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The System Is Not Failing,
It is Working to Harm First Nations People
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VWROHQ�KHUVHOI��6KH�LV�DQ�LQFDUFHUDWLRQ�VXUYLYRU�DQG�DFWLYLVW�LQ�9LFWRULD�DQG�
1HZ�6RXWK�:DOHV��$XVWUDOLD��,Q�������9LFNLH�VXFFHVVIXOO\�EURXJKW�D�+LJK�
&RXUW�RI�$XVWUDOLD�FKDOOHQJH�WR�OHJLVODWLRQ�SURKLELWLQJ�SHRSOH�LQ�SULVRQ�IURP�
YRWLQJ�� 6KH� KDV� FRPSOHWHG� D�0DVWHUV� RI�:ULWLQJ� �6ZLQEXUQH�8QLYHUVLW\��
DQG�KDV�ZULWWHQ�DQG�VSRNHQ�SUROL¿�FDOO\�DERXW�WKH�KDUPV�RI�SULVRQ�DQG�WKH�
QHHG� WR�FKDQJH� WKH�V\VWHP��9LFNLH� LV�D� IRXQGLQJ�PHPEHU�RI� WKH�1DWLRQDO�
1HWZRUN� RI� ,QFDUFHUDWHG� DQG� )RUPHUO\� ,QFDUFHUDWHG� :RPHQ� DQG� *LUOV�
�$XVWUDOLD���DV�ZHOO�DV�D�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�VWHHULQJ�JURXS�RI�+RPHV�1RW�3ULVRQV�
WKDW�LV�¿�JKWLQJ�DJDLQVW�H[SDQVLRQ�RI�'DPH�3K\OOLV�)URVW�ZRPHQ¶V�SULVRQ�LQ�
9LFWRULD��$FURVV�DOO�KHU�FDPSDLJQLQJ��9LFNLH�LV�DQ�DUGHQW�DEROLWLRQLVW��6KH�
EHOLHYHV�WKH�V\VWHP�LV�GHVLJQHG�WR�EUHDN�XV�DQG�WKDW�WKH�RQO\�SDWK�IRUZDUG�
LV�WR�EUHDN�WKH�V\VWHP�

0<�6725<

,�JUHZ�XS�LQ�IRVWHU�FDUH�DQG�KRPHV�ZKHUH�WKHUH�ZDV�D�ORW�RI�$ERULJLQDO�NLGV��
,Q�WKH�HDUO\�����V��$W�WKH�WLPH�,�ZDV�LPSULVRQHG��WKHUH�ZHUH�RQO\�DERXW����
ZRPHQ�LQ�WKH�1HZ�6RXWK�:DOHV�0XODZD��QRZ�NQRZQ�DV�WKH�6LOYHUZDWHU�
&RUUHFWLRQDO�&HQWUH���$ERXW�KDOI�RI�WKRVH����ZRPHQ�ZHUH�$ERULJLQDO�DQG�
WKH�ZRUVW� WKLQJ�ZDV� WKDW� WKH\�ZHUH�VR� IDU�DZD\�IURP�WKHLU�FRXQWU\��7KH\�
ZHUH�WUHDWHG�EDGO\�E\�WKH�VFUHZV�DQG�WKH\�ZHUH�WUHDWHG�EDGO\�E\�WKH�SROLFH�

7KH�¿�UVW�WLPH�,�ZDV�LQ�FXVWRG\��,�ZDV�QRW�\HW����\HDUV�ROG��,�ZDV�ZLWK�
DQRWKHU�JLUO�DURXQG�P\�DJH��:H�SODQQHG�WR�PHHW�DIWHU�P\�UHOHDVH��EXW�ZKHQ�
,�JRW�RXW�,�ZDV�WROG�WKDW�VKH�KDG�EHHQ�NLOOHG�E\�WKH�SROLFH��7KH\�SLFNHG�KHU�
XS�DQG�WRRN�KHU�WR�WKH�FHOOV�ZKHUH�WKH\�JDYH�KHU�D�KLGLQJ��7KH\�EURNH�KHU�
QHFN�DQG�VKH�GLHG��7KDW�ZDV�D�UHDO�H\H�RSHQHU�IRU�PH�LQ�WHUPV�RI�WKH�WRWDO�
GLVUHJDUG� IRU� KHU� KXPDQLW\�� IRU� KHU� \RXWK� DQG� IRU�ZKR� VKH�ZDV��+HU� OLIH�
DSSHDUHG�WR�PHDQ�QRWKLQJ�WR�WKH�SROLFH��,W�LPSDFWHG�PH�DW�WKDW�\RXQJ�DJH��
0\�\RXQJ� IULHQG� WKDW� FRXOG� KDYH� EHHQ�PH�±� VKH� KDG� EHHQ� NLOOHG� E\� WKH�
SROLFH�ZLWK�DV�OLWWOH�UHJDUG�RQH�ZRXOG�KDYH�IRU�VWHSSLQJ�RQ�D�FRFNURDFK�

