[Prison as a Space to Heal: Women Federal Prisoners in Canada and the Role of the Healthcare Professional]


	
	Reviewer’s Comment
	Author’s Response

	1
	Word count is over the limit on the abstract (114). Abstracts for
commentaries are required to have a word count of 75-100 words.

	Abstract was shortened to 100 words.

	2
	Line 7: recommend change word “aim” to “focus”.
	The way the sentence is structured, I believe “aims” as a verb has more flow.

	3
	Line 46: recommend omit word “wholly” to improve flow of sentence.
	Agreed, and omitted. 

	4
	Line 74-75: recommend change “not in the far future” to “near
future”.
	The wording recommendation was integrated. 

	5
	Line 83: recommend change “In the same vein” to a word such as
“similarly” to avoid idioms in professional writing.
	“In the same vein” was replaced with “moreover”

	6
	did not see reference #7 used in text. This resource
should be added where appropriate or removed from reference list and
citations renumbered.
	This reference was erroneously included. It was removed from the reference list and citations were renumbered. 

	7
	Figure titles should be included in figure legend only and not in
the figure itself. Can omit title “HIV Prevalence by Indigenous Ancestry
and Gender” above Figure 1.
	Figure title above Figure 1 was omitted. 

	8
	   - Last two sentences in the first paragraph of A Note to the Reader section
- what is the significance of providing this factoid? More explicit emphasis
should be placed on the last point (rehabilitation of criminal behaviour) as
being a key driving factor for the entire article, because the connection to
the next paragraph is not very clear.

	To make the connection to the next paragraph clearer, the question of “what is the purpose of prisons?” was omitted and instead the paragraph ends with: 
“I would like to emphasize that the priorities of Correctional Service Canada (CSC), the federal prison government agency, include managing criminals for public safety, administering mental health interventions, as well as rehabilitating criminal behavior for future integration into the community”

	9
	- Lines 114-115: Some additional elaboration/connection to the rest of the
paragraph would be helpful here. Does the "absence of confidence" refer to
the example about the Segregation Review Boards? Is it because the
healthcare provider must break confidentiality in order to punish the
patient? I think it would strengthen the argument to explain how this
absence of confidentiality might present itself.
	Paragraph was clarified with the addition of an explanation for the Segregation Review Boards: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]“In these contexts, the healthcare professional is expected to provide details about a patient’s mental state, and thus the professional’s allegiance is not wholly to the patient, but is also to the institution.”

As well, the quotation by Dominique Robert at the end of the paragraph was omitted for clarity and focus.

	10
	- Last sentence of Conclusion section: I believe the phrase "This marks a
change in perspective" implies that there has been some positive change
already in the past, but the previous sentence does not support this idea
strongly enough. The previous sentence sounds like the author is the only
one who believes that "the utilization of healthcare can, and should, be
higher in prisons..." which doesn't reflect a widespread "change in
perspective". It could be helpful to mention that other experts share this
opinion to show that there has been a somewhat significant change in
societal perceptions regarding prisoner health.
	Instead of focusing on the notion that “the utilization of healthcare should be higher in prisons,” which is inconsistent with previously stated claims that they in fact are higher in prisons, I instead shifted the focus on the overall aim of the commentary: that in prison prisoners “can take the opportunity to finally ameliorate their often-neglected health conditions.” I also added specifically why it’s important for female prisoners to do so. 

	11
	- Finally, I think there could be a stronger call-to-action in the last
sentences of the Conclusion. Yes, there has been some changes, as outlined
in the article, but there is not much point in writing a commentary unless
the author believes that there can be further steps taken, and assertively
states so.
	Agreed. A call to action, has been added as follows: 
“Notwithstanding the need to be aware of the prison culture and be apprehensive of possible risks and ethical dilemmas, healthcare professionals who hope to care for women in prison should strive to treat incarcerated prisoners with the same integrity, attention, and respect that their non-institutionalized patients receive.”

	12
	- Line 55: what does the author mean by "socialization issues?" I don't see
anything in the paragraph that discusses socialization.
	The word “socialization” was replaced with the more accurate “issues relating to familial obligations.”

	13
	- Line 58: The use of the phrase "the author" is odd, since the rest of the
article uses the first-person "I" when offering opinions (e.g. A Note to the
Reader). The author should choose between using the first-person or
third-person and stick with that format for the entire article.
	The use of the phrase “the choice by the author” was removed and replaced with a more objective form:
“The choice to focus on federally-incarcerated women was driven by the fact that…”

	14
	- Line 77: "become a cross" seems too colloquial for the nature of this
article. Perhaps the author can rephrase the clause to "...prisons may need
to adopt healthcare strategies similar to elderly homes" or something
similar. On that note, "elderly home" does not seem to be an official term
used in Canada, and the ambiguity of its definition may cause confusion.
Does the author mean to say "retirement home", "nursing home", "long-term
care home", or something of the like?
	To avoid misuse of the term “elderly home” and to keep the article concise and focused, the reference to the aging population and the prison’s inevitable changes was omitted. 

	15
	- Line 95: "long-touted" by whom? The general public? I feel like this
sentence could be better structured so it doesn't sound so
'sensationalized'. E.g. "This may explain the widespread, though not
necessarily correct, perception among the public that there is an
unacceptably high utilization of health services by prisoners."
	The reviewer’s phrasing suggestion was accepted with a slight change:

“This may explain the widespread perception among the public that there is an unacceptably high utilization of health services by prisoners”


	16
	- The grammar of the second sentence in The Healthcare Professional's Role
in Prison can be improved (looks like a comma splice) to clarify meaning.
E.g. "In a typical healthcare setting, the responsibility of the doctor or
nurse is to care for the patient; however, the role of the healthcare
professional is complicated by the carceral reality."
	The sentence was modified as suggested to clarify meaning:

“In a typical healthcare setting, the responsibility of a doctor or a nurse is to care for the patient; however, the role of a healthcare professional is complicated by the carceral reality, where principles such as patient autonomy may be nullified by the fact that the patient is also a prisoner who is not able to choose or move freely.”



	17
	- Line 108: Does "safety issues" refer to the safety of the healthcare
professional, the patient/inmate, or both?
	The sentence including the phrase “safety issues” was omitted for clarity in the process of editing this  particular paragraph

	18
	- Lines 163-166: comma usage and syntax in this sentence muddles its
meaning. Can potentially rephrase the first half of the sentence to
"Although the prison environment can potentially exacerbate prisoners'
health problems, and the prison experience can be isolating and harrowing,
it cannot be ignored..."

	The reviewer’s phrasing suggestion was integrated. 

	19
	  I would like to see a line in the conclusion about healthcare professionals
role in the female prison system. In the body of article, I found it very
interesting to hear the biases that doctors may have and how they combat
this.

	An additional line in the conclusion was added to address a call for action in regards to the healthcare professional’s role in the prison (see comment 11 above).

	20
	 line 120: decrutching should be in "", without the ...

	The word ‘decrutching’ is something that the author from the source I used was trying to describe, and she (the author, Penny Mellor) herself put the word in single quotations. 

In addition, the ellipses are there because I did not include a small portion of the source’s quotation for clarity’s sake.

Therefore, no change was made.
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