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My name is Deepan Budlakoti, and I am a former prisoner in Canada
who is currently stateless. I am actively participating in a research
initiative known as the Prison Transparency Project, where I contribute
my insights and experiences as a researcher. The Prison Transparency
Project is an extensive seven-year endeavor that conducts a collaborative
and comparative study of prison transparency across seven research sites
located in Canada, Argentina, and Spain. This project seeks to scrutinize
both formal mechanisms and informal practices that facilitate the exchange
of information in and out of carceral institutions. Our goals are twofold: to
enhance accountability for prison conditions and to safeguard the rights and
freedoms of individuals who are incarcerated.

This dialogue stems from a collective of voices, including individuals
currently held in custody, university students, and those who have been
released from incarceration in Argentina, all under the auspices of the
Tumbergencia initiative. The collection consists of a variety of short
writings, encompassing essays, personal reflections, traditional prison
journals, and poetry. Each piece provides a unique angle on the prison
experience, offering a lens through which to compare and contrast the
conditions and challenges faced in these countries with those experienced
in Canada.

When we examine the submissions from Argentina, we can draw valuable
comparisons to the prison experiences in Canada. These comparisons may
include:

1. Conditions of Incarceration: The submissions may illuminate
significant differences in living conditions within prisons, such as
the extent of overcrowding, the quality of sanitation facilities, and
access to essential healthcare services.

2. Legal Frameworks and Rights: The writings may delve into the
application (or lack thereof) of legal protections for prisoners, with
particular reference to the Mandela Rules. These reflections can
highlight variations in the treatment of incarcerated individuals,
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demonstrating how legal safeguards are either upheld or disregarded
across different jurisdictions.

3. Cultural and Societal Perspectives: The submissions may shed
light on how cultural attitudes toward crime and punishment
significantly influence the policies surrounding rehabilitation
programs and societal reintegration efforts for individuals after
release. The prevailing societal beliefs in each country can shape
the support systems available to formerly incarcerated individuals.

4. Political Context: Each country’s political environment and
the corresponding impact of governmental policies on prison
conditions can be analyzed, revealing how political changes—such
as shifts in leadership, public sentiment, and legislation—affect
the management of prisons and the treatment of prisoners. These
contributions offer rich, firsthand narratives that illuminate not only
the unique experiences within each prison system but also broader
social and political issues that intersect with incarceration. They
reflect the rapid political changes that can significantly influence
prison dynamics and the lives of incarcerated individuals.

As you engage with these writings, I encourage you to reflect on the
stark differences in the liberties afforded to incarcerated individuals across
different countries, as well as the relevance of international legal standards,
such as the Mandela Rules, in shaping humane treatment in prison
environments.

ABOUT TUMBERGENCIA
PASQUIN DE LIBRE ESCRITURA

This magazine was written by a group of university students in the context
of confinement in the Penal Unit N.° 1 of Coronda (Santa Fe) in Argentina.
The contributors are grateful to the University Education in Prisons Program
of the Universidad Nacional del Litoral for the possibility of the meetings
that resulted in these texts. The opinions expressed herein do not represent
either the aforementioned program or the university, but are the views only
of the authors. This magazine is part of the Barrett Comunidad Editorial
project (https://barrettcomunidadeditorial.noblogs.org/).
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CONTACT INFORMATION FOR THE
PRISON TRANSPARENCY PROJECT

The Prison Transparency Project
c/o Carleton University
1125 Colonel By Drive — Loeb C571
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada
K1S 5B6

Email: ptp@carleton.ca