,�VDZ�PDQ\�LQMXVWLFHV�LQ�SULVRQV�VLQFH�WKHQ��LQFOXGLQJ�RXU�GHQLDO�RI�WKH�
ULJKW� WR�YRWH�LQ�HOHFWLRQV��7KLV� OHG�PH�WR�WDNH�P\�FDVH�WR�WKH�+LJK�&RXUW�
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RI�$XVWUDOLD�LQ�������,�FKDOOHQJHG�WKH�FRQVHUYDWLYH�+RZDUG�*RYHUQPHQW¶V�
EDQ�RQ�YRWLQJ�ULJKWV�IRU�SHRSOH�LQ�SULVRQ��7KH�+LJK�&RXUW�UXOHG�WKDW�SHRSOH�
VHUYLQJ� VKRUW� VHQWHQFHV� KDYH� D� FRQVWLWXWLRQDO� ULJKW� WR� YRWH� LQ� IHGHUDO�
HOHFWLRQV��7KLV�GLG�QRW�D൵�RUG�PH�D�YRWH��VDGO\��%XW�LW�GUHZ�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�WKH�
GLVFULPLQDWLRQ� DJDLQVW� SHRSOH� LQ� SULVRQV�� HVSHFLDOO\� )LUVW�1DWLRQV� SHRSOH�
EHFDXVH�ZH�DUH�RYHU�UHSUHVHQWHG�LQ�SULVRQ�DQG�WKHUHIRUH�PRUH�D൵�HFWHG�E\�
GLVHQIUDQFKLVHPHQW��:H�DUH�RIWHQ�GHQLHG� WKH� ULJKW�RI�GHPRFUDF\�EHFDXVH�
ZH�DUH�VHHQ�DV�XQGHVLUDEOH�HOHPHQWV�RI�VRFLHW\��<HW�PRVW�RI�XV�KDYH�GRQH�
RQO\�PLQRU�FULPHV�±�LW�LV�MXVW�XQIDLU�V\VWHP��,Q�SULVRQ��\RX�EHFRPH�H[FOXGHG�
IURP�VRFLHW\��,W�LV�DV�LI�\RX�DUH�QR�ORQJHU�SDUW�RI�WKLV�GHPRFUDF\�RU�KXPDQLW\�
ZKLOH�VWLOO�JRYHUQHG�E\�WKH�UXOHV�WKDW�DUH�PDGH�E\�JRYHUQPHQWV��3HRSOH�LQ�
SULVRQ� VKRXOG�EH�HQFRXUDJHG� WR�SDUWLFLSDWH��<RX�DUH� DOUHDG\�SXQLVKHG�E\�
LPSULVRQPHQW��:H�VKRXOG�QRW�EH�IXUWKHU�H[FOXGHG�

)LUVW� 1DWLRQV� SHRSOH� DUH� DOUHDG\� D� PLQRULW\� ZLWKLQ� RXU� RZQ� FRXQWU\��
:H� DUH� MXVW� QRUWK� RI� �������� SHRSOH�� \HW� D� VLJQL¿�FDQW� QXPEHU� RI� XV� DUH�
LQFDUFHUDWHG��:H�DUH�RQO\�IXUWKHU�PDUJLQDOL]HG�WKLV�ZD\��:H�QHHG�RXU�YRLFHV�
WR�EH�SDUW�RI�WKH�YRLFH�IRU�FKDQJH��:KHQ�WKHUH�LV�D�VLJQL¿�FDQW�)LUVW�1DWLRQV�
SRSXODWLRQ�LQFDUFHUDWHG�DQG�GHQLHG�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\� WR�YRWH�� WKH�V\VWHP�LV�
XVLQJ� FULPLQDOLW\� WR� GHQ\� )LUVW�1DWLRQV� SHRSOH� FLWL]HQVKLS��7KLV� LV� QRW� D�
V\VWHPLF�IDLOXUH��7KH�V\VWHP�LV�ZRUNLQJ�H[DFWO\�KRZ�LW�LV�GHVLJQHG�WR�ZRUN�
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7KH�EUXWDOLWLHV�RI�WKH�SROLFH�DQG�SULVRQV�VWDUWHG�ZLWK�FRORQL]DWLRQ��$ERULJLQDO�
SHRSOH�ZHUH�FULPLQDOL]HG��KHUGHG�XS��URXQGHG�XS�DQG�VHJUHJDWHG��:H�ZHUH�
DOVR�VKRW�DQG�PDVVDFUHG��7KH\�IHG�XV�LQWR�WKHLU�V\VWHP�DQG�WULHG�WR�DVVLPLODWH�
XV�WKURXJK�WKH�6WROHQ�*HQHUDWLRQV��UHPRYLQJ�XV�IURP�IDPLO\�DQG�&RXQWU\��
7KLV�LV�DOVR�P\�VWRU\�

