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In recent decades, scholars of International Relations have paid increasing attention to the
pedagogical development of the discipline. The latest landmark contribution to this discussion is the
collection Pedagogical Journeys through World Politics, edited by Jamie Frueh, which brings together
23 authors from a variety of institutions to discuss their teaching and learning experiences. Employing
a unique autobiographical form, reading the collected essays is an intensely personal experience.
Whether we are confronting urgency through the lively prose of Naeem Inayatullah’s polemic against
teaching, or following Eric Leonard’s unexpected journey to a professorship (and the important
lessons about teaching to be gained along the way), the unique style of this volume offers a
kaleidoscope of teaching experiences.
The way that the authors capture the ongoing debate on the value of lecturing validates the
editorial decision for Pedagogical Journeys to favour freedom over consistency. Patrick Thaddeus
Jackson notes the reproduction of lecturing practices as if by osmosis—the lesson gleaned from his
own classroom experience was that “I needed to lecture, students would take notes, then I’d
administer an exam or two and grade them” (43). There are strong arguments against the traditional
model of lecturing with a PowerPoint—in Inayatullah’s words, “God forbid and common sense prohibit”
(20)—but that practice is also defended, so long as it is employed “to model analysis and
demonstrating methods for sorting nuances that deserve attention from those most likely to be
smokescreen or noise” (Frueh 6) or as part of a larger toolbox of effective knowledge performance
(Dunn). While there is no defense of the unapologetic sage on the stage as impassioned as the
lecture’s critics, there is an argument that the lecture is sometimes the tool that makes sense. Given
the salience of this debate in the contemporary academy, this volume is a worthy contribution on
those grounds alone.
Another way that the volume draws strength from its diversity of contributions is by
acknowledging the different pedagogical and institutional circumstances from which the different
contributors speak. In addition to the typical academic biographical statement, Frueh includes a
description of the authors’ current institution (e.g., “small private liberal arts college”), their typical
classroom setting (e.g., “seminars and large classes” or “mid-sized classes, mostly upper division”),
their typical pedagogical approach (e.g., “lecture, Socratic, active learning”), as well as their
disciplinary identity. These profiles provide important context to the reader, both to give a sense of
the wide variety of institutional perspectives assembled in the volume, and at an individual level to
foreground the context in which particular interventions should be understood.
Frueh’s introduction intertwines a reflection on the disciplinary pedagogical developments
since 2000 while also calling for further attention to the specificity of International Relations pedagogy.
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Echoing the introduction to The New International Studies Classroom (Lantis et al 2000), Frueh
concurs that there is a natural link between the subject matter of International Relations and active
forms of learning. “Global politics courses,” Frueh remarks, “provide opportunities for emerging agents
to practice wrestling with the kinds of complexities they will confront in an increasingly globalized
world, and drawing attention to global political issues unfolding in real time provides evidence of the
practical value of our courses” (5). The personal reflections shared throughout the book are—beyond
a fascinating montage of reflections from great teachers—opportunities for further reflection on the
place of the classroom as a place of transformation. Formal, disciplinary knowledge is enlivened
through discussion, abstract concepts are applied to real world politics, and teachers continually
confront new perspectives through exchange with their students.
Pedagogical Journeys is an important contribution to the growing community of teaching and
learning in International Relations. While it is commonly remarked that all teaching is personal to some
extent, the novel autobiographical style of this work makes the personal connection between readers
and writers through this volume all the more intense. Not only does it merit a place on the pedagogue’s
bookshelf as one of the most significant volumes on teaching and learning since The New
International Studies Classroom, but also for its enjoyable and lively prose.
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