRQHUV��DQG�VRFLHW\�LQ�JHQHUDO´��DQG�WKDW�³>L@W�LV�LQ�VRFLHW\¶V�
EHVW� LQWHUHVW� WR�PDNH� WKH�SULVRQ�SRSXODWLRQ�SURGXFWLYH��7R�GR�VR�UHTXLUHV�
PDNLQJ�R൵�HQGHUV�IXQFWLRQDOO\�OLWHUDWH´��5\DQ��������SS����������6XFK�H൵�RUWV�
DUH�UDUH�LQ�WKH�&DQDGLDQ�SHQLWHQWLDU\�V\VWHP�DQG�IRU�BCFI¶V�HQGHDYRXUV�LWV�
IRXQGHU�UHFHQWO\�UHFHLYHG�WKH�&6&¶V�SUHVWLJLRXV�&KDUOHV�7D\ORU�DZDUG�

/LWHUDWXUH�� DIWHU� DOO�� LV� QRW� MXVW� DQ� HVFDSH� IURP� OLIH� WKDW� LQGXFHV� RQH�
WR� TXL[RWLFDOO\� WLOW� KLV� RU� KHU� ODQFH� WRZDUG�ZLQGPLOOV�� EXW�� IROORZLQJ� WKH�
IDPRXV�+RUDWLDQ� DGDJH�� LW� GRHV� KDYH� WKH� SRZHU� WR� ERWK� ³LQVWUXFW� DQG� WR�
SOHDVH´��2Q� WKH� FRQWUDU\� WR� WKH� QRWLRQ�RI� HVFDSH� WKH� KXPDQLVW� SULQFLSOHV�
WKDW� GH¿�QH� XQLYHUVLW\� HGXFDWLRQ�� DQ� HGXFDWLRQ� WKDW� KDV� RWKHUZLVH� QHYHU�
EHHQ�D൵�RUGHG�WR�WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�SULVRQHUV�ZKR�SRSXODWH�RXU�SULVRQ�V\VWHP��
OLWHUDWXUH�LV�DFWXDOO\�D�ZD\�into H[DPLQLQJ�DQG�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�OLIH��5HDGLQJ�
¿�FWLRQ�GHYHORSV�QRW�RQO\�RXU�VHPDQWLF�YRFDEXODULHV��EXW�DOVR�RXU�WHUPV�IRU�
FRPSUHKHQGLQJ�DQG�HQJDJLQJ�ZLWK�D�PXOWLWXGH�RI�FKDUDFWHUV�DQG�VLWXDWLRQV��
DW� WKH� HQG� RI�ZKLFK� V\PSDWK\� DQG� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� DUH� QRW� JXDUDQWHHG� EXW�
FHUWDLQO\� PDGH� SRVVLEOH�� 3URVH� OLWHUDWXUH� DQDO\VLV� WKXV� HQWDLOV� SUREOHP�
VROYLQJ��DQG�ERWK�DUH�YLWDO�VNLOOV�RI�VXSUHPH�DGYDQWDJH�WR�DQ\�SULVRQHU�DQG�
WKXV�DOVR�WR�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�LQWR�ZKLFK�KH�RU�VKH�KRSHV�WR�EH�UHOHDVHG�
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