7KH� FULPLQDOL]DWLRQ� RI� XV� DV� D� UDFH� RI� SHRSOH� KDV� EHHQ� XQUHOHQWLQJ�
HYHU�VLQFH��7KH�SROLFLHV�KDYH�FKDQJHG�EXW�WKH�VHSDUDWLRQ��VHJUHJDWLRQ�DQG�
YLROHQFH�KDV� FRQWLQXHG�� ,�¿�UPO\�EHOLHYH� WKDW� WKH�SROLFH� LQVWLWXWLRQ� LV� RQH�
RI� WKH�PRVW� GDPDJLQJ� DQG� KDUPIXO� WKLQJV� WKDW� H[LVW� LQ� VRFLHW\� DQG� KDYH�
VLJQL¿�FDQWO\�DQG�VSHFL¿�FDOO\�EXUGHQHG�)LUVW�1DWLRQV�SHRSOH�

,Q� FRQWHPSRUDU\� WLPHV�� ZH� DUH� VWDUWLQJ� WR� XQGHUVWDQG� WKH� UROH� RI�
LQWHUJHQHUDWLRQDO�WUDXPD�DQG�WKH�LPSDFW�WKDW�KDV�RQ�)LUVW�1DWLRQV�IDPLOLHV�
DQG�FRPPXQLWLHV��7KH�WUDXPD�VSDZQV�IURP�VWHDOLQJ�RXU�FKLOGUHQ�VLQFH�WKH�
WLPH�RI�RXU�JUHDW�JUDQGPRWKHUV��2XU�JUHDW�JUDQGPRWKHUV� WULHG� WR�KLGH�XV�
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IURP�WKH�SROLFH��0\�JUDQGPRWKHU�ZDV�SDUW�RI�WKH�6WROHQ�*HQHUDWLRQV��:H�
JURZ�XS�WR�IHHO�WKDW�ZH�DUH�XQ¿�W�SDUHQWV��DQG�WKDW�WKH�VWDWH�DQG�ZHOIDUH�ERDUG�
ZLOO�DOVR�FRPH�DQG�VWHDO�RXU�FKLOGUHQ�WRR��7KDW�ZDV�SDVVHG�RQ�WR�PH�EHFDXVH�
,�LQWHUQDOL]HG�WKH�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�YLROHQFH��7KHUH�LV�DOVR�WUDXPD�IURP�SXWWLQJ�
NLGV�LQ�SULVRQV��7KH\�DUH�EUXWDOL]HG�LQ�WKHLU�IRUPDWLYH�\HDUV�DQG�WKHLU�SV\FKH�
LV�GDPDJHG�IRUHYHU��7KH�WUDXPD�DQG�IHDU�WUDQVODWH�IURP�RQH�JHQHUDWLRQ�WR�
DQRWKHU��7KH�V\VWHP�LV�GHVLJQHG�WR�HQIRUFH�WKLV�FXOWXUDO�JHQRFLGH�

