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Abstract: 

This short essay examines Canada's environmental landscape, 
applauding progress while highlighting persistent challenges. Despite 
a shared vision for preservation, disjointed policies and jurisdictional 
disputes hinder unified action. Climate change exemplifies this 
divide, with some provinces embracing green initiatives while others 
lag behind. Moreover, challenges spanning international borders 
complicate matters further, requiring nuanced solutions. Indigenous 
communities, crucial stewards of the land, are often marginalized. 
Though recent collaborations show promise, national leadership is 
needed to forge a cohesive environmental strategy. 
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I am here to give you the lowdown on the state of our environmental 
union. First, let us give credit where it is due. Canada has come a 
long way in recognizing the importance of the environment. We have 
got a shared vision for preserving our vast and beautiful country and 
its ecosystems. But here's the kicker – it is not all sunshine and 
rainbows. 

Sure, we talk a big game when it comes to being an environmental 
union, but the reality is a bit more complicated. Our provinces and 
territories often treat environmental issues like a hot potato – nobody 
wants to hold onto it for too long. Carbon tax? – it is a jurisdictional 
mess! 

It is like a never-ending game of 'pass the pollution potato.' Instead of 
unified action, we have got a patchwork of policies (Bishop, 2023). 
And when you have got issues that cross provincial, territorial, and 
international borders, things can get messier than a spilled oil tanker. 

Alright, let us dive into climate change – the “Barbie’s Dreamhouse” 
of environmental crises. Picture this: some provinces are all in, 
making good environmental choices like Barbie playing with her 
solar-powered dream car, while others are stuck in the past, thinking 
greenhouse gases are as real as Barbie's dream pony. We need 
everyone on the same page, or we will end up with a broken 
dreamhouse! 

Indigenous communities are also often on the front lines of 
environmental challenges, and it is time we gave them a real seat at 
the table. Their traditional knowledge and deep connection to the 
land can be our greatest asset, but too often, they are sidelined in 
decision-making. 

Now, I am not saying we have not made progress. We have got 
some great examples of collaboration, like the recent Tripartite 
Framework Agreement on Nature Conservation signed by the federal 
government, B.C., and the First Nations Leadership Council (ECCC, 
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2023). But this agreement is the first of its kind! When will the others 
be signed? 

So, in conclusion, our environmental union? It is time we put the 
"united" back into "environmental union." We need strong, national 
leadership to tackle these issues head-on. We must embrace 
innovation, honour Indigenous knowledge, and make sure our 
provinces and territories know the importance of keeping the 
Dreamhouse safe! 
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