7KH�HYHU\GD\� LQVWLWXWLRQDO� UDFLVP� LQ�RXU� OLYHV� LV� LQHVFDSDEOH�� ,W� LV�RQO\�
QRZ�ZLWK�WKH�%ODFN�/LYHV�0DWWHU�PRYHPHQW�DQG�WKH�SROLFH�NLOOLQJ�RI�*HRUJH�
)OR\G�WKDW�ZH�DUH�¿�QDOO\�WDONLQJ�DERXW�GHIXQGLQJ�SROLFH�DQG�UHFNRQLQJ�ZLWK�
WKH�KDUP�RI�SULVRQV��,W�LV�¿�QDOO\�EHLQJ�WDONHG�DERXW�LQ�EURDG�FLUFOHV��:H�QHHG�
WR�NHHS�WKDW�PRPHQWXP�JRLQJ��<RXQJHU�SHRSOH�DUH�UHDOL]LQJ�WKH�UROH�RI�WKH�
SROLFH�LQ�FRORQL]DWLRQ��7KH\�DUH�VHHLQJ�KRZ�WKH�SROLFH�DUH�ERWK�DQ�DJHQW�DQG�D�
EOXQW�LQVWUXPHQW�IRU�WKH�RSSUHVVLRQ�RI�)LUVW�1DWLRQV�SHRSOH��$ERULJLQDO�SHRSOH�
FDQ�UHODWH�WR�WKH�LPDJHV�RI�*HRUJH�)OR\G�ZLWK�$ERULJLQDO�FKLOGUHQ�KDQGFX൵�HG�
WR�UHVWUDLQW�FKDLUV�ZLWK�VSLW�KRRGV�DQG�$ERULJLQDO�SHRSOH�G\LQJ�LQ�FXVWRG\�LQ�
$XVWUDOLD��7KH\�NQRZ�WKLV�YLROHQFH�KDV�DOZD\V�EHHQ�SDUW�RI�FRORQL]DWLRQ�
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$Q\�KHDOLQJ�IURP�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�WUDXPD�QHHGV�WR�EH�OHG�E\�$ERULJLQDO�SHRSOH��
1RWKLQJ�DERXW�XV�ZLWKRXW�XV��,QVWLWXWLRQV�FDQQRW�SURYLGH�UHPHGLHV�EHFDXVH�
WKH\�DUH� WKH�SUREOHP��7KH�FULPLQDO� MXVWLFH� V\VWHP�VKRXOG�QRW�EH� WKH�¿�UVW�
UHVSRQGHU�WR�FRPSOH[�VRFLDO�LVVXHV��3ROLFH�MXVW�PDNH�PDWWHUV�ZRUVH��7KH\�
FUHDWH� LQWHUJHQHUDWLRQDO� WUDXPD� E\� SROLFLQJ� JHQHUDWLRQ� DIWHU� JHQHUDWLRQ��
7KHUH� QHHGV� WR� EH� DQRWKHU� DSSURDFK�� )RU� H[DPSOH�� WKH� SROLFH� FDQQRW�
LQYHVWLJDWH�WKH�SROLFH�IRU�$ERULJLQDO�GHDWKV�LQ�FXVWRG\��7KH\�FDQQRW�SROLFH�
WKHLU�RZQ�ZURQJV�DQG�WKH\�MXVW�NHHS�FUHDWLQJ�PRUH�KDUP�

7KH� V\VWHP� LV�EH\RQG� UHIRUP��3ULVRQV�PXVW�EH� WRUQ�GRZQ�FRPSOHWHO\�
DQG�UHSODFHG�ZLWK�FRPPXQLW\�ZRUN�WKDW�NHHSV�FRPPXQLWLHV�VDIH��,GHDOO\��
ZH�ZRXOG�QRW�KDYH�DQ\�MDLOV��,QVWHDG��ZH�ZRXOG�FUHDWH�WKH�HQYLURQPHQW�WKDW�
ZRXOG�NHHS�HYHU\ERG\�VDIH��7KHUH�ZRXOG�EH�DFFHVVLEOH�KRXVLQJ��HGXFDWLRQ��
HPSOR\PHQW�� DQG� KHDOWKFDUH��:H�ZRXOG� FUHDWH� KHDOLQJ� FRPPXQLWLHV� DQG�
KHDOLQJ� SODFHV� ZKHUH� LQWHU�JHQHUDWLRQDO� WUDXPD� FRXOG� EH� WUHDWHG� ZLWK�
V\PSDWK\�DQG�HPSDWK\��UDWKHU�WKDQ�ZLWK�D�KDPPHU�

0\�JUDQGIDWKHU�ZDV�D�UHDO�VSHFLDO�FXOWXUDO�PDQ�ZKR�WDXJKW�PH�D�ORW�DERXW�
P\�RZQ�FXOWXUH�DQG�JDYH�KLV�VWRULHV�DERXW�&RXQWU\�WR�PH��+H�WDONHG�DERXW�
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WUDGLWLRQDO�ZD\V�EHIRUH�(XURSHDQV�FDPH�WR� WKLV�FRXQWU\��+H� WDONHG�DERXW�D�
WLPH�EHIRUH�FRORQL]DWLRQ�ZKHQ�ZH�GLG�QRW�KDYH�D�SULVRQ�V\VWHP�WR�LQFDUFHUDWH�
SHRSOH� EHKLQG� IHQFHV�� %HIRUH� FRORQL]DWLRQ� XV� DV� GL൵�HUHQW� PREV� ZHUH� DOO�
XQLWHG��:H�KDG�RXU�ORFDO�IRUPV�RI�MXVWLFH��ZH�KDG�RXU�ORFDO�IRUPV�RI�KHDOLQJ�
DQG�OLYLQJ�LQ�FRPPXQLWLHV��:H�QRZ�QHHG�WR�VWDUW�WR�UHLPDJLQH�SUH�FRORQLDO�
OLIH��DQG�EXLOG�RQ�WKH�SULQFLSOHV�DQG�YDOXDEOH�OHVVRQV�IURP�WKRVH�WLPHV��7KLV�
ZRXOG�KHOS�XV�FR�GHVLJQ�ORFDO�MXVWLFH�SURJUDPV�EDVHG�RQ�FRPPXQLW\�
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3ULVRQ�DEROLWLRQ�KDV�PDQ\�EHQH¿�WV�VXFK�DV�UHPRYLQJ�WKH�SRWHQWLDO�IRU�PRUH�
)LUVW�1DWLRQV�GHDWKV� LQ�FXVWRG\��3ULVRQ�DEROLWLRQ�ZLOO�PDNH�VRFLHW\�PXFK�
VDIHU��0DQ\�SHRSOH�WKLQN�SXWWLQJ�SHRSOH�LQ�SULVRQ�PDNHV�VRFLHW\�VDIHU��EXW�LW�
GRHV�QRW��3ULVRQ�LV�D�EUXWDO�SODFH��<RX�DUH�VWULS�VHDUFKHG�DQG�WKHUH�LV�SK\VLFDO�
YLROHQFH�IURP�WKH�VFUHZV��7KH�ZKROH�V\VWHP�LV�EUXWDO��GHKXPDQL]LQJ�DQG�
GHPHDQLQJ��,�GR�QRW�WKLQN�LW�PDNHV�SHRSOH�EHWWHU�±�LW�KDUPV�XV�

,QVWHDG�RI�SULVRQV��)LUVW�1DWLRQV�SHRSOH�VKRXOG�EH�HQJDJHG�LQ�FRPPXQLW\�
OHG�SURJUDPV��LQFOXGLQJ�KHDOLQJ�SURJUDPV��7KH�FRPPXQLW\�VKRXOG�SURYLGH�
ZUDS�DURXQG� VHUYLFHV� DQG� QRW� WKH� VHQWHQFLQJ� FRXUWV�� 7KHUH� QHHGV� WR� EH�
KRXVLQJ�VHUYLFHV��PHQWDO�KHDOWK�VHUYLFHV��HPSOR\PHQW�VHUYLFHV�±�DOO�RI�WKH�
VHUYLFHV�WR�ZUDS�DURXQG�WKH�SHUVRQ��7KLV�LV�D�KROLVWLF�DSSURDFK�WKDW�ORRNV�DW�
VRPHRQH¶V�QHHGV�±�JLYLQJ�WKHP�VRPHZKHUH�WR�OLYH��FORWKLQJ�RU�D�MRE��,W�LV�DOO�
YHU\�VLPSOH��EDVLF�VWX൵���,W�LQYROYHV�VDWLVI\LQJ�EDVLF�KXPDQ�QHHGV�WKDW�)LUVW�
1DWLRQV�SHRSOH�DUH�RIWHQ�GHQLHG��HVSHFLDOO\�DIWHU�ZH�KDYH�EHHQ�LQ�SULVRQ��
7KH�FKDQJH�PXVW�VWDUW�ZLWK�LPDJLQLQJ�DOWHUQDWLYHV�WR�LQFDUFHUDWLRQ�WKDW�DUH�
EDVHG�RQ�FDUH��LQFOXVLRQ�DQG�KHDOLQJ�


